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- You need sone hel p, man.

- Oh, Cod.

| don't care.

You want to ness up your own shit.
But you're going to ness up m ne,
| need to know you got my back.
Not that you're going to cone fal
t hrough t he door behind ne..
Don't worry your pretty

little spic head off.

t 00.

i ng

Anyway. That was all | wanted to say.

s that it?

Fuck you.

Scudder .

Renenber us?

kay, get out. Both of you.
| told you last night that we...
OCh, ny God!

| s everybody okay?

CGet down!

Get behind nme! Get down!
Move it!

- Stay | ow

- Duck inside!

Hey, Matt.

It's me, Peter.

You know, Peter Kristo...
Oh, Peter. Hi.

Do | know you, Peter?

Yeah, | led a neeting a few weeks
You know, |'ma painter,
got hooked on smack in art school.
Oh, yeah.

You're the guy did the
Jackson Pol | ock nunber

on the wall of the john
with the blood fromyour...
- Syringe.

- Yeah.

- Yeah, that was ne.

- | enjoyed your story.

Ch! Thanks. Appreciate it.
Do you m nd?

ago.
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Sure, sit down.

Can't snmoke in here, honey.

- Yeah.

- Somet hi ng wong, Peter?
It's nmy brother, you know?

He needs your help.

What ki nd of hel p?

| think it would be better if
you cane out to Cinton Hll,
tal ked about it there with him
Cinton H Il

Yeah, he'll pay for your cab out
there and back, and your tine.
Whet her you take it or not.

Pl ease, just hear what he got
to say, that's all |I'm asking.
When does your brot her

want to have this chat?

Well, you know. R ght now
That's what | was afraid

you were gonna say.

- Here you go, Mtt.

- Thanks, Jenny.

Yeah, |'m sorry.
You' re eating.
"1l conme back.

Yeah, if you're...
Jenny, would you keep this warm
for nme, please? I'l|l be back.

Hal f an hour, right there on the right.

That's it. Yeah,

it's a nice place, right?

Al right, M. Mtt. Go on up
Kenny don't |ike nme snoking
in the house, so...

Hey, Kenny.

M. Scudder. Come in.

Can | get you sonething to drink?
Not a "drink" drink, | know
you know Peter from AA

but there's coffee nmade,

or I can offer you a soda.
I"mfine.

So you're a private detective,
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is that right?

- Unlicensed.

- What's that nean?

It means that sonetines
| do favors for people,
and sonetinmes, in return
they give ne gifts.

G fts. But you used

to be a cop, right?

Yeah, | was with the 6th Precinct
inthe Village for a while.
And before that, | was

over here with the 75th

So why'd you quit?

| didn't like the hours, M. Kristo.
Nah, the corruption got to you, huh?
Not really.

It would have been hard to
support ny famly without it.
So, what can | do for you?

Vll, this was really ny brother's idea,
you know, bringing you out here.
You want, | can | eave.

Soneone' s ki dnapped nmy wife.
That's a federal matter.

They said not to call the cops.
Natural |y they woul d.

When did this happen?

Yest er day.

You shoul d be talking to the FBI
- I"'mtalking to you.

- Look, M. Kristo...

- Kenny.

- Kenny.

I f you're asking ne to run

a bag, deliver noney,

that is not sonmething | do.

| already paid them

When?

Last ni ght.

How rmuch?

$400, 000.

And your wife? Where is she?
She' s dead.
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| paid them but they killed her anyway.
| see.

- I"msorry.

- |1 don't want you to be sorry.

| want you to find the nen who

did this and bring themto ne.

You say you paid them

the 400 the sane day?

That's right.

You mnd if |I ask what kind

of business you're in, Kenny?
Constructi on.

What exactly do you construct?
Houses.

Onh.

Then | guess Peter's standing

out side right now because he what ?
Doesn't |ike your building nmethods?
Peter's not supposed to

associate with people lIike ne.
Peopl e in ny profession.

Since when is drug dealing a profession?
| mean, that's the reason, isn't it?
|"msitting here and not the cops?
You're a deal er.

Properly speaking, |I'mnore

of a trafficker than a dealer

You understand the distinction.

| really don't give a shit

one way or the other.

But whoever it was took your wfe
didn't just pick your nanme out of a hat.
They nmust have had sone idea

you had that kind of cash on hand.
That's exactly what |

want you to find out.

Who did this?

Now t here's $20, 000.

Consider it ny gift to you.

There's 20 nore, you find

the two fucks who killed her.

So that you can kill them
|"msorry, but | can't help you.
Wbul da been nice, you told
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me what your brother was.

Yeah, you woul dn'ta cone.

That's right. | wouldn't have.

| stopped drinking that day.

Just wasn't as nuch fun after that.

Vll, | guess |I'mjust a..
Anyway, |'m ei ght years sober
And 1... Well...

That's all. Thanks.

How e.

Hurt yoursel f?

Found it out back by the dunpster.
Ms. Dolgren in 202

left it there when M. D

stroked out |ast week.

Any nmessages?

| never told you her nane.

| don't want you to think that |I'mcrue
or don't care.

| just can't say it.

What happened?

Hey

Hel | 0?

Carrie Anne, what's your gane now?
Hel | 0?

She never cane hone, right?
Excuse nme?

W' ve got your wife, fucko.
Carrie?

Carrie?

Baby, you up there?

What is it you want?

W want to help you get your w fe back
| f you want her back, that is.

O course | want her back.

Good. Then stay by the phone,
don't call the police,

and we' Il be in touch. Very soon.
It was maybe 10 m nutes

before they called again.

How nuch does your

wi fe weigh, M. Kristo?

110, 1207?

Sormewhere in that nei ghborhood?
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Sonet hing |i ke 50 kil ograns,

you mi ght say?

Now 50 keys, at 20 a key,

run the nunbers for ne.

Conmes out to a mllion, doesn't it?
What' s your point?

My point?

My point is that you' d pay a mllion
for her if she were product.

| f she was powder, M. Kristo.

Isn't she worth as nuch

to you in flesh and bl ood?

| can't pay what | don't have.

How much do you have?

Four hundred.

Fi ve.

"' mnot haggling. | gave you
the top figure right away.
It's 400.

Oh, well.

That's the best you can do.

Ckay. Four hundred it is.

Before | give you anything, | want
to make sure ny wife is all right.
Well, that's inpossible.

|"mat a pay phone.

How do | even know you've

got her in the first place?

Are you famliar with her tits?
Excuse nme?

They're quite nice. Wuld

you recogni ze one of then?

That woul d be the easiest way.

| could cut one off.

The one with the cute little nole on it.
And 1'Il leave it on your doorstep.
- Wuld that put your mind at rest?
- Jesus, don't say that.

Al right, then let's not talk

any nore about proof, okay?

Put the nmoney in two hefty bags.

Go to the corner of

Col unbi a and Comrer ce

to the pay phone and wait for ny call.
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Hel | o.

Where's the noney?

In the back seat.

Two bags, |ike you said.

Good. Now | eave it.

VWal k up Colunbia to Richards Street.
And t hen what ?

Wait on the corner for five m nutes,
t hen wal k back,

get in your car and go hone.

Wel |, what about ny wfe?

She'll be in the car waiting for you.
Carrie?

Fuck.

And they run ne around, then finally
they tell ne she's at home, waiting for
| go honme and she's not there either.
Carrie!

The phone rings again.

Fuck!

Were is she?

They send ne over to Red Hook.

Tell me she's in the trunk

of this abandoned car.

They taped this to the

i nside of the trunk

with a note that said

"for your listening pleasure.”
That's ny nunber

It's okay.

Look at these. Look at these.

| touch them and the nipples get hard.
You get hot even when

you're scared, don't you?

And ki ss ne.

Yeah. Cone on,

let's take the tape off of her.

Hey, Carrie Anne

Can anybody. ..

Yes?

Where in Red Hook?

She tipped me $2, which is twice
what anybody el se ti ps,

if they even tip at all.
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You mentioned a van.

Yeah. It was parked right there.

Two guys got out of it.

| renmenber they checked

her out pretty good.

They were both dressed the sane,

sone kind of uniform

They pulled out after Ms. Kristo,

cut off a Caddy.

- You renenber what the van | ooked |ike?
- Yeabh.

It was |ight blue.

It was definitely |ight blue.

| could tell she was a good cook.
Not hi ng frozen in her cart.

She said she was maki ng kunafa, so | sent
her to the Lebanese place down the bl ock.
Yeah, the van was

par ked across the street.

| thought they were making a delivery.
| don't remenber a van.

| do renmenber the pita maker,

M's. Youness, cane in

and was all |ike, "Ch, what happened?
Are we okay?"

She saw two nmen and a wonan

run across the street away from

the store and |l eap into a van.

She t hought they had

j ust robbed the store.

Two nmen?

Yeah.

| think it had the nane of a

TV repair place on the side.

Two initials, like B &R TV

For sure. J & M Heati ng.

R & L Stereo.

B & A Appliance.

TJ, I'd like a word with you

Now, pl ease.

| know you' ve been sl eeping here.

Shi t.

| know because M. Keyser

says you |l eft a god-awful
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mess in the nmen's room

Not to nention the

mess you' ve left here.

TJ, you've got to...

He'll clean it up later, okay?
Ri ght now he's hel pi ng

nme with somet hing.

You get back issues of all the
New Yor k papers on there?
For what ?

Naw, |'m good.

Can see fromright here.

Not the first old

whi te dude, cone in here,
try to put a hand on ne.
kay.

Child of God.

What ?

The nane. Gotteskind.

It means "child of God."
It's German.

Except, clearly, God never

| ooked out for Marie.

TJ? That short for sonething?
Yeah, it's short for "TJ."
You 5-07?

Nope.

' Cause you' ve got that |ook.
| work private.

Yeah? Li ke Sam Spade?

Yeah, just like him

What |'msaying is, | read about him

And Narl owe, too.
Al'l of those guys.

You spend that nmuch tine in here?

Sone. Mostly when it rains.
Just like the sound it nakes,
Mat t .

Short for Matthew.

So why you | ooki ng at

dead bitches, Matthew?

So these guys we're

| ooking for, they be Iike

real 730, or just, like, thugs?

you know?

Page 10/ 46



Li ke real what?

730. It's the tine they give

out the neds in a nental ward.

Ri ght. 730.

Can that program go back anot her year?
Listen to you. "That program™

Take you maybe a minute to figure out
how to work Yahoo all by yourself.
Why bot her ?

Fromwhat | hear, it's al

going to shit in six nonths.

Pl ease, pl ease, man.

| got way nore inportant things to do
than worry about all that Y2K bullshit.
How i r oni cal

What's that?

Dunpi ng an al ready dead

body at a cenetery.

Tuesday. The body of Leila Andresen
a 25-year-old Interior Design

maj or at Brooklyn Coll ege

was found at G een-Wod Cenetery.
Andresen had been m ssing two

days when Eduardo Sol onon

florist across the street

fromthe cenetery,

found what was |later identified

as a portion of the victinms |eg

in the dunpster behind his shop.

That sane day,

nore human remai ns were found
scattered about the cenetery

by a groundskeeper.

Wtnesses say Andresen was | ast seen
getting into a blue van wth three nen.
Andresen's fianc, Reuben Quintana,
told police that he and Leila were
supposed to neet up for lunch

But she never showed.

Good guess.

Thanks for your help.

- What's this?

- What's what ?

My time is valuable, man
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How val uabl e?

Ten bucks.

Here's $20. Take it easy.

' mgoing to go get sonething to eat.
Want a hanburger or sonething?

| don't eat neat.

Onh.

Okay. Nice neeting you, TJ.

What |'m saying is,

| don't care nothing about cows.
| just care about what

| put inside ny body.

No neat, no soda, no Pringles,
none of that shit.

But | was thinking about getting
alittle eat on nyself.

Al'l right. So we can both

get our eat ons together.

Cone on.

Conme on, Watson

Where do you sl eep?

Those nights you can't

hide in the library?

There's places to stay.

What happened to your parents?
You don't gotta feel sorry for ne.
| don't.

Good.

You could hire me, though.

Make me your partner.

| don't think so.

Way? You don't think I got what
it takes to be a good detective?
"' m sure you do.

|"mjust not the partner type.
VWhat does it take to be a

good detective anyway?

A strong bl adder.

Seriously.

| don't know what it takes.

| don't know. Patience. Instincts.
Blind luck, nostly.

And a good nane.

A good nane is very inportant.
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One with real flavor Iike Sam
Spade or Philip Marl owe.

What's wong with the nane you got?
| don't know, nman.

Thi nki ng sonet hing nore |ike
Daunt e Cul pepper.

Quarterback for M nnesota?

It's a good nanme for a detective,
but a | anme-ass name for

a guy who plays football.

Daunt e Cul pepper.

Yeah. Daunte Cul pepper. Private eye.
Now I like that nane a |ot.

Sure you don't want a

soda or sonething, honey?

| know you just love to give a
young bl ack man |ike mysel f

one of your spermKkiller sodas.
But no thank you, ma'am

"1l just stick wwth the water.
What ? They only give sodas

to | owincome peopl e.

Wth a bunch of chem cals

in themto sterilize you.

That's why | only drink water.

A gallon a day and stay hydrat ed.
You don't eat neat?

Yeah. So what.

You got a problemw th that?

Not at all. My ex-wife,

she was vegetari an

So what happened? Way' d you split?
What was she? A clucker?

A what ?

A clucker. Chickenhead.

You know, those fenales

that only |ike you

if you give themnice things.

I f you ain't bling-blinging,

you ain't seeing shit.

Can't you speak English?

Ht a nerve. Sorry.

Wait a mnute. What tine is it?

Page 13/ 46



- Al nost 10:
- Shit.
| gotta get back to the shelter

It closes at 10:

Thanks for the pancakes.

Jonas Loogan?

Yes?

You're the gardener here?

"' mthe groundskeeper. Can | hel p you?
- |'"'m Matt hew Scudder

- \Whoa!

That was fast.

Public affairs lady at the 77th

said it would be at |east a week

bef ore anyone got back to ne.

Excuse nme?

| just really want the book to

have an authentic feel, you know?
Book?

That's why this ride along is

so inmportant to ne, you know?

Spend sone real tinme with real cops?
What do you want ?

| was hoping | could talk to

you about Leila Andresen.

Who?

The woman they found over here.

Yeah, | don't know anything about that.
Your boss tells nme you

were here that day.

- You spoke to Larry?

- Yeah.

G eat. 'Cause ny boss is Getchen, okay?
Ch, boy. | nessed up.

You're too smart for ne, Jonas. Damm.
Thi nk you can hel p ne anyway?

Al ready told everything

| know to the police.

Eduardo. Guy who owns

t he shop across the street,

says there were about 20

gar bage bags that were here.

That true?
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Eduar do was w ong.

There were only about 10.

And nost of those were

on the Fifth Avenue side.

And there were four nore

floating in the pond down there.

So you saw t hen?

| saw the pigeon first.

Keep a coop on mny roof.

This was a Hel net.

It was al one.

VWi ch, if you know anyt hi ng

at all about Hel nets,

is quite unusual for that breed.

It was sitting on one of the bags
trying to get at whatever was in there.
| just fished them both

out after | was done

with the now ng and threw t hem away.
You didn't open then?

No. | figured it was all

just sone waterl ogged trash

that kids had thrown in

there the night before.

They do that, you know?

Throw their rubbers and their
enpties into the pond.

You see the cops across the street?
Yeah, but | didn't make that connection
until Vince cane running over
fromthe Fifth Avenue entrance.

Vi nce.

Yeah, he's the other groundskeeper.
He's the one that found

t he bags over there.

I s Vince around?

I'd like to talk to him

He quit.

He opened one of the bags.

You know, | was just starting

to forget about her.

Thank you so nuch for

bringing that all back.

What's your book about ?
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Don't patronize ne.

Yo, Matt, what's the dealie, man?
Hel | o, TJ.

You know | been shadow ng you.

No ki ddi ng.

Aiight. So, "I followed subject back
"fromdinner to a neeting

at some church.”

Used to drink sone, huh?

"I then foll owed subject back to
some shitty-assed building on 45th
"where subject remai ned until..."

| know where | was, TJ.

You made ne at that

fl ower shop, didn't you?

| made you back at the subway.

Dam.
This book |I'm reading
says a foot tail is hard

to do on account of

they're so easy to spot.

That it is.

It says it's good to use three guys.
Two al ternating behind and anot her
guy on the other side of the street.
Sure. If you have three guys.

You know you spend a |lot of tine

at churches and you use

a | ot of payphones.

So?

So you don't got no cell phone?

| don't like them

You don't |ike conputers and

you don't |ike cell phones.

Fucki ng Am sh got nore flavor

than you do, Matthew.

You know, | watched

you foll ow sone dude,

you didn't even try to hide or nothing.
He wasn't | ooking for ne.

Funny. Me follow ng you while

you follow ng sonme other guy.

It's real ironical

- TJ?
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- Yeah?

Stop follow ng ne.

Okay. No. No.

Reuben Qui ntana?

| help you with sonethi ng?

My nane is Matt Scudder.

| was wondering if | could talk
to you about your fiance?

- Fiance?

- Leila Andresen?

Ch. Leil a.

You know, | kind of have this

ot her place | have to be...

"Il just be a mnute.

Yeah, okay.

Yeah, cone on in.

| get you something to drink?

No, thank you.

It nust be nice, have the tine to
work out in the mddle of the day.
|'d rather be working.

Period. 1'man actor.

Yeah, | thought you | ooked famliar.
Have | seen sonething you' ve been in?
Maybe. | did a Stetson comerci al

Few years back

Stetson, the hat?

No, the col ogne.

- Oh.

- Ran during the Stanley Cup Finals.
M ssed that one.

Leila went to Brooklyn Coll ege,

is that right?

St udi ed decorating?

I nterior design.

Ri ght .

You told the police that

it was three nmen took her.

Yeah, that's right.

You're sure about that?

Yeah. | saw t hem

| was at this coffee

pl ace on Prospect...

She used to neet nme there sonetines.
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...when | see two guys junp

out of the van and grab her.

What' d they | ook Iike?

| couldn't really see their faces.
But | could see a third

guy behi nd the wheel.

Move!

Hey! What the fuck are you doi ng?
That's the last time | saw her.
This is a nice place.

Lots of nice stuff.

Leila do the design?

Yeah. You shoul d see

t he bedroom it's...

Wait, |I... That didn't sound right.
You don't deal, do you, Reuben?

- \Wat ?

- You heard ne.

You asking, am| a drug dealer?

Unl ess you prefer trafficker.

O maybe you wanna tell nme you nade
your rnoney peddling col ogne on ESPN
| got a trust fund.

- Fromyour rich famly up in the Bronx?
- Yeah.

My nomwon a |lawsuit a few years back
Hey, cone on, Reuben, not even the
dog's dunb enough to buy that one.
Look, | don't care how

you earn your |iving.

But the guys who grabbed Leil a?
They m ght have.

How do you nean?

How do you nean?

Thanks for your tinmne.

Thank you.

Jonas? Did you forget your key agai n?
What the hell is going on?

Cops showi ng up

to my house asking about Leil a.

Who the hell is this guy?

"He carried her through the field,
"the dandelions and cattails

still wet with norning dew,
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"and set her down by a stream

"whi spering through the strands

of her fine yellow hair,

"'You're safe now. You're safe."’
Fuck.

Jonas.

You caught ne.

You gave the cops a

di fferent address, didn't you?
That's why they never put you
across the street from Leil a.

This is ny nother's building.

| live in Sunset Park, but |'m not
allowed to keep ny birds there.
Even though there's roomon the roof.
Your nmom hore right now? Maybe we coul d
go down and tal k, have a cup of coffee.
| can't let you | eave here.

They' Il kill me if | do.

Who's "they," Jonas?

The ot her two.

So what, you gonna stab ne

now with that big fucking knife?
It's gonna bother ne, too.

For along tinme, | knowit wll.
How nuch is it gonna bother you

| take that knife away

and stick it in your neck?

Coul d you really do that?

Yeah, | really could.

But |I'd rather not.

How about instead we trade?

kay.

Set it down.

VWhat was it | said that gave ne away?
Everything. You' re a weirdo, Jonas.
| never laid a hand on Leil a.

But the other two, they're the
ones you better worry about.

What ot her two?

Jonas.

What ot her two?

They' re not hunman.

How d you neet then?
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There's this video store near ny house.
They' ve got this basenment where they
keep sone of the nore specialized stuff.
Al ways cane in together.

You wouldn't really notice
them unl ess they spoke to you.

One of them had a beard, or a goatee.
The other one smiled a |ot.

He did all the tal king.

What about nanmes?

You don't exchange nanes

in a place |like that.

Not real ones anyway.

They loved that | worked in a cenetery.
Thought it was funny.

Wanted to buy ne drinks.

So we went to this bar

in the mddle of the day.

Drank rum and Coke.

Tal ked about the different

vi deos we |iked.

It was all one big |augh to them

wat ching all the drug

addi cts fuck each other.

They were, 1like,

obsessed with that whole world.

Deal ers, addicts,

di fferent kinds of drugs.

They told ne they worked with the DEA
They were cops?

They woul dn't say for sure.

They said what they did was secret.
But they had one of those

pol i ce radi os, you know?

One of those handheld units.

And they had all these files on drug
deal ers with DEA stanps on them

Told me they worked on

speci al assi gnnents.

You told them about Reuben.

| told them about Leila.

About how | wanted to

save her from Reuben

So we canme up here.
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We wat ched them for a while.

They said they wanted to hel p her, too.
So you foll owed her?

You picked her up off the street.
Then what ?

We drove around with her.

We finally parked somewhere.

Near the water in Brooklyn.

Said they wanted to

make their own video.

She was really scar ed.

They | oved that.

You dirty little girl.

They kept talking to her.

Pi ck one. Wiich one's your favorite?
Eeny, neeny, m ney, noe.

You pick the one that you want

to keep, and I'I|l take the other.
One for you, one for ne.

That's fair, isn't it?

VWll, you better pick one,

or I"'mgoing to take them bot h.
Come on, what are you waiting for?
You trying to stall?

You trying to make ne mad?

Touch the one that you want to keep.
Thi s one?

Ckay, good.

| think that's an excellent choice.
Ckay, that's ones yours,

and this one is mne.

A deal's a deal. No take backsi es.
But then two days later, | think

t hey thought it would be funny,

| show up for work and there's

gar bage bags everywhere.

They knew |I'd never say anyt hi ng.
Where was this video

pl ace you net these two?

It noves around a |ot.

M ght still be there. Wio knows?
How do | get in?

It helps if they know you.

What if you come with ne?
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Can | feed ny birds first?

Ray.

What was that?

That was hi s nane.

Whi ch one? The quiet one, or the..
Jesus.

| was off-duty one day in this

bar i n Washi ngton Hei ghts

where cops didn't have

to pay for their drinks.

And a coupl e of guys cane

in to rob the place.

| chased theminto the street,
shot two dead,

got a third one in the |eg.

He' Il never wal k right again.
Yeah. | quit drinking that day.

It just wasn't as nuch fun after that.
Peopl e are afraid of

all the wong things.

"Il be right back

| wonder if he'd pay

as much for the nurse?

W made a m stake. Come on, let's go.
Wait, wait.

They work for the fucking DEA?
Probably not for very |ong and

al nost certainly not as agents.
Then what were they?

| don't know.

Maybe they were used as
confidential informants

or maybe they were office staff.
What ever they were, they couldn't have
gone very far or lasted very |ong.
- Way not?

- Because they're insane.

They managed to get

t heir hands on sone files.

One of which had ny nanme on it.
And if ny nane's on a DEA file,

t hat nmeans |'m being | ooked at, right?
O you were at one tine.

You know a | ot of people,
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do what you do?

It's not |like we have a union or anything,
but I know a few. Wy?

| want you to call themand tel

t hem what happened to Carrie.

- Tell themyou've hired a...

- Are you fucking kidding nme?
Wrd gets out about Carrie,

cops are gonna be...

They' ve done this before.

And they're gonna do it again.
This time | wanna hear about it.
What do | say?

You' Il think of sonething.

| could have paid them

| had the whole mllion.

It was our nest egg.

You know, the noney |

was gonna use to get out.

And this guy I know, he was gonna
put ne into sone Internet startup
sell shoes online or sone bullshit.
It was our future and | didn't
want to give it to them

Now how fucking stupid is that?
She was al ready dead.

| f she wasn't, they would

have killed her anyway.

Call your friends.

CGot t eski nd?

| just knew her as Mari e.

Jacinto. My man.

You know where it is.

She lived around here?

She wor ked around here.

Wer e?

On the corner.

No, no, your nmana |ikes the

one percent, not the two.

She was a deal er?

She worked out of a crib

not too far from here,

if you know what | nean.

See that old building down the bl ock
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with the vacuumrepair on the ground?
Hol a.

Al'l right, tell me, cocksucker

what do you want with Marie G?

You on the job, fucker?

Retired.

Who you working for, the famly?
Shit. When are you guys

gonna |l eave it al one, huh?

We didn't do it, okay?

kay.

You think we'd just chop up a cop and
| eave her on our own fucking doorstep?
My son's a fucking noron

but he's not an idiot.

Wait. Marie was a cop?

Who are you?

|"mnot after you. Or your son.

| want. ..
| want the guys that killed Marie.
Not if I kill "emfirst.

You dealing outta the store?

Not anynor e.

But she was wor ki ng you?

Wor ki ng hi n®?

Fucki ng nmoron wanted to marry her.
That' s how good she was.

Hell o, ny nane's Peter.

I*'man al coholic and

still a drug addict,
and | got one day back.
H, Peter.

It's good to see all the
friendly faces again.
Still haven't managed to
turn your back on ne.
So | slipped, you know?

It happens.

The funny thing is | didn't
start using until | was 28.
Yeah?

Up until then,
| never even snoked a joint.
Even when | was overseas, you know,
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half ny unit was on

one thing or another.

You were in the arny?

Yeah, | was in Cermany,

then Desert Storm

| conme hone, go back to school

and me and Kenny, we start dealing.
Just enough to get by.

It was nore Kenny's thing.

He was dealing in college.

| do it to pay for art school.
Wnd up getting hooked on the product.
Drop out.

Meanwhi | e, Kenny,

he stays in the business,

starts nmaki ng sone real noney
while |I'm eating garbage and

sl eepi ng i n abandoned bui | di ngs.
Till one night | nearly blew ny fucking
heart out of my nouth up in Harlem
What are you gonna do now?

| got this job as a breadmaker

Fi gure stay busy at night,

sl eep during the day.

Get in less trouble.

Al'l right. See you around.

Take it easy.

The nunber you have reached is

not in service. Please check...

Di rectory assi stance.

|'d like the nunber for the

East Village Pl unbing, please.

What borough?

| assume it's the East Vill age.
One nonent.

- No listing in Manhatt an.

- Try Brookl yn.

Not hi ng i n Brooklyn either.

Try all the boroughs.

|"'msorry, we have no |isting.
Thanks.

What happened to you?

| bunped into sonething. You okay?
' mfine.
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- What you got there in your backpack?
- Not hi ng.

Just my not ebook. Sonme Twi zzl ers.
Unl ess you're tal king

about ny pencil case.

No. |I'mtal king about the bl ack
Beretta with the taped grip

you got tucked beside your water bottle.
Onh.

You nmean this.

My new j anmm e.

It's a nice one.

What are you planning on doing with it?
| don't know, nman.

Right nowit's just for protection.
Figure, 1'mgonna be a detective,

| need a piece.

Were' d you get it?

| was just taking a nap in sone alley.
Heard some f oot steps.

| seen sonme dude who works

as a | ookout for sone ballers.

He just threw the bag

in a dunpster and split.

You stol e soneone's stash?

| didn't steal it. I left the
noney and the rock where it was.
They're going to cone back

for the piece, you know that.

Naw. They're in the w nd,

Matt hew. Trust nme.

Cops clipped their ass.

You know how to use that?

Shi t.

Point it at ne.

Li ke you're gonna shoot ne.

Go ahead.

Cone on.

That the way you hold a gun?
That's the way | hold it, yeah.

You know how to jack the clip?
Empty it? Clean it?

But the gun's still not enpty.

You know that, right?
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You know there's still a round
left in the chanber here?
Now. Put it back together

Caress it.

Rub it, like it's part of you.
Feel s good, doesn't it?

Wor d.

It's all oily and what not.

Turn off the safety.

Now cock it.

Now put it to your tenple and

pul | the fucking trigger.

- What ?

- You heard ne.

Shoot yourself in the head.

M ght as well get it over with now.
Because you wal k around with a gun,
sooner or |ater,

it's gonna happen anyway.

No rewi nd. No going out for popcorn
and com ng back to the show.

It's just you with that gun in
your hand, stupid |ook on your face,
and your hash all over the wall.
Take it easy now, TJ.

Fuck!

Scudder, |'m assum ng you're not
dunb enough to shoot a federal agent.
Show ne your badge. Ri ght now.
Ckay.

" mreaching for ny folder

Stover. Drug Enforcenent.

Put it down.

Geat. It's broken.

Next tinme identify yourself.

Hey, maybe we should pull over,

try again this tinme wthout the
sucker punch, see how well|l you do.
Wiy wai t ?

Hey, that's enough.

Who you working for? Kenny Kristo?
- | can't say.

- Cut it out, Scudder.

You're not |icensed so
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you don't have privil ege.

And you're retired, so this gives you about
as nmuch legal authority as a fucking mail man.
So the sooner you tell nme what you're
doi ng hanging with known drug deal ers,
t he sooner you can get to an AA
neeting and not tal k about it.
l"mtrying to find Ray and

hi s buddy what' s- hi s-nane.

You know, the two guys that

killed Marie Gotteskind?

| don't know who you nean.

Real | y? They go around sayi ng

they're on the DEA payroll.

Usual Iy right before they chop
sonmeone into little pieces.

Was Cotteskind | ooking at Kenny Kristo?
| can't answer that.

Maybe M's. Kristo can.

Al t hough we haven't seen her

around for a while, have we, guys?

| know, naybe you should

talk to the brother, Peter.

Seeing as he used to spend

a lot of tine over there.

Know what ?

| was wrong.

This guy doesn't know a

fucking thing. Uncuff him

W' re done here.

In the program they have this saying.
"Don't give up five mnutes

before the mracl e happens.”

Scudder .
O course the flip side of that one is,
if you do give up, you'll never know.

What are you doi ng here?

- I'"'madmring your wall paper.

- Onh.

Those are the studies | was

doi ng for the painting.

You do themall here?

Yeah. W had to.

Wanted it to be a surprise for Kenny.
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Was he? Surprised?

What do you want, man?

You and Carrie put the DEA
onto your brother, didn't you?
Hey.

| woul dn't blanme you for
hating the guy. | nean,
it's not just that he

has a beautiful wfe,

it's not just that he's

got all that noney,

whil e you work sone
get-wel | job making donuts.
What woul d really get ne

is how he can be around all that junk

and never use.

Carrie had nothing to do with it.
About nine nonths ago, they go

to Bernuda for their anniversary.
Carrie asked ne to watch the hous
|'"'mthere maybe a day.

Found sonme cash Kenny hadn't | ock
| don't even think about it.

| go to Queens,

to this guy I know to score.

And you get busted?

Yeah. | get put in a room

with this woman DEA agent.

She's so nice to me, you know.

| give Kenny up like that.

O course, it didn't help that
you were in love with his wife
Sonetinmes | think Kenny |eft

t hat noney out on purpose.

e.

ed up.

Yeah. |'msure that's what he did.

|"msure this is all exactly
what he wanted to happen.

What are you tal ki ng about ?
That agent that busted you,

t he ni ce one,

her name was Marie Gotteskind.
She was killed by the sane

two nmen who got Carrie.

How di d they know about that...
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They stole her files.

And one of them thanks to you,
had Kenny's nane init.

Tel |l your brother |'m done.

"Il return his noney tonorrow.
Does Kenny know about ne?

Not unless you tell him

Yo.

There goes his bitch-ass right there.
Rol | up next to him nman.

Yo, TJ! Feeling those new

Ti mbs you' re rocking, man.

| know you hear ne

talking to you, right?

Let's go fuck this boy up.

- Yo, slow your ass down!

- Whoa, whoa! Wiat's up? What's up?
Yo, you got sonething

t hat bel ongs to nme, man.

What you all tal king about, man?
Where ny Gat at, man?

That's ny favorite piece!

Man, | threwit in the

fucking river, man. 1...

What ?

Serious, man? The fuck you

mean you threw it in the river?
Wher e you goi ng?

W just want to talk to you.

Get back here, bitch

- Yo, run his fucking bag.

- Gve ne that!

Yo, what's this cartoon shit?

No, no, no!

- No, man, that's ny...

- Shut up!

Yo, where you get this noney fronf
- It's nmy all owance!

- You sell ny Gat?

- No!

- Yo, take his fucking Tinbs off, man.
No, man.

What the fuck? Yo, notherfucker!

- Fuck, I"'mgoing to kill his bitch ass!
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- Fucking Al

- What's wong with you?

- You crazy? You outta your m nd?
Any nmessages?

Yeah. JR call ed.

TJ?

Yeah, what ever.

Did he | eave a nessage?

Let nme think. No.

Wl |, yeah

He's at Bel | evue.

He got worked over pretty good.
But he was al so out in the rain.
Ei t her one coul d have

triggered the crisis.

- Crisis?

- He's a sickler.

He's got sickle cell anem a

- You didn't know that?

- No.

Well, a sickler gets a cold or a chill.
Anyt hi ng that makes a nornma
person's blood cell count go up
any time the body gets

ready to fight something,

the red bl ood cells panic,

and they take on a sickle shape.
Actually create a kind of a
traffic jamin the arteries.

The bl ood gets very thick.
Suddenly, you're not getting any oxygen.
What are you doing for hin®

Well, we're hydrating him

gi ving hi m Denerol for the pain.
But he knew the drill.

He got in here early enough,

so |l don't think it"ll

go on for too |ong.

- 1'lIl be right out there if you need ne.
- Thanks, doctor.

Don't feel sorry for ne.

| don't.

How long | gotta be here for, nman?
Depends how wel | you behave.
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You know, ny nomtold ne

once that | got special blood.

That | can never catch mal ari a.
That's how sickle cell got started.
In Africa. As a defense against nal ari a.
Where is your nother, TJ?

Wiy aren't you a cop no nore?

You first.

| had a crisis one tine.

| was about 11.

My nomtook ne to the hospital,

but never canme back to check ne out.
| guess she thought that

if she left nme there

they'd put me with a really nice famly.
Little did she know.

| saw her in the street a few tines
after that, but that was a whil e ago.
She had sone issues then.

Your turn.

| was off duty one day.

| was in a bar in

Washi ngt on Hei ghts where

cops didn't have to

pay for their drinks.

Wait a mnute.

Three kids held up the place.

On their way out, they shot

the bartender in the heart.

| chased themout into the street,
and I shot two dead,

caught the other one in the thigh.

- | heard this already.

- No.

You didn't.

You see,

one shot. ..

Well, the bullet took a bad hop.

It hit a 7-year-old girl in the eye.
Killed her instantly.

An inch higher and it would

have grazed her head.

Left a nasty scar. That's all.

So wait, they quit your ass
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after you took on three

bangers by yoursel f?

They gave ne a conmmendati on.

| quit nmy own ass.

| never net anybody that tight before.
Ti ght ?

Brave.

| wasn't brave

| was just drunk.

Don't feel sorry for ne.

| don't.

Now, pl ease.

Wt son?

Wt son?

You don't know how | ucky you are.
Scudder .

Hel | 0?

Kenny?

Anybody home?

And where've you been?

- Been trying to call you.

- Where's Kenny?

Wi t est one.

Wth a friend who says he's having
t he sane kind of problemas Kenny had.
The wi fe?

Wor se.

| don't got that kind of noney.
You're the detective?

Matt Scudder .

Hel | o. Dani, why don't you go
out si de and keep an eye out.
That's a good boy.

Now | post guards.

The horse is stolen,

so | lock the barn. For what?

What can they take from ne now?
She's 14 years ol d.

Fourt een.

This is Anna, the nurse.

They took her |ast night

and call us in the norning

and tell us not to call the police.
| renmenber Kenny calling the other day,
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so | put two and two together.

M. Landau, |i sten,

you have to know t hat..

|"msorry, what's your daughter's name?
Ludm I la. But she calls herself Lucia.
You have to know t hat

t he men who took Lucia

have already killed at |east two
wonen, including Kenny's wife.

As things stand, they haven't

got the slightest intention

of rel easing your daughter alive.
In fact, there's a strong possibility
that she's already dead.

- No. ..

- The police know about these two.
They know who they are,

t hey know what they're doing.

No, no, no police.

You have to hel p ne.

Kenny said you would. 'l pay.
"1l do whatever you ask.

Pl ease.

Hel | 0?

Okay, you know what happens next?
Yes, I'mtrying. I"'mworking on it.
Well, work harder, Yuri.

W want our noney.

| just need sone tine, please.

"1l give you whatever you want,
but pl ease, the one thing I want

- isto talk to ny daughter. | just...
- She can't talk right now

You gotta let ne talk to her.

Just let ne...

| f she's dead, you get not hing.

And who the fuck are you?

|"mthe best chance you've got

if you wanna get your npney.

But the girl's gotta be

alive and all in one piece

for any kind of deal to happen.

Are you |istening, notherfucker?
Fuck this shit.
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| can't believe you

talked to himlike that.

He knows what he's doing.

The inportant thing right

now is to keep Lucia alive.

That neans these guys have to know
that they can't get a nickel out of you
until we first know that she's okay.
- But if you rmake them nad. ..

- They're already nad.

But you'll give them

an excuse to kill her.

They don't need an excuse.

They're gonna kill her anyway.

What they need is a

reason to keep her alive.

How nuch cash have you got?

| got damm little right now, but...
Do t hese bastards want cocai ne?
Because | got 15 kil os

10 m nutes from here.

| don't know.

Maybe | could get ny hands on a
few hundred in counterfeit, but...

| can't guarantee the quality,

and 1'd have to return it.

| got at least five hundred in cash
Tinme cones, |'lIl go get it.

Is there another line | can use?
There's a phone in ny daughter's room
Cul pepper Investigations.

Daunt e speaki ng.

Where the hell are you?

I"'min ny office, man. What's up?
Way' d you | eave the hospital?

| didn't want sone

Soci al Services person

to come haul ny ass

away to a foster hone.

| need you to do ne a favor and get
me sonet hing out of ny apartnent.
What's goi ng on?

There's a box up in ny closet.

| want you to get it for nme.
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The kid at the front

desk will let you up

Apartnment 11G Key's above the door
A guy named Peter w il neet

you out front. Gve it to him

And then go back to whatever

it is you' re doing.

Hel | 0?

| understand we have a

new pl ayer in the gane.

| don't believe we've been introduced.
I"'ma friend of M. Landau's.

My nanme is not inportant.

"' massum ng that M. Landau's not
dunmb enough to speak to the police.
He hasn't.

Then who are you?

One |ikes to know who's

on the other side.

We're on the sane side.

We both want this to happen.

Good. Then all you got to

do is follow instructions.

No. It's not that sinple.

O course it is. W tell you

what to do and you do it.

| f you ever want to see the girl again.
You have to convince ne

she's alive in the first place.

You have ny word on that.

That's funny.

What, it's not good enough?

Let's just say you | ost

alot of credibility

when you returned Ms. Kristo

i n poor condition.

There were special circunmstances
regarding Ms. Kristo.

Her husband tried to haggl e.

He sliced the price, and we in turn...
Well, you can finish that thought
for yourself, can't you?

We're not going to argue the price.
You'll pay the mllion?
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For the girl alive and well.

| assure you she's both.

Your assurance neans shit to ne.
Put her on the phone,

et her father talk to her.
I"'mafraid | won't be able to

put her on the phone right now.

Pl ease deposit 25 cents..

Qut of quarters? Gve ne

your nunber, 1'Il call you back.
Yeah?

|'mafraid the girl cannot cone to
t he phone. That's out of the question.
How el se can we reassure

you of her well bei ng?

Wai t .

Tell me sonething your

daught er woul d know.

The dog's nane.

They coul d know t hat .

They' ve been foll ow ng her.

They know your schedul e.

They' ve probably seen her wal ki ng the dog.
Heard her call him by nane.

Thi nk of sonething el se.

Yes. W had a dog before this one.
Alittle black-and-white one.

He got hit by a car.

The dog's nane. And the nane

of the dog before this one.

Have her describe both of them
Then call ne back.

The 16 years we were nmarried,

| don't remenber her even having a cold.
Then one day she wakes up and

says she can't snell anything.

You were a policeman?

Yeah, | was.

You dealt with situations like this?
No, not like this.

Still, your gut nust be

telling you sonething?

What is it telling you now?

|s she alive?
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Yeah?

|"d still Iike to know how

you figure in all this.

Tell me the dog' s nane.

Oh, well, let's see,

what are the old standbys?

Fi do? Towser? King?

Rover, that's always a popul ar choi ce.
Hey, | know what it is. How about Bi ngo?
What about Spot?

"Run, Spot, run!" It's not a

bad nanme for a Rottweiler

The dog's nanme is WAt son

Wt son.

And t he other dog? The one before?
She couldn't tell ne what

breed the other dog was.

She was young when it died.

They had it put to sleep, she said.
It's a silly termfor it,

don't you think?

| nmean, you're gonna kill sonething
you ought to have the courage

to say that's what you're doing.

- You're not talking. You still there?
- 1'"'m here.

| gather it was a nongrel.

So many of us are.

Now the nane's a bit of a problem

| may not have it right.

It's a Russian word.

How s your Russian, ny friend?

Tel | me.

| may be saying this wong. Bal al ai ka.
Bal al ai ka.

The nane of a musical instrunent,

or so she tells ne.

What do you say, pal?

Does it strike a chord?

You got two hours to get

t he noney toget her.

TJ?

TJ? What are you doi ng here?
Handi ng you this.
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| told you to give it to Peter.

Not to conme down here.

Matt hew, that dude's all spun
There's no way | was

gonna give it to him

Later.

How nuch have we got?

Hang on a sec.

Keep it separate.

Holy fucking shit.

This is TJ, nmy associ ate.

Paper's good. Ink |ooks right.

Ni ce used bills. This | ooks real enough.
We' || repackage themslightly.

We' Il use the back wrappers,

but we'll take six bills out of each stack
and replace themw th real ones.
Three on top, three on the bottom
What's this make the count?

| got at least 210 in fake stuff

and Kenny brought anot her si x.

Puts us right about eight.

That' s good enough.

We have to neet face-to-face.

You get an opportunity

to i nspect the noney,

and we get to see that

the girl is all right.

And t hen you peopl e conme down on us.

You'll have the girl covered.
A knife at her throat.
| f you want.

The edge of the bl ade tucked
up under her w ndpi pe.

What ever.

Yeah, | don't like this
face-to-face business.

We'll set up 50 yards apart.
You'll be in place first.
You'll see us arrive.

You show the girl, then
conme over with the noney.

- By yoursel f?

- Yes.
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Unar med?

"1l have a suitcase ful

of nmoney in each hand,

a gun won't do nme nuch good.

Keep tal ki ng.

You check the noney.

When you're satisfied, you let the girl go.
Your man takes off with the cash.
You and | wait until you feel good.
Then we go hone.

You coul d grab ne.

You'l | have that knife you keep
tal ki ng about, a gun, too, if you want one.
You'll see ny face.

Wear a mask.

Cuts the visibility.

| al ready know what you | ook |ike, Ray.
What do you know?

| know you're a genetic fuck-up
who, if 1'd nmet on the

street 10 years ago,

|"d have thrown you out

of a fucking w ndow.

Car ef ul .

It's been a busy year for

you and your boyfriend.

You know, | could cut

the little cunt's throat

and send her back to

Daddy a chunk at a tinme.

- Then you're dead.

- Oh?

Yeah, "oh."

You want your noney or you

wanna be | ooki ng behi nd you

for the rest of your

wort hl ess fucking life?

Do this deal and I'll sit

on what | know about you.

You can take your little

Bert and Ernie act

to the other side of the country.
There's plenty of dope dealers in LA
Where do you want to do it?
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How about Green-Wod Cenetery?
Yeah, | think I know that place.
You shoul d. That's where

you dunped Leil a Andresen.
There are two entrances

on the Fifth Avenue si de.

Take the 35th Street entrance
and head south about 20

yards inside the fence.

W'l enter at 25th and
approach you fromthere.

Say, 10:

That gives you over an hour
to get there and set up
Leila. Was that her name?

| woul d think you'd renenber.
No, once they're in the van,
they' re just body parts.

10:

Oh, God, she was so scared..

Have you got a rifle?

Dani .

| s he a good shot?

During the day nmaybe.

Dani's a little nearsighted.

Peter was in the arny.

Yeah, it was a while ago. Yeah.
Gve himthe rifle. Keep Dani and
the other one here with your wfe.
| don't want to spook our friends.
Who would like to read the 12 steps?

H, |I'"'mSarah and I'm an al coholic.
H , Sarah.
St ep one.

W admitted we were

power | ess over al cohol .

That our |ives had becone unnmanageabl e.
What's the drill?

Stay in the car. Lock the doors.

Call 911 if anything goes down.

This is such bull...

Step two.
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Canme to believe that a power greater
t han oursel ves coul d

restore us to sanity.

That's far enough.

Come out where | can see you

Show the girl.

| have a knife to her throat.

I f my hand slips..

Let's hope it doesn't.

| s that our noney?

Step three.
Made a decision to turn
our will and our lives

over to the care of Cod

as we understood him

Now, | et her go.

We ought to just shoot this cocksucker.
Don't change the rules now, Ray.
Let her go.

Sweet Lucy.

| hate to see you go.

Lucia, wal k toward ne.

Your father's just over here, Lucia.
Step four.

What's the matter wth her hand?
Not hi ng. She's right as rain.
Made a searching and fearless
nmoral inventory of ourselves.

It was before you set the terns.
Go to your dad.

Go to your dad, baby. Atta girl.
Go on, get out of here.

| liked her. She was nice.

What the fuck is the

matter with you, man?

Wiy aren't you afraid?

| don't know.

Maybe | don't care if

you shoot me or not.

O maybe there's a high-powered
rifle pointed at your head.

| could still kill you.
|"mright here.
In some ways, you'll be
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doing nme a big favor.

No. I think I"Il just

fade into the shadows.

They fucked us.

Shoot hi m

Step five.

Admtted to God, to ourselves,
and to anot her human bei ng

t he exact nature of our wongs.
Step six.

W are entirely ready to have God
remove all these defects of character
Pet er!

Step seven.

Hunbly ask HHmto renove

our shortcom ngs.

Step eight.

Made a list of all persons we had harned
and becane wlling to

make anmends to themall.

Don't nove.

Kenny, | got to tell you..

It's okay.

You gotta know.

| |oved...

Step nine.

Make direct anmends to such people.
| |oved...

| love you, too, nan.
...except when to do so
woul d injure them or others.
Whi ch way did they go?

He shot ne!
TJ3?
Oh, Chri st.

He nust have pani cked when

he heard t he shooti ng.

He can't be out in this rain.
We have to find him

Well, he's got a phone, right?
Hel p!

Al bert!

Shi t!

Hel | 0?
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Oh, fuck.

TJ.

Scudder. | got in the van.

They don't know |I'm here.

Listen to me. Get out of there. Now.
It's cool. I"'min the garage

and they in the house.

Wi ch is where?

Sit down.

| " ve never been shot before.
There's a first aid kit in the bathroom
Hey, | don't see any nunbers.

Try next door.

697. Wait, no. 692.

Okay, now wal k away fromthe house.
Go to the corner

- Is any of it real?

- Sone.

51 st Street and Church Avenue.

Bor ough Par k.

That's not even a mle from here.
Stay put. You hear nme?

Pi gs.

Hey, who's...

Shit, shit, shit.

You can have your noney back.

It's downstairs.

Don't even think about it.

You' re the husband.

So?

| was just wonderi ng.

Were you just going to

| eave Ray down there?

No.

| was going to get sonething to eat.
| was going to clean up before | left.
What were you going to do with hinf
Chop hi m up.

Wap him There are plenty

of bags in the cupboard.

And then what? Deliver himto
sonebody in the trunk of a car?

No.

That was just for you.
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You have a choice to nake, Kenny.
There's a | ot of hard evidence

agai nst this asshol e.

He's got his dead buddy in the basenent.
Not to nention the van in the garage.
It's gonna be full of fibers and bl ood
traces and God knows what el se.

He ought to be | ooki ng

at three life sentences,

plus an extra 20 or 30 years

tacked on as a bonus.

What about the other choice?

You with nme?

No.

| could turn himin and sl eep just fine.
| don't think I could.

That's why it has to be your deci sion.

Well, | guess | just made it.
Take it easy, Matt.
Cone on.

You know | could help

you with that hand.

Coul d you?

Shel ter's gonna be cl osed.

Wait for nme back at my place.

Where are you goi ng?

Just do as | say.

Step 10. Continue to

t ake personal inventory.

And when we were wrong,

pronptly admtted it.

Step 11.

Sought through prayer and neditation
to i nprove our conscious contact
with God as we understand him
Praying only for the

know edge of his wll

for us and the power to carry that out.
Step 12. Having had a spiritua
awakening as the result of these steps,
we try to carry this

message to al coholics

and to practice these

principles in all our affairs.
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Kenny?
You know,
| just wanted to...
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