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Are we still partners?

W' ve been busi ness partners
for nearly three years.

This is the first tine

we' ve ever sat together.

We hardly ever see each other

| know how hard it is for a man
to control his passion

Partners shouldn't get enotionally
i nvol ved wi th each ot her

Fal | en Angel s

Pagi ng 3662.

I'"d like to | eave a nessage.
"1l meet his friends tonorrow.
Where and when?

Most people work from9 to 5.
"' mthe opposite.

My job is sinple.

| visit friends now and agai n.

| don't know any ofthese people.
They don't interest ne, either.
Soon, they'll be history.

- Going out?

- Yes.

One's profession is very often
determ ned by one's personality.
| love ny job...

no deci si on neki ng.

Li ke who's to die, where and
when - is all planned by others.
l"'ma |azy person. | like others
to arrange things for ne.

That's why | need a partner.

M ng?

M ng

It is Mng, isn't it?

Remenber me? |' m Hoi .

Remenber? W were in the same
class at junior high

Yes. ..

What a coi nci dence

If nmy Merc hadn't broken down.
We woul dn't have net

Everyone has a past.
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Even an assassin once had

cl assmates at junior high.
Whenever | bunmp into old pals...
...they always ask the

sane ol d questions.

What do you do for a |iving?
CGot a card?

We rnmust keep in touch

Let's arrange sonet hi ng.

What d' you think?

As | ong as there's noney

to make. ..

You run your own business?
Are you married?

Don't tell ne you're still single?
Hey A son

He | ooks exactly like you

You're telling ne... Your

wife's a nigger, eh?

You're very |iberal.

Bl acks... They're beautiful.

Col our doesn't matter, does it?
You really look Iike a couple.
Say, are you insured?

Think about it. I'ma pro.
| nsurance i s ny business.
You know, |'ve been crowned

"King ofthe Brokers..

...in Southeast Asia.

TIME are doing an interview

with me in the next few days.
Look, for old tinme's sake...

...1"1'l work out a decent plan for you.

You may not want to hear this...
... but accidents happen, your
famly needs protection.

Your job involves travel.

You nust think ofyour

famly unit.

Wul d an i nsurance conpany. ..
...underwite a professional
killer, | wonder?

|'"d love to take up his offer...
but who do | name as beneficiary?
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Renenber the big boson?

The one we both fancied?

We're getting married next week.
Here's an invitation card.

Just fill in you nane, okay?

Pl ease cone, and I'll have

t he i nsurance ready for you.
Bring your wife al ong, too.

See you

Ages ago | paid a black wonman
$30 to pose with ne for a photo.
Whenever peopl e asked

|'d say she's ny wfe.

And the kid in the picture? | think
| bought himan ice cream

| al ways wanted to go

to a weddi ng reception.

But I know it's not my scene.
Sifting through a man's rubbi sh..
...one can easily find clues
as to his background.

He visits this bar a lot.

Li kes the |aid-back atnosphere.
| always sit at the sanme table
he sat at.

Makes nme feel sort of

closer to him

There are sone peopl e you

can never get close to.

Get too close,

and you'll find him boring.

" m sonmeone

who pl ays by the rules.

| know how to be easygoi ng.

No, he hasn't cone hone.

- You're telling the truth?

- Wiy should | lie?

You live here?

O course.

- Ever seen this person?

- No.

Keep out of sight.

The cops are still outside.
Where is your son?
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We rub shoul ders with people

every day.

Strangers who may even becone

friends or confidants.

One thing | do knowthese cops

w Il never be ny friends.

My name's He Q wu.

My prison nunber was 223.

| haven't seen himfor days.

"1l informyou when he returns.

| saw himcone in.

| want the truth

That's enough Keep stil

|'"'ma very happy nman.

| was very tal kative

when | was snall.

But since eating an out of date can

of pineapple when | was five...
.1 lost ny voi ce.

For this reason.

| have very few friends.

| also found it diffiicult

to find a job.

So | finally decided

to be ny own boss.

Havi ng no capital,

my only option..

...was to enter shops after hours

and run ny business that way.

| don't nean to take advantage,

but it's practical...

to run an all-night business.

Custoners do cone in at 3 a.m

To buy neat. Business is business.

Al ways satisfy the needs

of your custoner.

As the ol d sayi ng goes:

" The custoner is always right'.

And as the boss, | nust be

ki nd, caring and tol erant.

One can't afford to be selfish..

...there's no such thing as a

free lunch in this world.

| always work very hard at night
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- well, until very late.

| don't nake a fortune,

but ' m happy.

Are you crazy? Wiy are you
maki ng nme wash ny cl ot hes?
"' ma beggar The last thing
| need is a | aundry

Leave ne al one..

You are crazy

Get your hands off ny clothes
Sod of f

"1l smash you to pulp
Ckay, 1'll pay you...

if it's noney you want
Cretin

Leave it

| don't want an aubergine
No, | don't want them

| nmust act |ike a |ady.

| don't accept freebies from
strangers. People will talk
"1l have a nel on, okay?
Her e

What the hel

You crazy or sonething?
Stop t hat

Li sten, | washed

my hair yesterday..

Quch Take it easy...

Don't scratch

| just want a | ate snack.

| don't need a shanpoo
Ckay, you wi n.

Do what you |ike

No

| don't want a shave

Don't touch ne..

Listen, | know I'mdiffiicult,
but I know sone...

...who aren't

Pl ease don't shave ne...

| don't want a shave..

"Il pay you not to, okay?
Thanks.
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A doubl e cone, pl ease.

Fuck It's you

|"msorry... sorry..

Stop pulling ny hair, okay?
"1l serve nyself.

"1l do it.

H, it's ne.

What are you doi ng?

Go to bed, don't wait up.

| m havi ng some ice-cream

| hope | can cone hone soon.
| don't know how nuch nore
"1l have to eat.

O course I'll have to pay

Look, I've run into this guy, and..

What's to expl ain?

It's the truth

Conme down and see for yourself.
Hey

Ch, no way

| can't eat that

[t"11] burn my noustache.

This is beyond a joke..

What the hell's going on?

| said conme by yourself. | didn't
say bring dad and the kids

Too much ice creams

bad for dad.

What if sonet hi ng happens?

And the kids have school tonorrow.
What's that...?

| don't want to die
fromeating too nmuch ice cream
Look, |'m being serious.

"Il pay you, okay?

Tell me how much, and |'1]I

buy all the ice cream Go on.
My ice cream naybe a

bit nore expensive...

...but I think this famly's
having a great tinme tonight.

| love ice cream

Wen | was a kid...

...an ice creamvan al ways

Page 7/ 24



st opped out si de our place.
Every time | sawit.

| was happy.

| even asked ny dad why he
didn't drive an ice creamvan
He didn't answer ne.

| later found out...

...that my mumwas killed

by an ice cream van.

| was born in Taiwan...
...and cane to Hong Kong

wi th dad when | was five

He worked as an assi stant

i n Chungki ng Mansi ons.

After ny mum s deat h.

He very rarely tal ked.

And we never ate ice cream
The fact that we're both
qui et and subtle...

... probably explains the

cl ose bond between us.

What are you thinking of?

And why the ice crean?

You know | don't l|ike ice cream
It's too cold..

...and it gives ne the runs.
You' re crazy

Let ne out

What are you playing at?

What are you doi ng?

"1l kill you

Open this door

You hear ?

Pagi ng 9090.

I'd like to | eave a nessage.
"Il meet his frinds tonorrow.
Let ne know where and when.
It's crystal clear... crystal clear...
| just want to check

that |'ve got the right place.
It's a fast-food store,

not a barber shop.

You may think that we're
maki ng a | ot of noney.
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What price a human |ife?
Depends on your | uck.

Busi ness can be sl ack for ages.
So, to make a living...

...1"1I'l occasionally invest

i n ot her businesses.

Li ke debt coll ection.

Thanks.

Hold on. I'll get your noney.
Her e.

But lately. 1've suffered

quite a few injuries.

| hate digging bullets

out of ny own body.

It's very exhausti ng.

| went to bed early that night.
When | awoke next norning,

| came to a decision

Lady, we're cl osed.

Two weeks after | was

injured, | asked her out.

| wanted to tell her ny decision.
But... | didn't show up.

" m sure she'll cone | ooking

for me in a couple of days.

After all, we've been partners

for a long tine.

Bei ng partners, you get to
under st and each ot her.

Al nost able to read

each other's m nds.

|'d often | eave her sone cl ues..

...to trace ny actions, or

ny wher eabouts.

After all these years.

She's becone part of ny life.
But nothing can remain

t he sane forever

| have to tell her

that | desperately want out.
But | don't know how to start.
So, |'ve devi sed anot her nethod.
A worman may cone in

asking for ne.
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Pl ease give her this coin..
...and tell her that 1818

is my |lucky nunber.

1818... it's the code for one of
the songs in this jukebox.

After she's |listened to the song.

...she'll understand nmy nessage.
Ckay if | sit here?

It's raining

Let's have sone fun

Oh, it feels so great

Conme on

Why ?

Perhaps |I' mtense...

Wy ?

You com ng?

No?

kay

Sure you don't want to cone?
Made up your m nd?

Forget it

Hey... cone and get it

It's not drying.

'l take it to the cleaners
for you tonorrow.

kay?
Did you hear ne?
Answer e

Open t he door

Hm nice. Fits you well.
Whose is this?

Wy ?

Do I know you?

You bastard

What are you doi ng?

Hel p

What now?

What do you want ?

What do you want ?

| " m over whel ned

G eat

Guess why | becane a bl onde?
| don't know.

So no one will forget ne.
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Looks great

You' re making fun of ne.

No, you're very speci al

|'ve heard it all before.

Fr om whont?

You

W were together for some tine.
| had | ong hair.

You cal l ed nme ' Baby'.

Real | y?

Yes.

Let bygones be bygones.

You like me now, that's fine.
| didn't say that.

| want sone femal e conpany.
Fi ne.

Just for the night.

Maybe you'll |ike ne

better in the norning.

CGet out On your way

Get the hell out of here
Hel | 0?

What | d'you want to tell ne?
You want to have ki ds?
What's all this crap?

You want to get marrid? Fine
"1l marry you... but

"1l need sone tine.

There's no need? Wy?

What do you nean?

Oh, you di ckhead

You sent nme a wedding invitation?
Way did you do that?

Oh, | see Congratul ations
Who's the lucky girl?
Bl ondi e?

Wel |, what a perfect couple

Me? Her bridesmai d?

What should | wear?

Chi nese style? Me, as a pageboy?
Shoul d be interesting

Sure. |Is Blondie there?

| must congratul ate her.

Okay. Thanks. Bye bye.
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Lend me a coin for the phone?
Bl ondi e?

| know you're there.

Stop pl ayi ng ganes

Pick up the phone, wll you?
Dam you

"1l curse your next life
Marryi ng Johnny, eh?

| only asked you to pay

his electricity bill

And now you're marrying him
You schem ng bitch

He doesn't | ove you

He's using you to bear him

a son He wants him.

...born in the Year ofthe Pig.
It's already Apri

You won't have enough tine

Ch, | get it

You got pregnant by another guy
and told Johnny it's his

If | ever see you again...
...01"1l flush you down the pan
i ke the shit you are

Hel | 0? Hel | 0?

" mnot finished yet Hell o?

G ve nme another coin

Fuck The bitch has hung up on ne
No

| need a shouler to cry on

The night's full ofweirdos.
This one seens to turn up

wher ever | go.

I"'mfine now 1'll pay you back
next tinme | see you.

Sane ol d story.

| wish | could tell her...
...you can't solve

probl ens over the phone.

You have to talk, face to face.
It that fails, you can

punch hi mon the nose.

| keep ny thoughts to nyself.
But sonehow, she appears
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to be able to read ny m nd.
| think you're right. Let's go.
Blondie, | know you're there
Conme out ifyou've got the guts
We're gonna torch the place
on the count ofthree.

One, two, three

Wong fl oor

Bl ondi e Conme on out

3 seconds and you burn

One, two, three

Let's try the next floor.
s that a w g?

No way, it conmes wth age
Looks bl ond, not grey.

You related to Bl ondi e?

| don't know any Bl ondi e.
Her nickname's ' St owaway'
wel | ?

- Funny nane

- Is she your chick?

Leave ne al one, you | oonies
Pervert Follow her...

- |I's Blondi e your daughter?
- No.

| can see a resenbl ance.
You' ve forgotten her?

- Think hard

- Leave it

We searched high and | ow
al |l night.

| don't think she knows
where this blondie |ives.

| give up.
Everyone protects her, hides
her away. \Were the hell is she?

Wiy won't anyone hel p ne?
The sl ut

It's not fair

What kind of gane is this?

' mnot playing anynore

You nust have slept with her.
| bet you have, but you won't
admt it. Right?
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You on vacati on?

Thi nk the whole world's

on your side, bitch?

Bl ondi e

You slut You dare show

your face? You're finished
You bitch Slut Tranp

Fuck you You bitch

Were does all this energy
conme fronf

Stop eating - watch the door.
Bl ondi e coul d show up

any mnute now.

She conmes here with her dad.
How do you spell 'Blondie'?
Oh, what the hell...
Listen to this.

|, Blondie, a.k.a. Stowaway,
behaved in an ugly & shanel ess way.
" mreturning Johnny Kwong to his
rightful girlfriend Charlie Young.
| hereby term nate al
relations with him

Qur signatures binding until
death. Great. You think so?
"1l make Bl ondie sign this.
Mist get her fingerprints
and |1.D. Nunmber on it.

Get her dad as a witness.
Phot ogr aph t hem t oget her.

Bl ondi e?

You' re Bl ondi e?

You' re Bl ondi e?

Yeah, so what?

Hey, you Bl ondi e?

"Il fucking chop you

into little pieces

They say wonen are

made of wat er.

So are sonme nen

Most fol k experience first |ove
in their teens.

| was a bit ol der.

Maybe |'mtoo choosy.
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On May 30th, 1995...

.1 fell in love for the first tinme.
It was raining that night.
| |1 ooked at her...
...and had this feeling
like | was a store.
...and that she was ne.
Wt hout any warning, she
suddenly enters the store.
| don't know how | ong she'll stay
The | onger the better, of course.
When did you | ast wash?
You need a bath.
Huh? You stink all over
When did you dye your hair?
They say | ove can change a man.
| find nyself |ooking handsone
and becom ng nore charm ng.
Suddenly, | discover
nmy hair's turning bl ond.
Perhaps it's because
my mum was Russi an.
Dad speaks in a Tai wanese
di al ect. ..
...which no on can understand. .
...because of his strong
Russi an accent.
Hel | 0? Chungki ng Mansi ons.
Who' s speaki ng? Bl ondi e?
On June 22nd, 1995. ..
...the Italian team Sanpdori a
came to play in Hong Kong.
| took Charlie to the match.
She's a fan of Ruud Gullit.
She was ecstatic that night.
She insisted in staying on
after the gane.
It's not right
What was the point of playing?
They had the better team
Qur boys were outcl assed
There's no mracles in this
worl d. Fat chance
Do you know why | cane?
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| was actually hoping

for a mracle.

Johnny's a great fan of Gullit.
| thought he would cone.

He woul dn't have had tine.
He's getting married tonorrow.
Guess why | was

yel l'i ng and wavi ng. ..

...and acting crazy earlier?

| hoped he'd see ne on TV.

He prom sed ne he'd cone

So why didn't he?

| realise that she still m sses
Johnny, but it hurts ne.

But |'man optimstic person.
It's said...

...nothing remai ns the sane forever.
But will it apply

to Johnny and Charlie?

Time will tell. | suppose.

Per haps |I' m bei ng

a bit too optimstic.

A few days later, | invited
her to anot her match.

She didn't turn up.

| really thought she'd soon
get over Johnny.

How wrong could | have been?
It was me she got over

| stayed on after the match.
As the stadiumlights di nred.
| redlised she wouldn't show.
| " m heart br oken.

Not a hope

They say 'love hurts'...
...but it's different with ne.
Sorret hi ng strange happens.

My hair changes col our.

Just like with ny first |ove.
| also realised how irresponsible
| had been in the past.

| shouldn't have taken over

ot her people's shops. ..

...the way | did.

Page 16/ 24



Every shop

nmust have its own feeling.
This realisation cheered nme up
and pronpted ne. ..

...to change ny life.

Vel cone.

Just for one.

W'l have a new nenu

next tine you cone.

Am | keepi ng you?

Get a glass. Be ny guest.
How s busi ness?

What's it cost to set up

a place like this?

H, there.

You interested in a business?
Just wondered how nuch

a place like this cost.

At least a mllion.

When you |ive out of a suitcase..

...Yyou don't need a pl ace

of your own.

Thi ngs have changed, though.
Got to start planni ng ahead.

| had a good chat that evening.
He even offered to help ne...

...1f 1 started up nmy own place.

- Anot her beer?

- Way not ?

What are you really worth?
|'d stayed away fromthe bar
for sone tine.

| couldn't bear hearing

t hat song.

But some things you can't
escape from

So, after that evening,

| never went back.

Happy birthday to you

Happy birthday to you

Happy birthday to you

Happy birthday, happy birthday
Happy birthday to you

- Ckay?
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- Good.
How are you?
Dad's fine. No need to worry.
| know it's your birthday soon.
Sorry | can't be with you
s mum feeling better now?
| s your sister okay?
Doi ng well at school ?
How was t hat ?
Sat o-san loves his famly
very nuch
Before his present job he
used to be a filmdirector.
So whenever he has famly
busi ness to tal k about. ..
...he just nakes a video recording.
|"m sure his son gets great
pl easure in receiving the tapes.
|'d like to do the sane...
... but who would I send
the tapes to?
| can't really send them
to nyself.
Maybe | could be |ike
Sat o-san's son...
...and imagi ne the happi ness
he gets fromthe tapes.
How nuch for a double roon?
Wth twin beds?
Yes. ..
Twin room- four fifty.
Too dammed expensi ve.
You' ve got to be kidding.
Forget it
Cal m down. . .
Stop filmng
Go to bed
That' s enough
Go on, get out of here
Later that night...

.1 caught dad having a
sneak | ook at the tape.
He really enjoyed it.
My nmenory's not that good.
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But . ..

.1 did renmenber that it was
his 60th birthday.
God knows why. But he gets
great amusenent watching it.
And | do know that he's happy.
Silly devil...
Wor ki ng with soneone
for a long tine...
...you're bound to be influenced
in sone way.
| know that fragrance...

.but I"'mnot used to snelling
it on other wonen.
This suits me just fine.
It's shrunk a bit, though
| always thought the perfune
was a bit overpowering.
| snelt it on this other woman
this afternoon.
She wants to see you.
| fixed up a neeting.
WIIl you go?
| think you should go and
get things sorted out.
Perhaps it's not such a good i dea.
Anyway, | thought you'd go.
This is for you.
I'd Iike..
...a packet of crisps.
Not the red pack, the yell ow
They sit there together
for ages.
| wonder what they're tal king about?
Meanwhi | e the rain keeps
bucketi ng down.
It's raining so heavily, how will
| get hone by nysel f?
And just when | need
a raincoat. .
... he appears at ny side.
| hope the rain...
...w Il never stop.
"' mnot comng in.
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Then why wal k me hone?

You coul d' ve let ne walk

| was going to do that anyway.
You trying to be funny?

Oh, what the hel

Just fuck off, will you?

We cane to an agreenent.

| never agreed anything

You insisted on seeing her, not ne
What d'you want from ne now?
You think I''"m stupid?

Oh, get |ost

You're a cheat and a liar

G ve ne your hand. ..

Wy ?

|"ve left my mark, okay?

You may forget ny face, but
you won't forget ny bite

' measily recogni sed, though..
...by the nole on ny face.

If a woman with a nole on her
face ever comes up to you...
...it could be ne.

WIIl you renenber that?

"1l remenber.

WIIl | renmenber her?
Actually, it's not inportant.
For her | was an oasis in

her journey through life.

| hope she soon reaches

her destination...

...and finds her soul mate

for life.

We all need a partner.
VWen will | find m ne?
Are we still partners?

| don't know how to answer
her questi on.

|"ve come to | ook at partners
froma new angl e.

As a business partner,

she's perfect...

...but not one you could
spend your life wth.
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" mterm nating
our business rel ationship.
Do nme one last favour, will you?
| don't know why | agreed.
Probably because it's a |ast favour.
| want to place an advert
for ny friend.
| want the front page.
The best thing about ny job -
| don't have to nmake deci sions.
Wio's to die, when and where,
it's all been planned by others.
|'"'ma | azy person.
| Iike others to arrange things for ne.
But |1've been doing sone
thinking lately.
| feel the need for change.
Whet her it's right or wong...

.1 must make a decision
for nyself.
' Bei ng phot ographed wil |
shorten your life'.
Seens there's sone truth in it.
One eveni ng,
dad was taken ill.
| took himto hospital.
Alittle later, he passed away.
Thanks to him all ny life...
...l1"ve always felt like
alittle boy.
He was al ways there to
sort out my problens.
Packi ng his things away
t hat eveni ng. .
He was always there to
sort out ny problens.
Packi ng his things away
t hat evening..

.1 felt grown-up for the first tine.
| didn't want to be grown-up..

.1 just wanted dad with ne.
Wen | left the hotel...

.1 took the videotapes wth ne.
| wat ched them
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over and over again.

Wat chi ng dad cooki ng

made ne very happy.

| know I'Il never taste

hi s steaks again...

...but 1"lIl never forget
just how t hey tasted.

Oh, hell, it's you again

Not the hair Leave it..

| "' m happy to be your client.
Did | ever refuse?

| didn't, did I?

Just | ook at ne

Let go of ne...

My wife's visiting China...
...and |'ve sonme business
to attend to.

G ve ne three hours and

"1l be back.

Three hours, okay?

Three hours. ..

Two hours?

Two hours and I'Il be back. Deal ?
Trust ne. We're old friends,
aren't we?

People cross all the tine.
Two hours. .

Trust nme, you have ny word
W're |ike brothers, right?
You want it witten in blood?
You' re kidding, right?
Leave it out...

Just one hour, okay?

Don't do this...

have nercy... Wait...

Can | have sone

smal | change, please?
Thanks.

| "' m downstairs already.

" mwaiting for you. 'Bye.
Tal k about bad tim ng..
Shortly after dad died,

Sat o-san returned to Japan.
| haven't got much noney saved..
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...S0 | can only do what |I'm
best at - being ny own boss.

' m being very cautious this tine.

| pick only the stronger ones.
Ones that won't get hurt easily.
Take this one for exanple.
Guts of steel.

Saves a | ot of hassle.
Sonetines | run into

ol d acquai nt ances.

Sone haven't changed at all.
O hers | hardly recogni se.

" m always glad to see them..
...even though they may not
remenber ne.

O course, there are sone
exceptions to the rule.

On August 29th, 1995..

.l ran into ny first |ove again.

| don't think she recogni sed ne.
| guess |I'm nore handsone now.

- You're late.

- Sorry.

- What's up with hin®

- I've no idea.

It turned quite cold that evening.

| hadn't expected w nter

to come so soon

|"mnot used to this

ki nd of weat her

It seens to have been

a long winter.

Al though | eat well every day...
.1 still feel cold.

|"ve got used to working al one.

Cccasionally | do work

with others..

...but not on a regul ar basis.

|"ve learnt to be nore careful

For instance, | won't work

in hotels any nore.

And no nore checki ng out

r ubbi sh bi ns.

| firmy believe..
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...one nustn't get enotionally
i nvolved with one's partner.
We rub shoul ders wi th many
peopl e every day.

Sone may becone cl ose friends,
or confidants.

That's why |'m al ways optimstic.

Sonetines it hurts.
Not to worry -
| try to stay happy.
That ni ght,
| saw t hat woman agai n.
| knew we'd never be friends
or confidants...
...we'd let too many chances
pass us by.
Not hi ng happened,
there was no chem stry.
Maybe it was the weather..
... but that night
| found her very alluring.
|*' m about to | eave,
| ask himto take nme hone.
| haven't ridden pillion
for along tine...
.nor have | been this close
to a man i n ages.
The road hone isn't very long...

...and | know I'"I| be
getting off soon.
But at this nmonment, I'mfeeling

such | ovely warnth
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