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You know Henry Janes

said to be one of those
on whom nothing is |ost.
Dock was one on whom
not hi ng was | ost.

(Crowd cheering and nusic)
(Crowd cheering and nusic)

Comment at or:

we are in the 7th inning.

Dock Ellis working

on a no-hitter.

Dock Ellis has put

ni ne men on the bases.

Ei ght wal ks and one hit batsnan,
but three outs separate him

and a no-hitter.

Somewhere along the line, |I'm
sure this is all being recorded,
so that we can have it for

dock if he throws the epic.
Looki ng out at the scoreboard,
he can see zero, zero, zero
where it says San Di ego.

Dock Ellis:
i was pitching the no-hitter
in San Diego, | really

didn't know. ..

| didn't see the hitters.

Al | could tell was if they
was on the right side

or the left side.

As far as seeing the target, the
catcher put tape on his fingers
so | could see the signals.

But as far as seeing

the batters thensel ves,

i didn't really see

who they were.

| didn't really see

who they were.

( Star spangl ed banner playi ng)
The opposi ng team and ny
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teammat es, they knew | was high
but they didn't know

what | was high on.

They didn't really see it,

but | had the acid in ne,

and | didn't know what |

| ooked Iike with that acid.

| had lost all concept of tine.
[Di storted announcer comrentary]
[Di storted announcer comrentary]
It was easier to pitch with

t he LSD because | was

so used to nedicating nyself.
That's the way | was dealing
with the fear of failure

You know, if dock's pitching,
you know he's high

How high is he?

( Star spangl ed banner playing)
| pitched every gane

in the major | eagues

i pitched every gane

in the major |eagues

under the influence

of drugs.

( Star spangl ed banner playing)
(Musi ¢)

(Musi ¢)

(Musi c¢)

Dock Ellis pitched a

no-hitter on LSD

Those who have taken LSD,

tell the others how hard

t hat m ght be.

You heard stories about him
that was wld stories,

but they really didn't

get the intellect of dock.

Oh, that's the dude used

to pitch for the pirates,

t he acid guy.

Nah, it's cool.

You know.

' m remenber ed.
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You know, everybody
wants to be renenber ed.
Basi cally, one hel

of a pitcher.

Comment at or :

in awrld series

for the first time in 11 years,
start dock Ellis.

For the first tinme in 11 years,
start dock Ellis.

And there was no

cookie cutter persona to dock.
You never knew whet her

he was seri ous,

whet her he was ki ddi ng,

but he was al ways a guy

t hat had sonething to say.

He was probably one of the

nmost m sunder st ood peopl e

in the gane.

He done a | ot of

dam good t hi ngs

whi | e he was doi ng

t he bad things,

but no one... oh, no, no.

They don't pick that out.

They just pick the bad.

He under stood pl ayi ng,

but he under st ood,

| think, that he had

a better calling.

| think, that he had

a better calling.

"' m not one of those guys

t hat won 300 ganes

and a cy young award, but | was
a guy that was personabl e,

| was controversi al

My entire career | was

an angry bl ack man.

| don't know.

| was there playing a dreamof a
| ot of people, but | was angry.
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Dock, a mlitant,

bl ack athl ete.

He was a athl ete,

and he was bl ack.

He tal ked about race

but in a way that was
really accessible

and sort of | ogical.

He seened to bend the rules
or chafe against authority
he seenmed to bend the rules
or chafe agai nst authority
alittle bit.

There hadn't been a hell of
a | ot of progress nade

in terns of the confort |eve
of players of col or

since Jacki e Robi nson

Dock was one of the nost

i npactful guys in regard

to those issues that has
ever cone down the pike.

A |l ot people did

not understand him

but if sone people say that he
di dn't know what he was doi ng,
that's wong.

He knew what he was doi ng.
He al ways knew

what he was doi ng.

Dock was never the one

to appease the society.
Dock was never the one

to appease the society.

Dock's gonna tell it the way

it is, and you deal wth it.
(Musi c¢)

(Musi c¢)

Dock Ellis.

Are you famliar with hin®

Well, the baseball comm ssioner,

he's been ordered by the
conmi ssioner not to wear hair
curlers during team practi ce.
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Conmi ssi oner not to wear hair
curlers during team practice.
My hand on that.

The man had hair curlers

and was out.

He doesn't |ike that.

He's got... he's a

great pitcher

He's got three great pitches.
A fastball, a slider

and a spitcurl.

Have you seen that?
(Laughter)

Now you got to set the story
up with the fact that

we' re playing all day ganes,
so everybody's hung over.

You know, we're out trying to
stay away fromthe manager

so we're all out there

in the bull pen benches

and here cones dock

out of the dugout

with a gaggle of witers

and phot ographers.

Wth a gaggle of witers

and phot ographers.

Dock, any ot her town.

We're hurting.

We don't want to run, but we're
gonna run just to stay

out of this nonsense, just to
get away fromthis maniac
who's decided to put curlers
in his hair at wigley field
when everybody has a hangover.
Not fair, dock

Not good.

Not good on that day.

(Musi c)

Dock:
in nmy hair.
Ah. .. you know, that was
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hi p and slick.

| was throwi ng spitballs

| was throwi ng spitballs.

| had a perm so all | had to do
was go to the back of ny neck
and | woul d have had

a handful of water.

Sweat .

| renmenber one tine,

sweat com ng off the ball,

and the unpire at third base
called time and said,

"he's throwing a spitball."”
The hone plate unpire told

the third base unpire

to get back to third base.

"You don't know what

you' re tal ki ng about.

He throws a natural sinker."
He cane out one day with
curlers in his hair,

and it, you know,

ever ybody was shocked.

And it, you know,

everybody was shocked.

| was sitting in the dugout with
Danny murtaugh, the manager,
and he says to ne,

"hey, is this your buddy there?"
And | | ooked at him and

t hought, "oh, ny God.

s this dock?"

And | | ooked again and it was
dock there, and there were

red and blue and yellow curlers
on his head.

Danny rmnurtaugh came to ne,

and he said, "Bob," he said,
"go out there in the bull pen
and tell dock

to take the curlers

out of his hair."

So | wal ked out, and dock knew
why | was com ng out there.
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He said, "alright.

What do you need?"

| said, "well..."

| said, "well..."

"*Bout ny hair, isn't it?"

And | said, "yeah."

It was no big thing to ne.

You know, | saw curlers

all the tine.

And maybe it was

a cultural thing.

You know, in the black
community, you saw, you know,
sonetinmes nen wth

curlers in their hair.

So it wasn't nothing new to ne.
(Musi c¢)

He al ways had a purpose

of doi ng sonet hi ng.

He al ways had a purpose

of doi ng sonet hi ng.

A |l ot of peopl e thought

dock was crazy.

Dock wasn't crazy.

Dock knew a | ot nore than other
peopl e, and he proved points
by maki ng them on the

basebal | field.

He took stands.

He felt that the brothers should
be able to wear their hair
any way they damm well pl ease.

Dock:

curlers on the field,

i was defying the club because
they said | couldn't wear

the curlers because it wasn't
part of the uniform code.
That' s not acceptabl e.

That's not the inmage that
maj or | eague basebal

that's not the inmage that
maj or | eague basebal
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wants to portray.

Dock:

because | didn't

believe in anyone trying to tel
me how to dress, who to date.

| renmenber one tine | had ny
hai r brai ded and they wanted
to know what is that about.
Don't ask nme about ny

hai r bei ng brai ded.

Get out of ny face.

When he decided to wear curlers,
t hey suspended him for 10 days,
but we resisted the suspension,
and it went away.

Dock:
you got to watch how | dress.

Dock:

you got to watch how | dress.
You got to watch how | play.
Basebal |l in that decade really
collided with pop culture

in a way that it never

had previously.

We saw pl ayers expressing

t hensel ves in ways that,

you know, the media and basebal
fans weren't really

used to seeing.

He had a certain style on

the field and off the field.

Dock:

(G oovy nusi c)

(G oovy nusi c)

Dock was a... he was

a dresser, nman.

| nmean, the big Cadill ac.
He was fl ashy.

(Groovy nusic)

W were a teamthat was
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dressed to kill.
W | oved cl ot hes.
And dock woul d wear
the | oud col ors.

Dock:

Denni s rodnman.

| didn't wear any dresses or
not hi ng, but I wore the clogs,
the bell-bottons, the bags,
the t-shirts.

The bel |l -bottons, the bags,
the t-shirts

Dock's the first ball player
that | ever renenber

who wore a earring.

St eve bl ass:

up-to-date.

He was up-to-date.

He was a chapter ahead.

What ever was goi ng on

in culture or our world,

he was at |east a chapter ahead.
He called hinself the

"muhanmad Ali of basebal |l'.

| asked him.. | said,
"why you act so crazy?"
| asked him.. | said,

"why you act so crazy?"

He says, "'cause that'l

make ne noney."

He learned it from.

He said he...

Because hi m and nmuhammad Ali
becane friends.

And he said he'd al ways tal k.
And the nore he tal ked and he
bragged about hinsel f,

the nore people cane to see him
and the nore noney he nade.

Right, | woul d agree.
He was al ways call ed
' peanut .’
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okay? Because of his head.
But they changed it
because he was. .

He nutted up on you in a mnute.
And they just started
calling him'the nut.'
because, in other words,
he was crazy.

Because, in other words,
he was crazy.

He was a controlled crazy.
He knew how to be crazy.

Mar sha:

Paul a:

Yeah.

Sel ective crazy.

And when not to be crazy.
He woul d have a cat chphrase
like '"the nut.

Nuttier than a wal nut.'
"the crazy nut.'

‘nutty nut.'

he intentionally would stir
your shit up, and get,

get in your head to where you'd
just get so pissed off

at him you'd just want to
knock the hell out of him

Ray Jones:
good at that.

Fl oyd Hof f man:

He al ways started shit.

kay?

kay?

I f you went with dock sonewhere,
you was gonna get put out

or your was gonna be

asked to | eave.

And al so, you know, he uh...He

al wvays wanted to be a gangster.
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| f woul dn't have

pl ayed basebal |

he'd a been a gangster.
| really do believe.

Pet er gol enbock:

were very young..

Five, six, seven

ei ght years old..

Do you have any strong nenories
of your playing baseball?

Do you have any strong nenories
of your playing baseball?

Dock:

pl aying center field

and throw ng the bal

over the backst op,

so they put nme on the nound.

As we grew ol der and he started
pl ayi ng basebal |,

and | wouldn't play basebal

with himafter a while because
he would throw the ball so hard.
It would be so hard you could
hear this ball cutting the air.
And |I'mthinking that he's
trying to hurt nme because he's
throwi ng the ball so hard.

So | just quit playing with him
So | just quit playing with him

| said, "I'mnot get
hurt out here like this."
You know.

But we didn't know anyt hi ng
about hi m having an arm

that he could pitch like this,
but it showed that he just had
a natural talent to

throw that ball .

What was the first realization
that you said to yourself,
"hey, | got a shot here to

pl ay professional ball?"
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| knew it fromthe tine
could throw a ball

to ny father or my cousin.

| knew t hen.

| always knew, and | al ways had
the dream and | always ask
young ki ds who are playing,
"have you had the dreanf"
And t hey know what

" mtal ki ng about .

The dreamis you

see the banners.

You don't know where you are,
but you're in the big | eagues.
You don't know where you are,
but you're in the big | eagues.
Dock Ellis was one of those
guys that, you know,

at an early age was a
pitcher and not a thrower.

He had that drop

| mean, he'd throw the bal
and it wasn't a curvebal

that curves like this

and |like that.

It would go, and it would
drop straight down.

Dock had one of them di ppers.
The curveball .

It'd just come up there

and automatically,

it dropped to the damm dirt.
It dropped to the dam dirt.
kay, they call it

a slider today.

What he had.

But his was a |lot further
than a slider

Yeah, yeah.

But his woul d just

drop off the table.

Boy 1:
This is warm
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What did you guys keep it?
In the sun?

Boy 2:

was standing in front

of the |iquor store, right?
And this big, old, fat dude
comes al ong, and | go,

"hey, mster.

WIl you please go in there
and buy ny nother some beer?"
Dock, when he got into
troubl e, you know,

dock, when he got into
troubl e, you know,

he al ways brought ne into it.
And so big dock woul d cone
over and talk to ny dad

and then so now we're

both in trouble.

Bi g dock, he wasn't nean

He was strict.

Sonme of the kids would cone by

and they' d see big dock outside.

Well, they'd rather

go the ot her way.

He wor ked hard,

and ny father

only had a third grade
educati on.

He noved to California.

He got a job working

at the post office.

And he was a | ongshor eman.
He worked... did the

| ongshoreman at ni ght,

wor ked at the post office.
Then he started going

to school to learn

t hen he started going

to school to learn

t he shoe repair business.

Fl oyd Hof f man:
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not a real outgoing person,
and he was all about going to
t he shop, working all day,
com ng honme and eati ng,

maki ng sure the kids was done,
and that was his routine
every day.

Dock, he was always at the shop
wi th dad, and he had the kids
that he played with in Conpton,
where the shop was,

which | didn't know.

But he knew all of them all the
little so-called gang nenbers
but he knew all of them all the
little so-called gang nenbers
and all of that.

He' d say,

"son, they alright."

| said, "okay.

You gonna get in

sonme trouble there."

Sure enough, he got us

in trouble.

He Iiked the lifestyle.

But, you know, his daddy was
his... you know, his backbone.
See, big dock took care

of everybody, you know.

He took care of that famly,
you know.

He hel ped kept them together.
You know, junior had to

be home at ten o' clock.

You know, junior had to

be hone at ten o' clock.

kay?

And at ten o' clock

j uni or was hone.

My Uncle would be in the

audi ence, and when dock

woul d stri ke sonebody out,
he'd junp up,

and he'd just start hollering,
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and he junps up.

Then he has to take..

He has ast hmma,

so he has to take

t hese inhal ers.

And as dock woul d do sonet hi ng
good on the field,

he'd take and start

i nhal i ng hi nsel f.

(Breat hes heavily) Because,
you know, he's wheezi ng.

And dock would tell ne, "see,
he shoul dn't even be here
and dock would tell nme, "see,
he shoul dn't even be here

at this baseball gane."

Mar sha Hof f man:

just like him

"He's gonna die sitting out here
at this baseball gane

cheering for nme."

Everybody i n our nei ghborhood. .
Most of all the best players,
you al ways wanted to pl ay

on Chet brewer's team

Chet was an ex-negro | eague

pl ayer, but he had an
affiliation with Pittsburgh
And so all of us tried to play
on his team because he had the
best players, and a | ot of
scouts woul d cone watch

best players, and a | ot of
scouts woul d conme watch

hi s team pl ay.

I f you talk to people

about Chet brewer,

he's in the sane breath

as satchel Paige.

Chet could throw sinkers.

He could throw curveballs.

He could throw fastballs.

He coul d spot the ball.
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And sone of the pitches

t hat he had,

dock picked up

That's where dock

got his stuff from

At that time, dock was

a youngster, but he was
always a little bit above

and nore know edgeabl e

t han nost of the other guys
around the nei ghbor hood.

He asked a | ot of questions.
He asked a | ot of questions.
"Wel |, why you do this?"
"Well, how you make

that ball do this?"

When he was on the ball field,
he was in command.

He was our nunber one starter.

Dock:

tell my first wfe,

"“I'"'mgonna be in

t he bi g | eagues.

| ain't gonna be hone."

(Musi c)

Dock didn't really get hooked up
wth girls until he net Paul a.
| was George Washington's
first black homecom ng queen.
Dock was ny escort, because
we were goi ng together

at that tine.

She was a sw nmer.

She was an athl ete.

She was in drum and bugl e.

She was in every club

that there was on canpus.

The thing about Paul a that was
SO inpressive is that their
entire famly were al ways these
peopl e who stood up for the

ri ght thing and who had

a say-so, who had a
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voi ce of activism

My father stressed and ny
parents stressed

ny father stressed and ny
parents stressed

good noral behavi or,

good conduct.

Profanity was never used

or allowed in our house.

My parents didn't

drink or snoke.

Dock woul d conme to pick
Paul a up at school

and we woul d be in awe that
this guy with this |oud car

t hat would rev would come
and pick up our star.

And she was our star

She was a person that we all
| ooked up to and held great
prom se of what was

her future going to be.

| don't know what it was that
attracted me to himat first.
| don't really know.

| don't really know.

But he coul d be funny.

He coul d be funny.

Everyone in the nei ghborhood
spoke very well of him

And | guess to a certain extent,
he had a certain bad boy image
that for ny famly and ny
upbri ngi ng was uni que,

was novel .

So | guess when you

put it all together,

it turned into |ove.

Ray Jones:

kay?

kay?

| say, "dock, you got to do
sonmet hing better than this."
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Because he was up there with
the... that wong influence.

He said, "son, |I'm going

to do sonething."

| said, "well, you got to

just do it for yourself."

And t hen when his daddy died,
you really got to do

somet hi ng now.

Now what you gonna do now?

And then that's when he deci ded
t hat he woul d go ahead

and concentrate on one thing and
concentrate on that baseball

And concentrate on one thing and
concentrate on that baseball.
And that's what he put...

He went full steam ahead.

Pet er gol enbock:
send you that first year?

Dock:
Pet er:

Dock Ellis:
| got into drinking
t hen, though.

Peter:
send you the next year?

Dock:
north Carolina.

Pet er:

Dock:

night in town | cussed
t he police out.

They sai d, "boy, where
you fronf"

| said, "California."

Page 19/ 80



And they said, "oh, |ord.

You one of themball players?”
You one of them ball players?”

| said, "you're dam right."

A lot of people didn't

realize things that we

had to go through in

t he m nor | eagues.

You know, when | first came
into baseball in '66,

| went to Salem Virginia,

and we were separ at ed,

the bl ack players from

the white pl ayers.

| mean, we couldn't

stay in the sane hotel.

My first, first full year

i n professional baseball,

| spent in Raleigh,

north Carolina,

the capital of the ku klux klan.
And we stayed at a hotel,

ei ght of us altogether.

Bl acks and Latin.

And sonmebody had went by nmy room
and put three "k's' on ny door.
And sonmebody had went by nmy room
and put three '"k's' on ny door.

Now, |'m scared to death to even
go in this roomand for about
four or five nights, | never

even slept in that room

| went to the other room

with the other players.

There was a | ot of things that
when you | ook at a baseball gane
you didn't see.

And it was maybe nore bl at ant
in the carolinas and Col unbus.
And ny first reaction

and dock's first reaction was
now you want to fight sonebody.
And it's just, you know,

it's not gonna work here.
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We talking '60's and say this
and say that.

We talking '60's and say this
and say that.

You can't say all that,

' cause you have a career
Because you... the next thing

t hey gonna do is blackball you.
| could always talk to dock
There's probably two pl ayers

| know of, maybe three,

that coul d have tal ked to dock
and cal med hi m down,

and that woul d have been

cl enente, stargell, and nyself.
And that was because of the
respect that he had for us.

Paul a Johnson:

roommat e was Roberto clenente,
and Roberto cl enente was

way ahead of his tine.

And Roberto cl enente was

way ahead of his tine.

Just a different approach.

But he was just as vocal,

just as innovative as dock.

Not as fl anboyant.

Not as outrageous.
Robert o cl enent e:

| am puerto rican.

| am bl ack

So anything that | do first,

it will be reflected on ne
because | am bl ack.

And second, it will be reflected
on ne because | am puerto rican.

Dock:

Johnny pesky was the

manager at Col unbus, and he had
asked ne to be his dog for

30 days, and | woul d get

to the big | eagues.
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30 days, and | would get

to the big | eagues.

So | said, "what do you nean?"
He said, "be ready to

pitch every fucking day."
And so | did, and I

was in the big | eagues.
(Musi c¢)

(Musi c¢)

When you get to the

maj or | eagues,

it's easier comng

up the | adder,

but it's hell to stay there.
(Musi ¢ and cheers)

(Musi ¢ and cheers)

(Musi c and cheers)

Jacki e robertson told ne,
and satchel Paige said the
sane thing, said "listen,
this is what's going

"“to happen to you.

"They're going to cal

you names that you' ve
"never been called before.
"You're going to have to do
t hi ngs that you don't think
"you're going to have to do
t hings that you don't think
"is the right thing to do,
but there's one thing

"that you've got to

al ways renenber.

"You can't feel

sorry for yourself.

"When you wal k across those
white |ines and they say,
"play baseball!""

they said, "you better win."

Boy 3:

where it's at, man.
Wnning is everything.
You know.
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The maj or | eagues.

The worl d series.

That's where |' m headed.
To the big tine.

Dock:

| eagues, and you say,

"I got to stay here.

"What do | need?

Oh, yeah, | need sone of

this shit right here.”

It was dexanyl, better known
i n baseball as 'greenies.

i didn't know that the

stimul ants woul d

enhance your performance.

It gives the inpression that you
are throwi ng hard soneti nes,
pi npoi nt control,

pi npoi nt control,

breaki ng of f curveballs that
you' ve never seen before.
You're nore in tune to

what you're doi ng,

and you're zeroed in.

You're |ike what they cal

"in the zone' now,

and sonetines you feel before
the gane, if you're warnm ng up
say, "ah, man, | don't

have shit on the ball.

| don't know what's going to
happen, " and go out there
and throw a hell of a gane.

| would say over 90% of maj or
| eagues was usi ng dexanyl

i woul d say over 90% of mmj or
| eagues was usi ng dexanyl
when | was pl ayi ng.

Yeah, they was all high.

Naw, it was about 95%

Maybe 96%

| mean, | took greenies.
Everybody di d.
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Al it was was |ike drinking
15 cups of coffee and going...
Maybe 20 cups of coffee..

And going out there

and pitching a ball gane.

If you didn't take it, you
wer e gonna get rel eased

and sent hone.

| wasn't going back to nmy 'hood.

So | took it.

So | took it.

Yeah.

| mean, everybody did.

| used to hear that trainers
woul d di stribute them

in the '60's, but then at
sonme point they were outl awed
and so it went underground,
but players still used it.

| didn't get into that,

but | knew ot her guys did.

But it was tough

It's demandi ng.

You're playing 162 ganes in
that 180 day tine period,

and it's nine innings.

It's three hours of
concentration at extrenely
it's three hours of
concentration at extrenely

hi gh pitch.

Al it takes is just alittle
bit of a |ack of concentration
in a major |eague gane to
make the big difference.
Here's ny take on it.

| don't believe that babe Ruth
and Lou gehrig

drank all night |ong, rode on
those trains all night |ong,
got up, and played a 1:00 gane
on Sunday or every day

in the sun without sone help.
And | believe everybody's had
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hel p t hroughout this gane.
Nobody knows who's

goi ng to get hooked.

Nobody knows who's

going to get hooked.
Sonetinmes a player could be
usi ng drugs or al cohol

for a long tine before his
ganme starts slipping.

Boy 4:

on the high school varsity
got caught dri nki ng.

O maybe it was with uppers,
or sonething like that.

But ny brother said all's
the coach did was tell him
not to do it no nore.

Do you think they'd kick
himoff if he wasn't so hot?
When | took the job in 1967,
the first neeting | had
with the players, | said

"I don't want themin ny
trainer's room

"I don't want anybody

to use them

"l don't want anybody

to use them

| f you use them don't do it
in front of me."

| was thoroughly agai nst

t he anphet am nes,

especi al |y dexanyl .

Dock:

thing where | started off

wi th one greenie and then

i didwell.

|'d take one again.

| didn't do well, | took two.
| used to take it, take them
shake them throw them

If they fall down,
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i wouldn't take them

| f they stood up, | did.

Then if it wasn't enough
standing, |'d take the ones
that was |ayi ng down.

| f they took them

| never saw it.

| f they took them

| never saw it.

| was thoroughly against that
because | used to read the
l[iterature, and | used to try
to get the players to read the
literature on how later on in
life, you'll pay for that

wi th heart problens

and | ung probl ens.

Dock:
out-mlligramany opponent.
Before a gane, | would take

a maxi mum of 15, 17 pills.

Not to say that | didn't have
enough stuff to pitch

in the major | eagues.

It's just that | was trying
to get the little edge.

Wllie mays can't hit that.
Hank can't hit that.

They all tell you that.

We can't hit that.

| think that a | ot of people

t hought that dock

went out there on

his tal ent al one.

He t hought about his craft,

he t hought about what he

had to do as a pitcher,

and the nental part of the gane
was big time with him

Here's sonething | wote about
himin a poemcalled
"basebal | . "

Dock said that pitcher and poet
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were up to the sane tricks.
Dock said that pitcher and poet
were up to the sanme tricks.
Al I"'mtrying to do,

he said, is fool 'em

When you expect Robin's egg
bl ue, | suppose you've got
rubberized cenent instead.
Al ways renmenber, curt, that
Sandy koufax spoke

of pitching baseball as the
"art of intimdation.'

dock:

intimdation.

It's the battle between the
pitcher and the hitter.

It's the battle between the
pitcher and the hitter.

Good hitters are going to hit
you, there's no doubt about it.
But you've got to

pop them soneti nes.

Sonme of that plate is yours.
Sonme is theirs.

Not too much of it is theirs
because they've got the bat.
You know, | didn't have

over powering stuff.

My ball was heavy.

It noved.

But just to | ook at nme chew ng
the gum | know put fear in sone
of them s hearts because they
didn't know what this fool

m ght do out there.

And you know, the runors

about me and what | was doi ng.
They' d say, "well, how s he
feeling today?

They'd say, "well, how s he
feeling today?

"He | ooks like he's

out to lunch.
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"Why is he stepping

of f the nmound?

"What is he doing out there?
"What is he | ooking for?
What's wong with hinP"

So a lot of that played a very
i nportant part

in hel ping ne deal with the
opponents, you know.

Comment at or :

From a breaking pitch

It was a treat to be on a team
that had a dock Ellis on it.

It was a treat to be on a team
that had a dock Ellis on it.
There was a | ot of substance
to dock that people..

A lot of people weren't aware
of , and he was a hoot.

Al diver:

that we could not have asked
for a better teammte because
every cl ubhouse has to be | oose,
and nost of our games were won
and lost in the clubhouse.
When you're | oose

in the clubhouse,

then the gane is

a piece of cake.

Anybody who ever left the
pirates and went

t o anot her team

you were fairly bored.

Well, dock was just crazy,
and he woul d do anyt hi ng.
Wel |, dock was just crazy,

and he woul d do anyt hi ng.
You never knew what

he was going to do.

You never knew what

he was going to say.

Every situation was fraught

Page 28/ 80



for hunor or high jinks
when dock was around.

He took al nbst not hing
seriously,

somewhat i ncl udi ng

hi s own career

| give Pittsburgh pirates
credit for drafting people
t hat was fucking crazy.

Bruce ki son:

everybody was creative.
G enente had his own,
you know, stargell

Dave Parker cane through
and the Manny sanguil | ns.
| nmean, there was al ways
somnet hi ng goi ng on

in that clubhouse.

I n that cl ubhouse.
Everybody was a victim
Everybody was a target.
From Roberto to Wllie,
it didn't matter

Larry demery:

a close-knit ballclub

Of days, if we were in another
city, we'd get together

Not just the black ball players
that was on the team

but the white ball players, and
we'd go to... nore than likely,
we'd go to WIllie stargell's
suite, and we'd just hang out
and have food, drink, and

you know, just you know,

we were just that close knit.
The one thing that | never

wi |l forget about dock

i s when nuhammad Ali wal ked
into the clubhouse.

Dave cash
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first time |'ve seen dock
just kind of shut up.

Al diver:

qui ck on his feet

and quick with his hands,

and himand Ali were sparring.
Dock could act like him

you know, throw the punches.
He had the Ali shuffle, and

he had the flurry and the jabs.

Dave cash

of Ali and starts jabbing,
and | thought, "oh, nan!
What are you.

Are you crazy?"

And dock sai d,

"no, | can take him

| can take him"

It was one of the greatest
sights 1've ever seen,

it was one of the greatest
sights 1've ever seen,

and the players were in awe.
They didn't realize how
dock could nove his feet

so fast like Ali

They were circling and dock's
doing the Ali shuffle
around and t hrow ng punches,
and Ali gave himjust

a quick little jab in the

m ddl e of dock's chest,

and it folded his chest.

And it was... he didn't

even throw a punch

It was just...

A tap?

Just a tap.

Gene clines:
three or four punches that

scared the bejesus out of dock.
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Scared the bejesus out of dock.
And it scared everybody,

and dock just kind of Ilike

ran away and said, "oh, nmy Cod!"
| said, "cone on, big nouth.
Here he is."

Comment at or:

t oni ght .

Been sold out for nonths here.
54,000 in tiger stadium

Fl oyd Hof f man:

break, | think he was

13-3, 13-4.

Hi m and vi da bl ue.

H m and vi da bl ue.

And | don't know who was
interview ng him

but he nade the statenent that
there "ain't no way in hel
they're gonna start two bl ack
pitchers in an all-star gane.
and after that statenent

was made,

of course the newspapers
blew it up.

Dan Epstei n:

was very nedi a savvy.

You know, he wanted

to start that game.

He knew vi da bl ue was going

to be going for

the Anerican | eague, and he was
pretty sure that sparky Anderson
t he American | eague, and he was
pretty sure that sparky Anderson
was going to go with tom seaver
or Steve Carlton

So he said to, you know,

what ever reporters were near by,
"there's no way they're going to
put a brother against a brother
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in the all-star gane."

(Musi c¢)

See, dock was a

psychol ogi st, too.

Dock woul d set people up, and
the nmedia would fall for it.
He realized the racial tensions
t hat were going on

in the country, and basebal
gave hima platform

to speak his mnd

Comment at or:

tal k's been about vida bl ue,

but here's a fellow, dock Ellis,
who has quite a record hinself.
He | eads his | eague

in victories with 14.

He has the | owest earned run
average, and he has a 12-gane

W nni ng streak.

(Musi c¢)

Dan Epstein:

i ncredi bly savvy nove

and an incredibly ballsy nove
for a player in 1971,

and an incredibly ballsy nove
for a player in 1971,

especially a black player,

to just kind of come out

and use that sort of reverse
psychol ogy to get what he wants.

Dock:

privil ege being here.

It's a privilege al so being
chosen as a starting pitcher.

Vi da bl ue:

did for baseball

but I know what it did for the
af ro- Anmeri can community.

You know, it gave ny people
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a chance to stand up

and be proud about an
acconpl i shment of havi ng

two African American players
starting in the all-star gane.

Comment at or :

when his nanme was announced
as the starting pitcher..
Been maki ng the

newspapers and radi o.

You al ways prayed and hoped
that no one woul d chal |l enge
dock racially because dock
woul d stand up

and put you in your place.

Dock:

and letters,

t hey never really bothered ne.
They wanted to go down,

we coul d go down.

They t hreatened ne.

Threatened to shoot ne.

I f you stick your head

over the dugout,

if you stick your head

over the dugout,

we' re going to shoot you,

and | had ny head

over the dugout the whol e gane.
Really, it was pretty rough

| was war ned by Jacki e Robi nson
about things that was

going to be afforded ne that

| was not going to get.

That | woul d | ook over ny

shoul der and ny brothers

woul dn't be there because of the

way |... the things | stood for.
| need ny gl asses.
You m ght

| nt er vi ewer:
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Jacki e Robi nson letter?

Dock:

Dock:

| nt er vi ewer:
could you read that?

Dock:

in our paper the |ast few days
and wanted you to know

how much | appreciate

your courage and honesty.

I n my opinion, progress for
today's players will only cone
fromthis kind of dedication

| am sure al so you know sone
of the possible consequences.
The news nedia, while know ng
full well you are

right and honest, will use every
nmeans to get back at you
There will be times when

you wi |l ask yourself,

there will be tinmes when

you wi |l ask yourself,

"is it worth it all?"

| can only say, "dock, it is."
And even though you will want
to yield, in the long run,
your own feeling about yourself
will be nost inportant.

Try not to be left alone.
(Choked up) Try to get nore

pl ayers to understand

your views, and you will

find great support.

( Sobbi ng) You have nmade a

real contribution.

| again appreciate what you
are doing - continued success.
| agai n appreciate what you
are doing - continued success.
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Jacki e Robi nson

(sobbi ng) Aw, man.

| never read that |ike that.
Aw, shit.

There was a | ot of ol der black
pl ayers at that tine

t hat never said anyt hing.

| mean, great players.

They never said anyt hing
because they didn't want

the heat on them

What dock did, he would cone
out and he would say it.

What dock did, he would cone
out and he would say it.

And it was the truth.

In our generation, yeah, we
put up with a whole |ot.
When dock canme in, it was a
little bit different story.
In our day, we didn't push it,
but it needed to be pushed
at that tinme because maybe

t hi ngs wasn't novi ng

as fast as it should have
been novi ng.

Mal e #1:
raci st power structure,

mal e #1:

raci st power structure,

and we gonna say to the
whol e damm gover nnent ,

"stick 'emup, notherfuckers!
"This is hol dup!

W conme for what's ours!”

Ri chard N xon
primarily bl acks
that you're dealing with?

Mal e #2:
thing was | ed by the bl acks.
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(Bl ast goes off)

Mal e #3:
control our communities
by any neans necessary.

Mal e #4:
front is what we're about!

Ri chard N xon

tolerate this kind of anarchy.
(Protestors singing)

t he revol uti on has cone.

of f the pigs.

Time to pick up the guns.

Time to pick up the guns.

Of the pigs.

The revol ution has cone....

Dave cash

went out on the field,

| don't think anybody
realized it.

At that tinme, | didn't
really figure out

what was going on until

t he national anthem

You know, when the gane
starts |like that,

you' re concentrating..

At least, | was...

On who the first hitter is,
what is he going to do.

One of the cl ubhouse bat boy
ki ds made a statenent

one of the clubhouse batboy
ki ds made a st at ement

and said, "the honestead grays
are playing tonight."

And |' m sayi ng, you know,
"what are you tal king about,
t he honestead grays, you know?"
And it was, you know,

negro | eague team
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Al diver:

starting anyway,

and if dock pitched,

it was siXx.

You know, the pirate

or gani zati on was | oaded

with black and Latin players.
| " m standi ng out

in center field,

and |I' mthinking about

what this kid had said.

And | |looked to ny left,

and | | ooked at stargell,

and | |ooked to ny right

at clenente.

There's Jackie, there's renny,
there's Al, there's cl enente,
there's Jackie, there's renny,
there's Al, there's clenente,
there's clines, stargell,
sangui | I n,

and dock's on the nound.

| | ooked around, and | said,
"Al, man, there's nine
brothers out there."

And he | ooked at ne, and

he was astoni shed, too.

He didn't even realize

what was goi ng on.

And then he said, "yeah."

It was a night that | didn't
realize that we had

nine mnorities

starting until about

the third or fourth inning.

| turned to Dave cash, and |
sai d, "Dave, you know what ?
We got all brothers

out there, man."

(Musi c)

(Musi ¢)

(Musi ¢)

And | | ooked, | said,
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"oh, ny God!"

Manny sangui | | n:

| said, "oh, man.

We were playing nine players."”
And people don't want to
recogni ze because

they say we're Latino.

W' re bl ack, too.

St eve bl ass:

and | don't remenber having
any particular reaction

on the bench.

Thr ough ni ne inni ngs,

we weren't all,

"ny God, look at it.

It's just brothers.™

It was just.

They were our teammates.
They were our teammates.

It was buccos, yeah.

W were fielding a ballclub
| have no idea if nurtaugh
recogni zed this fact or not.

Manny sangui | | n:

Danny nurtaugh, he said,

"ny manager and ne, we see

ni ne bal | pl ayers

that are going to win the gane."
CGene clines:

it wasn't any big deal

| didn't even realize that
that's the first tine

it had ever happened.

There was nothing really

sai d about it because

we were down seven runs in the
first inning of that gane,

so it wasn't tinme to rem nisce
about an all black team

W got to try and get it
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t oget her because we're
we got to try and get it
t oget her because we're
getting our tails kicked.
And it just so happened,
we did get it together,
and | think we ended up
Wi nni ng the ganme 9-7.
Probably one of the..

One of the best ganes

we played all season
(Musi ¢)

And to field an al
mnority team was sonet hi ng
that I never will forget.
It's history now.

There's a book witten about it.

The team t hat changed basebal |
We're proud of that.

Dan Epstei n:
of atime in Anmerican culture
where bl ack arts, black nusic,

bl ack film
where bl ack arts, black nusic,
black film

all these things were kind of
pushi ng their way

into the mainstream

Bl ack fashion was starting to
i nfl uence what was happeni ng
in white fashion

So in sone ways it seens |ike
1971 was the perfect tinme for,
you know, for the first al

bl ack and brown |i neup.

But at the sanme tinme, it's also

i ke what took you guys so | ong.

Comment at or :

the world series.
(Musi ¢)

(Musi ¢)
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Comment at or :

world series for the first tine
in 11 years, start dock Ellis.
(Music and crowd cheeri ng)
(Musi c and crowd cheeri ng)

Comment at or :
foll ows the honer with a wal k,
Ellis takes a wal k hi nsel f.

Dock:
trouble with nmy armin

dock:

trouble with my armin

San Franci sco, the first gane
i pitched in the playoffs,
and I knew then that

nmy arm was gone.

But | will definitely

be back next year.

(Musi ¢ and crowd cheeri ng)

Comment at or :

final score,

Pittsburgh 5;

Baltinmore 1

(music and crowd cheeri ng)

Comment at or :

series is all tied up.
(Music and crowd cheeri ng)
(Music and crowd cheeri ng)

Comment at or :
t he unsi nkabl e pirate.
(Musi ¢ and crowd cheeri ng)

Comment at or :
Comrent at or:

the series, it's all over.
Pi tt sbur gh!
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Boy 5:
you woul dn't |ike
to wn the world series.

Boy 6:

j unpi ng and scream ng
and spl ashi ng chanpagne
all over each other.
And spl ashi ng chanpagne
all over each other.
(Musi c)

(Musi ¢)

(Musi ¢)

News reporter:

cutter, sagebrush,

and a Navy helicopter |led the
search for the four engine

DC-7 cargo plane that crashed
nmoments after takeoff from

San Juan airport

on new year's Eve.

Roberto cl emente, star
outfielder for the

Pittsburgh pirates, was heading
a mssion carrying relief
supplies to the victins of the
Ni caragua eart hquake.

A special election will be held
by baseball witers to honor

cl enente, who was only the 11th
man in the major |eagues

to get 3,000 hits.

To get 3,000 hits.

Bob Cain, nbc news

(vinyl record static)

(Vinyl record static)

| renmenber getting to the house,
and the team was al ready there,
and dock was you know,

bet ween Manny and dock, | think
those two guys took it really,
really hard.

Real | y hard.
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He did not |ook |ike

dock that | knew.

| know he was hurting very,
very badly, and he was
very enoti onal

This changed him a

| ot too, you know,

when he seen this.

Life can be, you know,

end any second.

And you're not controlling
your own life,

and suddenly he realized it.
He was a conpletely
changed person.

Pet er gol enbock:

particul ar menories of
clemente as a ball pl ayer?
Was he as great as they say?

Dock:

Peter:
Any particul ar reason why?

Dock:
here and here.

Pet er:

Dock:

Pet er:

Dock:

(Musi c¢)

(Musi c¢)

(Musi c¢)

It must have been sone tine
not |ong after

Roberto clenente died in
that horrible plane crash
that his drug use was
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continuing to escal ate.

| renenber at one point he
pushed ne agai nst the dresser
in the bedroom and we had these
two little statues on each end,
and | renenber reaching

back to grab it.

And then | realized | couldn't
hit him you know.

And then he says,

"you gonna hit me with that?"
And | remenber him junping ne
and throwi ng ne down on the bed
and | renenber himjunping ne
and throwi ng me down on the bed
and choki ng ne.

That's when | grabbed our
daughter, | rushed out

of the house, and our friends
i ved next door, and when she
cracked her door, | just pushed
my way in and said,

"you gotta get me out of here.

| think he's gonna kill ne."

| nmean, | really thought ny life
was endangered at that point.
In fact, | called

del ores stargell

and | told her, "you've got to
go to the airport with the team
"and you' ve got to call nme back
and tell me that you see

dock get on that airplane.”

| still had this thought, okay,
he's gonna not get on the plane
and |''m gonna go back to

t he house, and you know.

And |' m gonna go back to

t he house, and you know.

So she went to the airport with
WIllie and called nme fromthe
airport to tell me that he

i ndeed got on the plane with
the team and they had |eft
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and during that road trip,

| got a few things that

| wanted from the house,

and | cane back to California.
Drugs had really taken over him
| think he thought he was taking
them over, but | think it was

t he ot her way around.

Main thing for himis

to stay out of trouble.

And being a pitcher,

what do you have?

And being a pitcher,

what do you have?

You know a pitcher only pitches
one day every four days

or every five days, right?

So you can go, and when you

| eave there you shoul d

be going honme, but now you're
not married, okay?

So now you can go where?

You can go anywhere

you want to go, right?

So, hey, you kind of get

away from your objective.

You' re not doing what you're
supposed to do, first,

because you renenber in basebal
you have a |l ot of distractions.
(Musi c¢)

(Musi c)

FI oyd Hof f man:

butt wild.

When they cane to town,
| went into the hotel
and there was j ust

| adi es ever ywhere.

Fi ne | adi es everywhere.
| mssed a | ot of
dock's stories

because of | ot of dock stories
came after m dnight.
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Ray Jones:
and he could sit down

ray Jones:

and he could sit down

and he could drink it.

| nmean, he'd drink your ass
under the table,

so he did his drinking.
Especial ly back there

in Pittsburgh

God dog boy!

Pet er gol enbock:
doing a | ot of dope
at this particular tine?

Dock:
Dock would call ne

at maybe 3:

When I'min the bed.

|"d pick up the, "hello."
"Bi g daddy, what you doi ng?"
|'d say, "I1'm asl eep, fool!
|'d say, "I1'm asleep, fool!
What the hell you

think I'm doi ng?"

Al Ranbo:

hi mjust go on and on and on,
and | could tell that he was out
of his mnd and |i ke he was kind
of |ike reaching out for help.

Fl oyd Hof f man:

me a lot, and that was due,
because he was honesi ck,
and | onely.

Al Ranbo:
who was under control as far as
he was concerned, but maybe he
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was reaching out for help,
and | didn't have the ability
to really respond

to his request for help.

To his request for help.

Dock:

training I would walk all the
way out to the backstop of a
field and sit out there, drink,
get high and plant weed,

and they woul dn't bot her ne,
because they'd say,

well, he's here.

He's not out in the

streets nowhere;

there he is, right there.

He's sitting over

t here getting drunk!

(Laughs)

(Musi ¢)

(Musi c¢)

A literary agent of

m ne who's a baseball fan

got the notion of suiting up a
nunber of total amateurs

and visiting spring training at
the very begi nning of spring
trai ning when things are pretty
| oose, and writing about it.
So | put on the uniform and
went out and started doing

| aps with the players.

And | did one lap, and then

by the tine...

It was nerely a lap around the
base paths, rather short..

It was nerely a lap around the
base paths, rather short..

By the tinme | got to second
base the second tine,

two young catchers who are
strong and hearty types,

pi cked ne up under the el bows
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and carried me

the rest of the way.

And a tall, black pitcher, said,
"man, you're out of shape!"”

And that was dock Ellis.

Well, that day, one of the

Pi tt sburgh newspaper mnen

i nterviewed ne.

Sonebody told himl was a poet.
And dock said, "you're a poet?"
And | said, "yeah, yeah,

sure | am"
And | said, "yeah, yeah,
sure | am"

He was curious about poetry.

He had never net a poet before.
And out of the spring training,
| wote the piece called
fathers playing catch with sons.
And | published it in playboy ,
and | think it may have been at
that point that dock said he
wanted to wite a book,

and it started fromthat point.
(Jet engi ne)

Dock:

and | asked the manager
could I go home, because we
had an of f day.

And they normally let you go
honme if you're in the area,
so he said, "yeah."

So | took sone LSD at the
airport when | took off

with the car, because | knew
where it would hit ne..

Wth the car, because | knew
where it would hit ne..

I n LA

(Musi c)

(Musi ¢)

(Musi ¢)

(Musi c¢)
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I, I just took a ride

in a silver machine,

and I"'mstill feeling nean!

The real high fromLSD cane
fromsnorting the LSD,

where you crushed the pills and
you actually snorted the LSD
And we did LSD in ny
girlfriend s house at that tine,
and we did LSD in ny
girlfriend s house at that tine,
and whet her or not the story
becones fictional --

as far as how he got to

San Diego and all that stuff --
| am not privil eged

to that information.

A |l ady picked up the

phone and says,

"who is calling?"

| told himwe are calling

for the pirates,

we want to talk to dock Ellis.
She said, "he's sleeping.”

| tell him you better

wake hi m up,

because he's supposed to

be in San Diego right now.
Because he's supposed to

be in San Di ego right now.
(Musi c¢)

And the next thing I know,

I m waki ng up,

and | go outside,

and | renenber her saying,

"you gotta pitch today."

| said, "what are

you tal ki ng about ?"

And she said, "San D ego,

you gotta pitch."

| said, "no, | pitch tonorrow. "
She says, "oh, no, no, no!
Look, | ook!"

She says, "oh, no, no, no!
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Look, | ook!"

And | said, "well, what
happened to yesterday?"
(Crowd cheering)

So there | was out there,
you know,

hi gh as a CGeorgi a pine,
tripping on acid.

We had a rookie on the team at
that particular time nanmed
Dave cash, and he sat

next to ne.

And he kept saying after the
first inning, he said,

"you got a no-no going."
"You got a no-no going."

| said, "yeah, right."

Dave cash

respond at the tine.

He was so wr apped

up in the gane.

And t hen about a coupl e innings
| ater, he canme back, he said,
"Dave, | still got

a no-no going."

Dock:

the pressure from ot her players
wanting to tell himto shut up
because you' re not supposed

to say nothing if sonebody's
throwing a no-hitter,

because it's bad | uck.

Comment at or :

to first base.

AQiver, brilliant play.
Underhand's to Ellis, two down.
| hit a couple guys.

It was an ugly no-hitter,

| got letters about it.

But it was a no-no.
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Comment at or :

bul | pen is standing

and wal ki ng around nervous.
Stri ke one.

Now, the pitch

Stri ke two.

Dock Ellis, |ooking out

at the scoreboard,

dock Ellis, |ooking out

at the scoreboard,

he can see zero, zero, zero
where it says, San D ego.
And dock Ellis checks

his sign and cones down.
Strike three!

They' re going after him

He got it!

(Crowd cl appi ng, cheering)

Coment at or :

dock Ellis on a no-hitter!

| renmenber the phone

started ringing.

Them cal | i ng Paul a, the news
medi a, and we're |iKke,

"what ? What, what ?"

| told him "hey dock,

you did a hell a job!"

He said, "what the hell | did?"
| said, "what you mnean,

what you di d?

"You know what you did.

You pitched a no-hitter,"

and he says to ne, "no shit!"

Dock:

| was in the w nd..
To party all night.
(Musi c¢)

(Musi c)

Comment at or :
agai nst the pirates,
the pirates start dock Ellis.
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The pirates start dock Ellis.
One night, we're playing at

t he stadi um and he cones in
the trainer's roomand | reach
for the vida oil,

and he says, "oh, what

am | doi ng here?"

He says, "lI'mnot going to

be out there too long."

Dock:

been intimdating the pirates.
When we were sitting there,

| said, "look at them

here they cone.™

| said, "just |ook at

t hem shaki ng hands."

"Just | ook at them over there!
"And they're going to

ki ck our ass

and then tal k shit

about us."

And | rem nded them | said
"if you shake hands,

|"mgoing to hit you."

So | thought of throw ng

at nmy own teammates,

so | thought of throw ng

at nmy own teammates,

hitting themw th the ball.
Get away fromthem

And they said,

"oh, he's gone nuts."

So they stopped talking to them
But that was ny thing, trying
to let ny teammates know,

that these guys are going to
come in here and kiss your ass
and ki ck your ass,

and | augh at you.

Qur players were getting
knocked down,

getting hit and everything,
but the other starting pitchers

Page 51/ 80



fromour team wasn't doing
nothing fromretaliation
Dock wal ked out and stopped
at batting practice and said,
"every one of you com ng

to the plate tonorrow,

"every one of you com ng

to the plate tonorrow,
I"mhitting you."

Dock:

need of us having a neeting,
goi ng over the hitters,
because it's on.

|"mgoing to do the do today.
(Musi c, crowd cheeri ng)

He said to nme, "Manny,

there's no sign today."

He said, "just you step behind
home plate, | throw the ball."
When the gane started, you know,
that was Pete rose.

| threw at hima couple tines,
| said, the only thing

| threw at hima couple tines,
| said, the only thing

| can hit on him

is his big butt.

First batter,

dock hit him

Wien | hit him he ran down
to first base,

and he had the ball and
flipped it to ne.

| said, "I want to kill him"
Because he was telling ne,

it don't hurt.

Second batter,

dock hit him

Joe Mbrgan was up next,

and Joe told Pete rose,

"he won't hit ne because
|'"'ma brother."

And | popped his butt.
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Third batter,
dock hit him

Dock:

about intimdation,
and the next hitter
was Dan dries sen

By this time, the fans
are munbl i ng.

They have no idea
what's goi ng on.

Dock:

was Tony Perez.

And | couldn't hit Tony.

You can't hit anyone

if they know

you're throw ng at them
Threw at Johnny bench

and they took ne out.

Then | was gone.

| mean, it was unbelievable.
We coul d not i magine

what was goi ng on

Mur t augh cane out angry,
because he knew that this
murt augh cane out angry,
because he knew that this

was not a | apse of control.
He knew t hat dock was

bei ng dock and he yanked
hi m out of the gane.

It was a pretty bizarre

and eventful day.

There was a lot of friction
up there at that batter's box.
You think of stories of dock,
and it's not all praise
because he could piss you off
in a mnute, too.

But we're in Montreal and the
starters are all pitching bad.
Murt augh call ed a neeting, and
he says, "I don't know what's
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murtaugh called a neeting, and
he says, "I don't know what's
"going on with you guys,

but sonebody's goi ng

to have to go to the bullpen.”
Dock stood right up and said,
"well, who amthe one

what am going to the bull pen?"
Wth an exaggerat ed

bl ack accent.

And he says, "blass ain't
going to the bull pen,

"noose ain't going to the
bul | pen, and you know t he
docktor ain't going

to the bull pen!”

And rmurt augh. ..

| don't know what got resol ved.

Hopeful ly, we started
pitching better.

| got to go to the bullpen
You got to go...

You were the one that

got to go to the bull pen?

| f they start noving you now
froma starting pitcher

if they start noving you now
froma starting pitcher

to the bull pen, you really
start thinking, uh,

are they going to nove ne
of f the tean?

|"mnot going to get as

many opportunities now.

Do they think that |I'm sort
of losing it alittle bit?

Dock wasn't having a good year.

From spring training to
maybe June or July,

dock had not won a gane.
Everybody eventually gets
put out to pasture.

| mean, it happens.

| nean, it happens.
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You don't play, you don't
pitch forever

And it's a tough call
sonetines, for a manager

or a pitching coach to nmake
that determ nation

Bob sm zi k:

hi m once in the bull pen,

and then the second tine,

he refused to go into the gane.
This was |ike on a Thursday

t hat

he refused to go into the gane,
and that Saturday, dock was
going to speak to the team

and apol ogi ze to nurtaugh

for not going in to pitch

Dock apparently

got up to speak,

and as he's slowy talking,
people are starting to reali ze,
and as he's slowy talking,
people are starting to reali ze,
he's not apol ogi zi ng,

he's just reinforcing

his belief that they were wong
in putting himin the bull pen.

By 8:

made an announcenent
that dock Ellis had
been suspended.

Comment at or :

suspended, you know, for awhile.

Tomreich

dock Ellis, confrontation
becones unavoi dabl e.
Beconmes unavoi dabl e.

Dock:
doi ng a tel ecast,
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and made nention that dock Ellis
was bei ng showcased.
He will be sonewhere next year.

Comment at or :

years of age, so he is

by no nmeans an old tinmer.
Vell, it was tine for him
at that tinme, for a change,
li ke a trade.

St ei nbrenner, who | knew
very well, | said to him
"when he is on the nmound, he's
as serious as a heart attack."
What a terrible trade.

VWhat a terrible trade.

One of the worst trades

| have ever seen

Peri od.

(Musi ¢)

(Musi ¢)

(Musi c¢)

| remenber when he went

to the Yankees.

| was thinking a little bit,
dock Ellis and the Yankees,
| don't know

(Laughs)

(Musi ¢ and crowd cheeri ng)

Dock:

training for ne,

because | was trying

to fool the players.

Because | was trying

to fool the players.

They partied together.

| told them!| didn't

do those things.

They were all new to ne,

and | had to have ny tine

to check 'em out, but what they
were telling nme is, "we're cool
"We're all cool
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"W know you' re cool

"We've found out about you.
Cone on!"

| m saying, "no!"

Pet er gol enbock:
it take you to check them out?

Dock:

of the season.

We all got high together
We all got high together
That team drank

snoked dope, cocai..
Everyt hi ng, together.
But it was Kkick-ass

and take nanes.

Boy 1:

who do drugs

and still put out their best.
Boy 2:

about that, mster?
| can renmenber himhitting
Reggi e Jackson one tine.

Dock:

about that home run Reggie
hit off of me in the

al |l -star gane.

Dan Epstei n:

gane, Reggi e Jackson hits
this nmega-lific home run
of f of dock Ellis.

Comment at or :
| ong drive...

Comment at or :
| ong drive...
That one is going up, it is..
Of the roof.
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Dan Epstein:

pretty nmuch the last tine

t hey faced each ot her

until 1976.

They say that's the reason
why | hit himwhen

he was with Baltinore,

but that wasn't the case.

It was sonet hing el se.

He had stood up on the

top of the dugout steps

and chal | enged ne.

So, dock's pitching against
the orioles.

He's facing mark bel anger, who's
the orioles' like great field,
no-hit shortstop.

No- hit short st op.

Dock:

exchangi ng basebal | s,

mark had his head down,

and when | threw the ball back,
bel anger al nobst got hit because
he hadn't conme out of the box.
He had his head down.

And they tell nme Reggi e was
com ng up the steps

and he thought | had

t hrown at bel anger.

And he screanmed, "why don't you
hit a big so-and-so |ike ne?"
And | just gl anced back.

| said, ooooh, you know.

Again, | was high as a Georgia
pi ne, and so when he got

to the plate, thurman canme out
to the nound and asked ne,

to the plate, thurman canme out
to the nmound and asked ne,

he said, "did you hear what
your brother man sai d?"

| said, "yeah, | heard him
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"Get your little fat butt back
behind the plate

and don't say not hing,

don't give ne no signals."

So Reggi e cones up and | just,
you know, different pitches

in and out and caught him

| eaning, and hit him

Pet er gol enbock:
anyt hing afterwards?

Dock:

He says | shoul d have call ed.
He had the paper, | should
have called to see how he was.
He had the paper, | should
have called to see how he was.
But | was enbarrassed |

didn't really hurt him

| go back in the | ocker room and
i got three one hundred
dollar bills over ny | ocker,
and | never had to buy

anot her drink the rest of

t he year from them guys.

| renmenber the incident.

You know, Reggi e probably popped
of f, said sonething to him
and he says, okay, take this.
But there's a way you do it
and there's a tinme you do it.
Never a ball in the head area.
I f you hit somebody and hurt
themor there's a fight
because you're hitting him
and both teans are hurt.
Because you're hitting him
and both teans are hurt.
Omership is really set back
with a |lot of noney

sitting on the side,

and for that reason,

during owner's neetings
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and gni s neetings,

it was stressed that we
cl ean the ganme up

Al'l the players are

prot ect ed now.

They' ve got shin guards
on their el bows,

t hey' ve got pads everywhere.
You can't knock a
hitter down anynore.
They don't pitch inside.
That's why you see so
many hone runs hit.

The gane has changed.
The gane has changed.

Dan Epstein:

strong year for the Yankees

t hat year

| think that was naybe the
second best year of his career.
It seenmed |ike he was

really revitalized.

(Musi c¢)

Donal d hal I :

| ook over the manuscri pt,
and we sat at the table,

at the dining room

goi ng over it, page by page.

Donald hall is a very good
witer, and | had a | ot of
Donald hall is a very good

witer, and | had a | ot of
respect for him but there were
certain things that woul d' ve

been extrenely damagi ng to dock

Donal d hal | :

"you can't put that in there."
And | said, "why?"

He said, "I am worKking

for M. steinbrenner.”
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Tom reich

a very serious issue.

Some of this material could have
been very fatal to his career.
You know, and with a public
figure, and particularly

you know, and with a public
figure, and particularly

at that tinme, the players

had no | everage.

There were no |long-term

deal s yet.

Dock:

between the Iines with ne,
because in ny book it talks
about going back to the hotel,
drinking the orange juice, gin
and snoki ng "super kools,"

whi ch was. ..

Super kool was cocai ne,

but nobody really knew

what that was back then

But read through the lines
and you know | was goi ng back
to the hotel to get high

To the hotel to get high

| just hate that | was not sober
when | played for the Yankees.
See, | can only vaguely
remenber sone of that.

| saw greenies, marijuana

and cocai ne,

but I never saw neth or heroine
or anything like that.

It was in Pittsburgh

That's where we net.

Dock was at the

bar having a drink.

He conmes up to ne and

asks nme for ny autograph.

He cones up to ne and

asks ne for ny autograph.

| had no idea who he was.
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VWhen he was around ne, we were
just ordinary people.
| didn't feel |like he was a

Reggi e Jackson or this big star

He was dock to ne, you know?
Just because he played ball,
that was his job.

He was very | ow key, but he
just made ne feel special.

| don't know what he did on the
road, but he never nmade ne

feel |ike there was
sonebody el se, ever.
Feel |ike there was

sonmebody el se, ever.

| don't renenber, you know,
any bad tines at that tine.
Dock | oved being in New York.

Comment at or :

like to see thensel ves get
back into this series, and
they' re hoping that, that man,
dock Ellis, a 17-gane w nner
and a former national |eaguer,

can help themstemthe red tide.

(Music and crowd cheeri ng)
(Music and crowd cheeri ng)
17 and 8, he went

for the yanks.

He went 17 ganes

for the Yankees.

They went to the

worl d series.

Comment at or :

to start the action.

He gets it going in a hurry.
(Musi c¢)

(Musi c)

(Musi c)

Dan Epstei n:
pitching in the world series
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and, you know, not doing well,
but then the Yankees

got conpletely steanrolled

by the reds in that series.
(Musi ¢)

Comment at or :

one nore to nake

the final score 7-2.

That was about the end of dock
as a star, but it was a

very stirring conmeback by him
and attri butabl e,

very stirring coneback by him
and attributabl e,

| think, to his skill and to
the force of his personality.

| think himand steinbrenner
had sone kind of disagreenent,
and | was telling himto chill
out, because | | ove New York,

| didn't want him

to go anywhere.

And of course, he was so

st ubborn and bul | - headed,

he wanted to speak his mnd, and
that ultimately got us traded.
It was a little surprising,

and | think the Yankees

it was a little surprising,

and | think the Yankees

traded himto Gakl and,

as | recall, and he wasn't
pitching very well there,

and so we thought we m ght

be getting a guy who

had suddenly lost it.

But corbett did a lot of things
wi t hout expl ai ni ng t hem

t o anybody.

Brad was a swashbuckl i ng
character who operated on whins,
and so | think he said, this is
the guy we need at the back end
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of our rotation now

And you know what, he was right.

In 1977, when dock cane into
the rangers, what | recal

is when | | ooked at dock on
TV or when | saw him pitch
is when | | ooked at dock on
TV or when | saw him pitch

| thought, | don't want to
meet himin an all eyway.

W were Mles apart in terns of
who we would run around with
and so our relationship

was strictly professional.

Ji m Reeves:

he had the big clash

with Billy hunter.

Billy hunter was ol d-school
basebal |, and dock Ellis

was new school basebal |

You know, baseball was under

a transition at that tine.

You know, baseball was under

a transition at that tine.

We were noving away from

basi cally i ndentured servitude
to the free agent nmarket.

And t he ol d-school guys

were used to saying,

"you do it nmy way."

Billy had a, like a |ot of

ol d-school managers did,

had a teamrul e that players
could not drink

at the hotel bar where

t he team was st ayi ng,

because that bar was reserved
for the manager

But dock didn't |ike that rule,
and he basically led a player
but dock didn't |ike that rule,
and he basically led a player
revolt saying, "we're grown men
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we can do what we want to,

we can drink where we want to."
He wasn't going to |et

Billy hunter take away

what he felt |ike

were his rights.

And that was kind of

t he essence of dock.

Billy hunter was just considered
by the players too dictatorial,
t oo hard- ass.

And they |et him go.

And they | et himgo.

Dad was a pl ayers' owner,

and he listened to the players.
In some ways, Brad corbett

was a father to dock

Dock may have seen sonething in
Brad that he may have I|iked

to have experienced | ater

on with his father,

and never had the opportunity
to do that.

Dock and dad | oved each ot her.
They were truly friends.

A lot of fond nenories of dock.
A lot of fond nenories of dock.
And you know, one of the things
that was so amazi ng about dock
is now we know that he was
really | oaded sone of the tines,
and he never really

seened out of control.

He seened |i ke he was having

a good time, you know.

My Uncl e renenbered one tine
when he cane over and he drank
a bottle of vodka in 45 m nutes,
and he said he didn't seem

any different after the

bottl e of vodka was gone

any different after the

bottl e of vodka was gone

t han when he showed up
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Austine Ellis:

around nme, he wasn't

a sl oppy drunk.

He spoke wel | .

| didn't... maybe | was blind
toit, but like I said,

he wasn't what | thought a drunk
was at the tine, you know.

Dock:

chivas regal in the norning,
and then sone orange juice
or coffee, it didn't nmake ne
no damm difference.

But then, when | go to lunch
' mgoing to eat olives

but then, when | go to |unch,
|'mgoing to eat olives
fromthe Martinis,

and | would slip out,

and | was gone to ny |ocal bar.
| was drinking the

vodka and shit.

Dock was on the back side.
Dad | oved dock as a person,
but it was tinme to nove on

Dock:

pitched for was the pirates.
They | et me conme back

and die a pirate.

That's what | asked them to |et
me cone back and die a pirate,
end ny career as a pirate.

Dock was a neani ngful guy in

nmy life, and to watch himpitch
and be as good as he was,

and then to get hi m back,

he was at the end and he knew
he was at the end.

But | was happy to see hi m back
because hey, it's dock,

and dock has sonmething to offer.
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And dock has sonething to offer
And dock said, "I'm shot,

| don't have anyth...

"My arm s gone.

| don't have anything."

It kinda...

It hurt.

Ray Jones:

getting close to the end,

you know?

Even when he'd say,

son, ny armis hurting.

Hey, it's over

He'd say, hell, he can't even
break gl ass, you know.

But hell, you done had,

you had a hell of a run

Dock:
get me high, | would do it.

Dock:

get me high, I would do it.
Cocai ne, heroi ne, nescaline,
crank, al cohol...

| nmean, | had guys who'd get
sonet hing on the street and say,
"dock, | wonder how high

this would get you."

|"d say, "pinch off sone

and let nme check it out."

| just renmenber one

ni ght | drove hone,

and | was getting out of the car
and dock canme out of the house,
and | didn't think

anything of it.

And | didn't think

anything of it.

| had a babysitter

there at the tine.

And anyway, to nake a long story
short, he was angry and drunk..
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And | didn't know

what was goi ng on.

So, | managed to get the

little girl, the neighbor,

and | took her honme, and | nade
t he m stake of goi ng back.

And | guess he had just gotten

t he news of him being rel eased,
and | guess he had just gotten

the news of him being rel eased,
so fromabout 12 in the evening

until 5:

he took it out on ne..

Wth guns and rifles

and shot guns,

revolvers in my nouth,

and it was devastating.

He had never done that before,
and he managed to let ne

he had never done that before,
and he managed to let ne

call a girlfriend, and | told
her to call the police.

And she did.

And the police cane, but because
| wasn't scream ng or anything,
they didn't enter.

So | guess he finally

got tired or whatever,

and | told himl had

to go to the restroom

and so he carried ne

to the bat hroom

And then he wanted

to have rel ations.

And t hen he wanted

to have rel ations.

And I'mlike, you' ve

got to be kidding ne.

And so, we got in the bed,

and he says,

"if | go to sleep, are

you going to kill me?"
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And ne thinking of ny son, |
said, "no, | wouldn't kill you."
| was just so hurt that he did
t hat, because we were so cl ose,
and we would walk in the room
and people wanted to be us,
because, | nean,

| don't know,

it was just a great

rel ati onshi p.

It was just a great

rel ati onshi p.

And | was just so hurt that
after the way he treated ne
that he could do that, you know.
And so, | didn't go to sleep
And when it got light, | was
getting up, and he says,

"where are you goi ng?"

| said, "I"'mgoing to

the hospital ."

And so, | got up and got dressed
and went to the hospital

and never went back.

He called ne and he said,

"pick me up fromthe airport.
He called ne and he said,

"pick me up fromthe airport.
Have a bottle of vodka, because
it's going to be nmy last drink."
He said, "I'ma drug addict

and an al coholic."

And | said, "what?"

He said, "I'ma drug addict

and an al coholic.

|"'mgoing into treatnent."”

And | did, | picked himup
fromthe airport

and had his bottle of vodka.
And to ny know edge,

that was his last drink.

(Musi ¢)

(Musi ¢)
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Pet er gol enbock:
did you stay in this center?

Dock:

nore than the insurance,
because | was afraid.

You know, it was like | didn't
have the six bullets in nmy gun.
It was like |I had five

and | knew it.

So whatever it was, | was going
to stay there "til | got it.
You can al ways change

and be a better person.

You can al ways change

and be a better person.

| think he went there.

And we tried to go back
Because | loved him | nmean,
he was wonderful .

It was just that one night
that tore everything apart.
Once you are an addict

or have been cured of it,

you don't have a problem

tal ki ng about it,

because that's in your makeup.
Because that's in your makeup.
You' re supposed to tal k about
it, because after | stopped
using... the thing was,

| needed to tal k about it

to make nyself fine.

You' ve got to face what you did,
and then you' ve got

to live your life.

In Pittsburgh this norning,
maj or | eague basebal | players
begin testifying about

al | eged cocai ne deal s

wi th a cl ubhouse cook.

Kei th Her nandez, of the nets,
formerly of the

St. Louis cardinals, said at
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one point, he estinates,

t hat between one-third and a
hal f of the major |eague players
t hat between one-third and a
hal f of the mmjor |eague players
wer e usi ng cocai ne.

News reporter:

a journeyman infielder,

now with the Los Angel es
Dodgers, testified.

Former Pittsburgh pitcher
dock Ellis tal ked this week
about how tenpting he found
cocai ne and anphet am nes

in the big | eagues.

Yes, a | ot of noney causes

a | ot of problens,

and a | ot of problens

causes a |l ot of stress,

a lot of stress causes a | ot
of need for nedication,

and to nedi cate those problens,
a |l ot of athletes,

a lot of individuals seek
drugs and al cohol .

When you used drugs as an
athlete, did it nmake you

when you used drugs as an
athlete, did it nake you

nore aggressive on the field?
Didit affect your play?

Well, | can recall one incident,
ed, where | hit sone baseba...
Sone players for the

Ci ncinnati reds.

But you're not the only pitcher
who's thrown at soneone.

| threwto hit them

| nmean, | threw to hurt

t hem bad.

But what do young

at hl etes need, then?

What's the advi ce?
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Educat e and make t he young

guys in the rookie |eagues,

t he rookies, aware of drug
dangers and al cohol dangers.
Have an anonynous rehabilitative
program for major |eague

have an anonynous rehabilitative
program for major | eague
basebal | players, and a thorough
after-care program

and hel p these guys.

| felt that | had sone
col | eagues that were

i nvol ved with drugs and al cohol,
and what | had | earned,

if I could share that with them
t hey m ght stop

or they m ght think about
stopping, so | said,

"I"'mgoing to go to school

"' mgoing to | earn about

this counseling stuff."

And that's what | did.

He | oved going to school.

He' d cone over

He' d cone over

He'd want me to help

himw th his papers.

He just put his all into what...
Into that.

And that's what he did with
anything he tried,

he was going to 100%

H s dream was t hat

maj or | eague basebal

put a real drug programin.
Basebal | hasn't addressed that.
Foot bal | hasn't addressed that.
Hi s idea was go

to the cl ubhouse.

Go to the hotel.

Go to where they're at.

They ain't going to cone to you.
They ain't going to conme to you.
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By the tine they conme to you,
t hey' ve al ready been | ocked up
or their old lady's

t hrown t hem out.

And his idea was to go around
to different cl ubhouses

in different cities and just
have a group on living.

Hi , everybody.

Qur guest on sports | ook today
was once referred to as the
muhammad Ali of baseball.

Dock Ellis, who is now a
counsel or, drug counsel or

and al cohol abuse counsel or
for the New York Yankees,

and on retainer for a nunber
of other players...

| think dock had a natura

| eadership quality.

| think dock had a natura

| eadership quality.

There was a wi sdomt here,
because at this point in

dock Ellis' |life, he'd been

t hrough a hell of a Ilot,

and was really kind of an

i nspiring presence on the set.
(Players chatter)

The casting director just said,
"do you know who wants

to come in and just audition
is dock Ellis?"

To come in and just audition
is dock Ellis?"

And | said, "really?

That's kind of amazing."

| know he's retired now,

but why not?

(Cheering)

| nost vividly remenber dock
when we were doing this
conpany softball gane sequence,
and it was a chance
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to actually kind of

tal k basebal |

And that was the first tinme that
| had heard his claim

that he pitched the

no-hitter on LSD

And he tal ked about

it wth enbarrassmnent.

It wasn't |ike sone sort

of cool calling card.

It wasn't |ike sone sort

of cool calling card.

He was tal ki ng about that day,
about sort of his own

di sappoi ntnent in hinself.

So, when he referred to it,

it was with regret.

Even though all the other guys,
com cs, hip guys,

you can imagi ne them chortling
and goadi ng and com ng up

with one-liners about it,

and pretending that they

were on acid pitching

and stuff |ike that,

and he'd joke along with them
but you also felt

and he'd joke along with them
but you also felt

t hat he was di sappoi nted

in hinmsel f.

| just renmenber this | ook

in his eyes and hi m sayi ng,
"I"'mglad | threw a no-hitter,
| suppose, but I'd probably
trade that for not having pulled
a stunt like that," you know?
And maybe some day sone of
these big-tinme stars

will conme around to you Kkids
because they really care

about you, and they're going to
tell you about sone of the hel
and pain they've been through

Page 74/ 80



because of booze and drugs.
Sonme of you don't knowit,
but I"'ma forner

maj or | eague basebal | pl ayer.
| did sone things in basebal
that | see sone of you guys
do today.

And you know, sone of you who
are off the hook sonetine,
and that's just the

way ny life is.

| nmet dock at an aa conventi on,
and we changed cards

and pl easantri es.

And we changed cards

and pl easantries.

| said, you know, if you ever
need me for sonething, dock,
|'mup at the boys' school
and you want to conme up

and give a talk to nmy young

i nmates, nore than wel cone.
Probably three days,

four days later, | get a call
He said, "I'mcomng up!"

So he cane up, and a week | ater,
| said, "do you want a job?"
| was out to lunch

Of the hook.

| shoul d not have been

all oned to play basebal

for things that | did.

For things that | did.

But they allowed it.

Larry denery:

to "em they'll get up and say,
fuck you!

| done a | ot of wong.

That's what they want to hear.
They don't want

to hear bullshit.

They want to hear

the facts, the truth
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And it has to conme from here.
He was so effective with

i nmat es, because he treated

an inmate just as a person.
Dock wouldn't follow all the
institutional rules, now.

Dock wouldn't follow all the
institutional rules, now.

Dock would bring in food,

and that was a no-no.

He'd | et them nake phone call s.
That was a no-no.

But there was a net hod

in his madness.

One time he called ne in

for a counseling session.

| thought he was fittin" to chew
me out about not coming to group
and tell me that | probably was
going to have to get noved

back to prison

And he opened up his lunch bag
and he pulled out sonme G eens
and he opened up his lunch bag
and he pulled out sonme G eens
and sonme pork chops and
cornbread, and he put them

on his desk, and he said,

"l et's have |unch."

And | sat there and

| thought about it.

| said... because it was agai nst
the rules and policy...

But | thought, | said,

"this man don't even know ne
and he's wlling to take

this chance, you know. "

And | asked hi m why.

He said, "I know you're tired of
eating this food in here.”

And it really showed ne that
for no other reason

and it really showed ne that
for no other reason
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t han just because he cared,

he did it.

Because | didn't have anything
to offer; | was doing tine.

| tal ked with dock about,

what do you tell these guys

and young | adies that you are
counseling and trying

to get themto take a

different direction?

And he said, "I would just talk
about the tinmes that | really
"hit rock bottom and |I talk
about it very candidly and say,
"you really don't
ever want to be here.
and he woul d tal k about how

| ucky he was to have been able
and he woul d tal k about how

| ucky he was to have been able
to live through that, because
wi th what dock experienced
during that tinme of his life,

he shoul d have passed away t hen.

And when you listen to stories
froma man that had it all

and lost it all, it's a big
eye- opener when you can rel ate
to a guy that had that

ki nd of success,

and has the same

probl ens you have.

Vi ctor beecham
menber for over 20 years.

|'ve been shot, |'ve
been in many gun battles.
| ' ve been shot, |'ve

been in many gun battles.

Life was at the point to where
it really didn't matter

And dock Ellis hel ped ne get
back into the normalities

of life, to |ook things as
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they are, realistically,

and make good deci si ons

and apply ethics and norals.
Dad had a lifelong battle

wi th al cohol,

and about ' 97,

and about ' 97,

he really kind of hit bottom
He was drinking, you know,
two bottles of vodka a day
and two bottles of wi ne a day
and cognac, and it was tine.
And dock hel ped dad, tal ked him
t hrough what he had to do,
how it had to happen, you know,
and hel ped hi m get

how it had to happen, you know,
and hel ped hi m get

to the other side.

| do notivational speakings
for people that are

i ncarcerated and on parol e.

| run honel ess shelters.

| hel p the youth.

And | was just thinking,
"dock, can you see ne now?"
The first pitch, the first
strike out, WIllie nmays,

the first pitch, the first
strike out, WIllie mys,

the first win against the
Dodgers, you know,

| could put groups of

kids in that category.

| get calls now from guys...
(Sobbing) A guy called ne

t he ot her night.

He says, "dock, that shit you
tal ked about, fear," he says,
he says, "dock, that shit you
tal ked about, fear," he says,
"I know what that shit is now,
|'ve been pronoted."”

(Laughs)
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He said, "I didn't know that,
that's all it was.

| was scared.”

Because | used to tell himhe
coul d do anything he wanted to.
He tal ked so nmuch shit.

| said, "man, you could

sell anything."

But he didn't have no
confidence in hinself,

because he was scared.

And he called ne to tell ne,

he says, "I know what that shit
is now, all that shit you tal ked
about in the class."

s now, all that shit you tal ked
about in the class."”

But that's the reward | get.
(Silent film

(Silent film

(Musi ¢)

(Musi c¢)

(Musi c¢)

(Musi c¢)

(Cears throat)

| couldn't view the body.

| couldn't view the body.

And so the last nenory that

| have in himis

and | try to shut it off on
everybody that funerals | go to,
is remenbering himthe | ast
time that he stood up

and we were talking with

each ot her.

And, um ..

And that's pretty nmuch it.
(Musi c¢)

Dock was a great human bei ng.
And it was very easy

for me to eul ogi ze him

And it was very easy

for me to eul ogize him

At first, | thought it was hard,
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but once | got there,

it was very easy to tal k about
sonebody that you |iked

and sonebody that you | oved.
As guys tal k about their honeys,
he was ny honey.

He was content.

He had found peace with hinself.
You' ve got to uplift

yoursel f before you can

[ift sonebody el se.

And that's what he did.

And | told himall those

t hi ngs before he died,

and | told himall those

t hi ngs before he died,

what he did to translate

me into a better person.

A |l ot of kids nowadays,
especially the players,

don't understand what

happened or what dock Ellis
type of people did.

Jacki e Robi nson. ..

He m ght have said it all...

( Sobbi ng)

When he said, you m ght

want to give up

But | never did,

and | never will.
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