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Mar ker

Hey, Janal

Jamal , you awake?

Jamal ! | know you can hear ne, boy.
Jamal , I"'mwiting all this down.

|'ve got that thing with your teacher
and |'mworking | ate.

So you're gonna have to take care

of yourself for dinner, okay?

kay?

kay.

Hey, | thought you wanted

to get up by 7:

-Play the ball.

-Bal I'!

-Play the ball.

-Bal I'!

-You want to change things?

- Check that.

Play ball, baby. Stop crying.
Hol d on. Wat up, J?

Were you been, man?

-What's up?

- Sl eep, yo.

-Hey, what's up, man?

-Up wondering how to save your ass.
-What are you savi ng?

- Hey, Danon.

Let's go.

J, break himup, mn.
Take the ball, man, okay?

-Ch, he broke your ankles, nman!
- Yeah!

You can't give himthat.
-You can't give himthat.
-1 m awake.

Conme on, yo.

-You got sonmething for ne?
-What you got ?

Souffl e, baby!

Were's the D?

Got nothing for ne, man.

A lot of good that's doing.
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-It's sonething for The W ndow.

-You ever seen hinf

- The W ndow?

- Yeah.

No. But he see us, man.

Cone on, what's wong with y'all?

Y all want to play ball?

-All right, baby.

-Wake up.

-You got to help nme out, nman.

- Shake it!

H p- hop, man.

I n 1845, Poe wote his

nmost fanous piece, ''The Raven''...
...a poem he wote while strung out

on coke and obsessed w th death.

"' The Raven'' is like the football team
There's a team obsessed with death
Al ways get their ass kicked.
Bal ti nore Ravens, only pro foot bal
team nanmed after a classic poem
Anyone read it?

"' Once upon a mdnight dreary

Wil e | pondered, weak and weary.. ..
Jamal , how about it?

No, | never read it.

kay, | need those essays

by next Tuesday.

Yo, man, ny dad saw The W ndow, nan.
Yo, man, ny dad saw The W ndow, nan.
About 20 years ago.

Just like a ghost, |ike the ones
that be in our science books.

-Just |ike that.

-So, what, he was white?

Ain't mlk white?

-Ever see a ghost that wasn't white?
-Just pl ayi ng.

| heard he killed sonebody.

That's why he stays inside.

You gotta kill an arny to hide here.
- True.

-Y' all play too nuch.

Remenber Shurrita?
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She used to live bel ow The W ndow?
She calls nme up this one night,
buggi ng, dog. Buggi ng.

Sayi ng she heard this tapping
fromupstairs by The Wndow s pl ace.
Tap. ..

...tap..

...tap.

Wil e she was on the phone,

she started scream ng, dog.
Because now t he tappi ng nade

its way down the stairs somehow.
Tap. ..

-...tap, tap.

-Listen to him fool.

And now it was on

t he ot her side of her door, dog.
She could tell there was sone
type of knife he was tapping wth.
Bef ore she can even hang up,

t he phone di sconnect ed.

-That's the last tinme we seen her.
-Shurrita fromacross the street?
Come on, man, yo

You know that girl is a crack ho.
No, no, she was ni ce.

Listen, man, all | knowis

that The Wndow s bad news.

Rul es was, you go outside,

you stay away from The W ndow s pl ace.
-No, stay away from your |ying ass.
-Yo, J, you believe ne, right?
You full of shit, dog.

Dam.

So |l et ne guess.

So you'd go up in there, right?
It's an old man

| ooki ng out a wi ndow, nan.

-You' |l go?

-He won't go.

-So you'll go up there?

-Let them know, J.

-He's not gonna go.

-This nigga's scared.

Page 4/53



Yo, | got the next call.

- So?

-So. ...

| dare you to go up there, right?
Ri ght? Ri ght?

-Whatever, man. |'I|l go up there.
- Yeah.

-He' s goi ng.

-Bi g shot. Supernan.

-Bring it, son.

-That's ny dog.

You feel ne.

D, | believe you, dog.

Man, shut up.

Go to class or sonething.

Here, man, sit over here, son.
Are you kidding nme?

Stop playing with ne.

-lt's a vibrant thing. Go over there.
- Fi ne.

Here, take your apple too.

-Ms. Joyce?

-Yeah. Hi .

Good to see you

Have a seat here.

Thank you.

kay.

We got Janal's test scores
back this week

- Test scores?

- Assessnent tests.

The state education depart nment
requires all kids to take them
He didn't tell you?

Ms. Wall ace,

Jamal maintains a C average.
Wi ch neans he does just enough
to get by wthout standing out.
Now, what nmakes Jamal's case
unusual are his test results.
Oh, ny Cod.

| see himreading al

t hese books all the tine.

Books | never read.
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Sorme | never even heard of.

And he's always witing

in his notebooks.

Ever since his father left.

But that's what | see.

All he ever tal ks about is basketball.
Basketball is where

he gets his acceptance.

Ki ds don't care about

what he puts down on paper.

Let's go! Between the yellow |ines!
Let's go!

Yo, T.

What up, Fly?

- How you?

- Mai nt ai ni ng.

Look, | ook. You | ooking

for tickets, little bro?

Dead toni ght.

Sorry about that.

Cone on, nman.

We know you got tickets.

| got four words for you:

Bos-ton Red Sox. Al right?

The Yanks and Sox tickets, they damm
near been sold out al nbst a nonth.
Al right, M. Fly?

And by the way, why don't you go
tell Canry boy over there..
...that he need to back up

his little cheap-ass bunper...
...on that Mercedes there.

Go handl e that.

Let's go, Fly! Let's go!

VWhat the hell, Jamal ? Mons call ed.
Tell me about the test.
What's up with that?

- Not hi ng, man.

-What do you nean, nothing?

This in the way of your plans?
Remenber, it was your plan first, T.
Yeah, | know.

Alittle college ball and all.
Then start signing checks,
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sol ving everybody el se's probl ens.
Look at me, though.

Woa, hold a m nute.

Hol d on to these.

| guess this makes it our plan now.
-One thing.

-\What up?

Don't say not hing

about themtest scores.

Don't worry, |'myour brother, dog.
What ever nme and you di scuss,

it stays between ne and you.

-Ri ght .

-Love you, dog. Al right?

Make sure you keep one thing in mnd:
Mons knows when the gane ends,

so take your ass straight hone.

- Ckay.

-Don't get into no trouble.

Be careful. Stay safe, all right?
-Love, dog.

-All right, T. Good | ooking.

Al right, Jamal. Be careful

Stink in here.

J, you see that w ndow?

He keeps that one cracked sonetine.
Yo, light's been out

for two hours, dog.

You sure he asl eep?

That Met husel ah's |ike a thousand
years old. That's all they ever do.
Yo, J, man. For the reals, son

| don't know about this.

-1 know.

-l think ["'m- Ch, shit!

| think I"mgonna pull the call, yo.
-No, yo, | got this one.

- Rat s.

Al right. Yo, Fly.

Keep it.

You gotta bring sonething out.
Yo, man, you hear us,

drop down, all right?

Al right.
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Don't stay in there too |ong.
Got you.

Dam, this thing' s rickety.
Lucy Chapman around?

Last stool on the other end.
Lucy Chapnan?

- Yeah.

-1' m Banni on, Hom ci de.

Wth this band playing, you need
megaphones to talk at the bar.
-We can sit in a booth.

-All right.

- Yo, | ook, | ook!

-Ch, shit!

-Yo, yo, got something?
-Ch, shit!

- Yo, what happened?

-You son of a bitch

D ckheads, he wasn't asl eep.

-Yo, did you see hinf

-No, not for long, yo.

Jamal , woul d you stop bounci ng
that damm ball in the house?

| got M chael Jordan's nane
witten in dirt all over ny floor.
Don't worry, |'Il clean it.

| got a better chance

of M chael Jordan cleaning it.

I f you're thinking of a shower,

the hot water's taking a few m nutes.
-1 wasn't thinking about it.

-Hey! Hey, where's your pack?

-1 don't know.

-Don't know?

What do you nean, you don't know?
W wanted you to bring sonething,
not | eave sonet hi ng.

Leave this one al one, man.

What was in your bag anyway?

"' mnot tal king about the damm bag.
Bet you ain't, man.

Let nme teach you sonething.

Now wat ch the eyes.

He's probably watching you right now
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Stop. Stop. See?

You don't know about that, man.
Here's how you do it.

"' m not gonna do anything

to your car, man.

" msorry?

You | ook worri ed,

like I'"ll do something.
No, | worry about this car

everywhere, not just here.
-Don't take it personally.

-lt's just a car.

No, it's not just a car. It's a BMN
Those who know anyt hi ng

about that conpany...

...know that it's nore

than just a car.

Oh, those who know. So | woul dn't
know anything |ike that, right?
No, that's not what | neant.
Last thing | knew about BMA ..
...1s, they made pl ane engi nes
when they first started.

A guy by the nane of Franz Popp
started it all.

Franz Popp. | like that nane.
Made this one engi ne before 1 920.
It flewsix mles up

Well, Popp and his boys were
just getting started, nan.

Made this one engi ne,

the 801 , World War I|1...

... 14 cylinders,

2300 horsepower, seven mles up.
Wth nore tine, they woul d have
bonmbed the shit out of England..
...and maybe even won the war.
That's where this cones from
Wi te propeller zipping

around a bl ue sky.

After the war, they couldn't
make pl ane engi nes anynore.

And that's when BMW gave sone
serious thought to making cars.
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Kind of Iike this one.

But you probably knew all that,

since you | ease one.

Thanks for the history | esson.

No problem nan.

Messing with ny stuff, man.

Hey. ...

The ot her ni ght was--

It was just this dare thing

me and ny boys do.

Well, | was wondering maybe | could

bring you sonme nore of ny stuff...
.or maybe | could

write sonething el se.

How about 5000 words on why you'll

stay the fuck out of ny hone?!

Conme on, man, | know you in there.

Take your goddamm hand of f my door!

| just cane to drop off

that thing you asked ne for.

What t hing?

The 5000 words on why you wanted mne

to stay out of your place.

That's kind of the way you said it.

Vell, try renenbering it

exactly as | said it.

Conme on in, Janal.

H , honey.
It's okay.
Sit down.

Ms. Wallace, Jamal. When we got
your recent test scores...

...we figured there may be sone
interest fromprivate schools.
Well, it turns out we were right.
M. Bradley.

Jamal, Ms. Wall ace,

nmy nane's David Bradl ey.

["'mw th the Milor School

in Manhatt an.

-Mail or? Mail or-Call ow?

-That's right. You famliar wth us?
Yeah.

Jamal, Mailor-Callow is not only
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t he best prep school in the city...
...1t"s one of the finest
private schools in the East.
Only the best go there.
You may know we're a few weeks
into our fall term..
...but every year
we hol d some openi ngs..
...while we wait
for test scores to cone in.
Jamal , your test scores...
...to put it mldly,
caught our attention.
|'mhere to see if you'd be
interested in attending our school.
Jamal , we know | eavi ng
for anot her school ...
...especially a private school,
i s not gonna be easy.
But this isn't the right place
for you anynore.
Jamal, it's not a difficult choice.
M. Bradley...
...there's no way
that we could pay for this.
W' re not asking you to.
When Dr. Sinon said,
""*Only the best go to Mailor''...
...he neglected to nention..
...that our excellence extends beyond
t he cl assroom
| figured that.
We t hought you mi ght.
Ms. Wallace, about 40 of our students
have gone on to play college ball
Three have made it
to the professional |evel.
We eval uated your play |ast year.
While this is strictly
an academ c offer...
.we won't be di sappointed
if you choose to play.
All we ask is you cone out for a
few days, take a look, think it over.
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- Ckay.
-Ms. Wall ace.
- Thank you.
- Janal
Goodbye.
We'll be in touch.
-1 didn't knock this tinme, man.
-To whom were you speaki ng?
["I'l tell you that
when | get my 5000 words back.
Bolt the door...
...i1f you're comng in.
The man in the car?
He was fromthis private school.
They want ne to go there.
We don't have to pay anything, though.
We |ive a couple blocks from here,
me and ny nom
Well, my brother was there
a couple of years ago...
...but he left after ny dad left.
My nmomgot tired of waiting
for ny dad to get hinself clean
And ny dad got tired of trying.
But that's when | started witing.
What's your name?
Jamal Wal | ace.
Sounds |i ke sone kind of marnal ade.
How ol d are you?
["m1 6.
Si xt een!
And you' re bl ack
-It's remarkabl e
- Remar kabl e? \Wat ?
It's remarkable that |'m bl ack?
What does ne bei ng bl ack
got to do with anything, nan?
You don't know what to do
right now, do you?
I f you say what you
really want to say..

.1 mght not read any nore of this.
But if you let ne run you down
with this racist bullshit...
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...what does that make you?

"' mnot playing this gane, man.
Oh, | say you are playing it.

An expression is worth

a thousand words.

But perhaps in your case just two.
Her e.

What an asshol e.

One hand to give, one hand to receive.
As we eat together in unity..

... may our mnds, bodies

and spirits grow strong..

...and congratul ations to Janal.
Amen.

- Amen.

- Amen.

Did you see this?

-Let nme see.

-Don't ness it up.

Wait a m nute.

From the cover this |look like

t he funny-nman school to ne.
Terrell, eat your food.

You'll be fine, big bro, because
Mommy don't make not hing but sol diers.
You coul d have done the sane thing.
| work at a parking lot. And | ain't
no regul ar parking attendant.

| amthe supervisor

of all the parking attendants.

You don't know how rnuch

you' || make from week to week.

One week it's $50,

one week it's $1 00.

-That's not a real |ob.

- Leave hi m al one.

Ma, | ook, | rap, | get busy.

You know | got ny rap thing going.
Don't bring up the rap.

Eat your food.

-You don't want to hear ny songs?
- Eat .

"Il sing it for you now.

When | cone due
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And | bl ow the spot

Your son i s supervisor

O the parking | ot

Tell her, Jamal

My choice is hot, right?
Jamal Wal | ace?

H, |'md aire Spence.

Bradl ey asked nme to show you around.
Al right.

Cone on.

Don't worry about answering

any questions or anything.

Not till you decide

what you're gonna do.

Besi des, the teachers here..
...aren't all that into

student participation.

They' re busy listening

to thensel ves talk.

-What do you nean?

-You' Il see.

This norning we begin our third
requi red readi ng of the senester...
...the study of a novel

that offers everything...

...and an aut hor who coul d

have offered nmuch nore.

That's Robert Crawford.

Been here as | ong

as nost of the buil dings.

Wen WIIliam Forrester was 23,

in 1 953..

...he set out to wite his first book.
Many aspiring authors tal k about
witing the great 20th-century novel..
...well, WIlliamForrester did it.
On his first try.

Have you read this?

Yeah, you?

Only about a dozen tines.

This was the only one

he chose to publish

For all we know it was the only one
he chose to wite.
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Your job over the next week--

Your job over the next week
istoread it and tell ne why.

So. ..

...you gonna be back tonorrow?
Yeah, they want ne to spend

sone time on the court.

Yeah, | heard.

Graduation was a little rough

on | ast year's team that's all

But it's just like college, right?
You get an educati on,

and they get what they want.

Maybe you both get what you want.
Yeah, maybe.

It was very nice neeting you, Jamal
You too, Claire. You gonna

be around tonorrow?

Not where you'll be...

...but you mght be able

to find nme for |unch.

| didn't say those two words.

Way didn't you?

Because | want you to read

nore of ny stuff.

You know, they talk a |ot

about you out there.

All this '"legend ' bullshit.

They got some stories, though.
Peopl e wonder if you killed sonebody.
That, and wonderi ng

why you been in here so | ong.

| woul dn't nove, though

|"d stay for the quiet.

You don't hear nothing in here.

Qur place got these noisy neighbors.
Their kid' s always yelling

because he's only a year old.

O pops is yelling

because the kid' s making noi se.
Then mom s yel ling--

But that's a different yelling..
...because that's when the old man's
pl ayi ng the tunes for her...
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...and she got her head

bangi ng up agai nst the wall.

She be screamng like....

- Then she--

-You better stir that soup.

What ?

Stir the soup before it foans up

How come ours never

gets anything on it?

Conme on. Cone on. C oser

Now.

-You got sonebody doing that yelling?
-VWhat | have here is an adult male...
...Quite pretty...

...probably strayed fromthe park.

A Connecticut Warbler.

You ever go outside to do any of this?
You shoul d have stayed

wi th the soup question

The object of a question is to obtain
information that matters to us..
...and to no one el se.

You were wondering why

your soup doesn't foam up?

Probably because your nother

was brought up in a house..

...that never thought

about wasting mlk in soup.

Now t hat question was a good one.

In contrast to,

"'Do | ever go outside?

VWhich fails to neet

the basic criteria...

...of obtaining information

that matters to you

Al right, man.

Guess | don't have

any nore soup questions.

No?

Wiy did you say that stuff

about ne being bl ack?

It had nothing to do

Wi th you bei ng bl ack.

It had to do with ne finding out just
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how much bullshit you'd put up with
You knew |'d cone back

Yes, just like | know

you'll go to this new school.
How you know t hat ?

Because there's a question

in your witing...
...suggesting what is it

you wish to do with your life.
And that is a question your present
school cannot answer for you.
Let's match up

Wl | ace, you take Hartwell.
What's up, man? |'m Jamal

Just check it, all right?

- Check the ball

-Let's go, guys.

Come on now.

Ball's in.

Cone on!

- Cover Danson! Get on him
-Let's go.

Pl ay hi mtough, play himtough.
Here, Johnny, i nside!

Way to go. Way to go, gang.
Let's go, D up.

-Let's go, garbage.

- Cone on.

- Cone on.

-Step up. Step up.

Head' s up.

Leave the trash-tal ki ng

back honme, all right?

What ?

Get that goofy | ook off your face.
-1 m gonna nmake you ny son.
-Ri ght.

-You gonna be ny son.

- Cone on.

Let's go.

- Cone on, nman.

- What ?

-You're too small.

- What ?
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Ni ce handl e.

Hartwell, a little defense
woul d be real nice.

Coach is right. Alittle defense.
Let's go.

-Try and get it past the |ine.

- \What ?

| said, get it past the line.
s this too nuch? Pressure.

Too mnuch

| need sone hel p!

Ten seconds. Let's go,

t he ot her way.

' mtaking your spot?

- Taki ng what ?

-Your spot.

Taki ng not hi ng. Come on.

My court, man. My court.

That's how we play down here.
That's right.

Hartwell's just a rich kid..
...who wants as nmuch of the spotlight
as he can get his senior year.
That's all it is.

They take things real serious
around here.

Well, it's a serious place.
Serious enough | usually end up
here, getting lunch on ny books.
What are you wor ki ng on?
Forrester's book.

| thought you read it.

| know, but | ook at this.

My dad got it for ne.

[t's an early printing.

Listen, | gotta go.
But you just got here.
| know, but. ..

.1 forgot sonething.
| gotta check up on sonethi ng.
"Il see you later.
"*Born 1 930.
I n Scotl and.'
"'Moved to New York with his famly
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in his late teens.
M. Forrester was unavail abl e
for coment.''
Yeah, | bet he was.
Are we now pl anni ng
to make these visits a habit?
Are we now pl anni ng
to make these visits a habit?
-You said you knew |'d be com ng back
-Yes, but | thought you neant once.
| need sone help with
this thing at school .
Ah, yes, this thing at school
And what ''thing'' are we
tal ki ng about now?
You ever read that?
["mtrying, man.
| just can't seemto get past
the first 1 0 pages.
As | recall...

.1 took a while
to get past those pages nyself.
Ch, Christ, you've
dog- eared one of them
Show a little respect
for the author, huh?
That's you, isn't it?
You' re the author.
| read the whol e thing.
It's not bad. Especially--
Hey. ..
.1 know what it is.
| don't need another person
telling me what they think it is.
| wasn't gonna say that.
What were you gonna say?
| should tell you everything about nme?
| told you about nme.
You could | earn
alittle sonething about...
... hol di ng back.
If | ask you not to say
anyt hing to anybody. ..
...about here, us...
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...1s that sonething

| can trust you on?

Yeah.

| prom se

Fi ne.

And if | ask you to keep hel ping
me with my witing?

There'll be no questions..
...about ne, ny famly...

...0r why there was only one book.
Then | won't ask.

Good.

And good ni ght.

VWat's it feel |ike?

What ?
Witing something the way you did.
Per haps you'll find out.

Li sten, you 5-foot-nothing.

He's probably still

sl eeping in the crib.

Kenzo, how old are you agai n?

Wy ?

Look at your face!

Did your nomdo that to you?

She started you young.

You know where that starts fronf
Eating too nmuch cooki e.

Teresa told nme. She told ne.

| Iike thembig. You got a problenf
I I'ike them big.

That bi g?

[t's like when |"mw th

all three of your nothers.

-You' re not tal king about ny nother.
-Hol d on, GOscar Mayer w ener.

Stop playing. You got beat

like Tina in school one day.

| seen Duke snmack you up.

Listen, throw it at your mama.
Everything tilts towards your mama
Your mama. Stop throw ng your nmana
Why you | aughi ng?

Yo, man, your gl asses

are |ike Coke bottles.
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d assi cs.

-You ever net sonebody fanous?

- How f anous?

Li ke, | don't know. ..

.. .sonebody people would know.
Nobody |i ke that

comes around here, man.

So, you here for good now?

Yeah, |'"mjust trying to get started.
Well, at |east they | ook good.

Ri ght ?

This year's witing conpetition
has now been schedul ed.

For those who choose to take part,
entries nmust be turned in...
...before spring break.

Meani ng, you still have

a few nonths of procrastination
Feel free to experinent with

a nore proactive approach. The--
M. Wall ace!

Pl ease.

| had a chance this norning..
...toreviewthe files sent over
by your former school.

Test scores, inpressive.

Actual classroom work.. .

...hot so iInpressive.

I's this...

...the level of work

| should anticipate, M. Wallace?
Because if it is...

...it wll help ne determ ne whet her
| should treat you as a student...
...o0r as soneone here

sinply to pursue--

How should | put it?

O her endeavors?

O course your work will give you
anpl e opportunity to respond.
Good day, M. Wall ace.

Just so you know,

you handl ed that the right way.
How s that?
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You didn't say anything.

I[t's the ones that do

that run into trouble.

-John Col eri dge.

-Jamal \Wal | ace.

So how many people do say sonethi ng?
And actually stay in Crawford' s cl ass?
Not many.

| m ssed what you said.

| didn't say anything.

You read all these?

No, | just keep them

to inpress all ny visitors

Al your visitors.

We tal k about your book at school.
Peopl e have been tal ki ng

about it for years.

They just haven't been

sayi ng anyt hi ng.

Yeah, | think | got it down, though.
| figure you were witing

about how life never works out.

Oh, really? You had to

read a book to figure that out?
Yeah, but Crawford's

messed up on it anyhow

Says the guy having trouble

after the war is really you

Somre synbolismshit for the problens
you were having with everybody.
Robert Crawf ord?

Yeah, | think it's bullshit, though.
| think there really was

sonebody el se.

M . Johannsen?

Her e.

M. Massie! Another trip

to your favorite destination.

| " ve got four bags today.

| can | eave them

Oh, no, no.

Cone right in.

How you doi ng, M. Johannsen?

At | east a hal f-hour
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before the sun goes down.
Then you can begi n your
pani c-driven quest back to Manhatt an.

This should last you till next week.
Your mail is in...
...this one.

- M. Johannsen?

-Essentials are in--

Essenti al s?

| took care of your bills, and

| put all the copies in this one.
The phone conpany wonders

if you still want service...
...as you haven't had a call in six--
Ckay.

| got your socks

for the next couple weeks...
...which are in this one.
And | have your |atest check
from accounti ng.

They wanted to know if you
cashed the | ast one.

I[t's still showi ng up outstandi ng.
Not as outstanding as it once was.
["msorry, | didn't realize

you had conpany.

Oh, yes. W were just

havi ng a di scussion. ..

...on German autonobile history.
-Care to join us?

-No, I"'min a tow away.

O course you are.

See you next week?

Not if |'mlucky.

Wy not give that guy a break

and do your own shoppi nhg?

-And why are your socks inside out?
- Because socks are badly designed.
The seans are on the inside.

Hurt the toes.

In sone cultures, it's considered good
luck to wear sonething inside out.
And you believe that?

No, but it's |ike praying.
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What do you risk?

And | do go outside.

How do you think those w ndows

get cl eaned?

Now, about this...

...professor of yours.

How did it feel having him

tell you what you can't do?

-Li ke he knew he was better than ne.
-Then let's show hi mwhat you can do.
Wiy are the words we wite

for ourselves..

...always so much better than those
we wite for others? Mve.

Sit.

Go ahead.

Go ahead and what ?

Wite.

What are you doi ng?

["mwiting. Like you'll be..
...When you start punching those keys.
I's there a probl enf

No, |'m just thinking.

No. No thinki ng.

That cones | ater.

You wite your first draft...
...With your heart...

...and you rewite with your head.
The first key to witing...

...isto wite.

Not to think.

Jesus!

s there a chance you mght sit down?
"' A Season of Faith's Perfection.'
-VWhat's this?

-Start typing that.

Soneti mes the sinple rhythm

of typing..

...gets us from page one to page two.
And when you begin to feel

your own words. ..

...start typing them

Punch the keys, for God's sake!

Yes!
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Yes!

You're the man now, dog!
Jamal . ..

... Whatever we wite

in this apartnment...
...stays in this apartnent.
No excepti ons.

kay, let's push it, guys. Cone on.
- Heads up.

-Yo, D

That's a foul, man.

-1 had the spot.

-You' |l know when you got the spot.
Hey, hey, gentl enen!
- Hey, hey!

-Qur season begins in one week.

If | see this one nore tine, you'l
shoot fouls to see who runs today.
I s that understood?

I s that understood?

One.

Two.

Thr ee.

El even.

Twel ve.

Thirteen.

Twent y- ni ne.

Forty-eight.

Forty-ni ne.

Hold it.

One nore.

That's one of the nobst inpressive
things |'ve ever seen on a court.
Wiy do | know it wasn't good
enough for either of you?

Shower up and get out of here.
You may think we're the sane.

W' re not.
Oh, M. \Wall ace.
M. Wall ace!

- Prof essor Crawf ord.

-The | atest paper you turned in....
It showed quite a bit of inprovenent
fromyour earlier work
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- Thank you.

- Yes.

-How long did it take you to wite it?
-1 wote it |ast night.

Last ni ght!

VWll, | have sone things

to finish up here.

Good day, M. Wall ace.

That's right. Sel ect again.

-'""Birds ofa Feather'' for 600.

- Answer :

Vibrant in color, its nane borrows
fromthis Vivien Leigh character.
-The scarl et tanager.

-lt's, ""What is the scarlet tanager?
What is the scarlet tanager?.

Gotta know the rules to play.

[t was witten by a witer

you have never heard of.

"' Thy duty, wi nged flane of spring
s but to love and fly and sing.'
He was witing about the song

of the tanager.

A song about new seasons, new life.
That's Janmes Lowel I, man.

| know who he is.

""1'"Il stay with 'Poor Assunptions
for 800, Alex."'

You ever see any

scarl et tanagers around here?

They don't stray that far

fromthe park

So your professor wasn't exactly
full of praise this afternoon.

No, not exactly.

Well, there's sonmething you should
know about Robert Crawford.

He wrote a book

a few years after mne

And all the publishers rejected it,
whi ch was the right decision.

And instead of writing another one...
...he took a job
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teaching others howto wite.
How you know al |l that?

Just keep in mnd that

bitterly di sappoi nted teachers...
...can be either very effective
or very dangerous.

Al right, this is

the first step tonight, guys.
""Mailor'' on three.

One, two, three, Mailor!

ol d.

Bl ack.

Up here, up straight and high.
Not yet.

-What up, J?

-What up? You was in there tonight?
Twent y-si x points.

Eight of 1 O fromthe floor

Ten of 1 0 fromthe line.

-1" m supposed to mss that?

-All right, it was hot.

You were putting sone serious ink
on that stat page, nman.

What's goi ng on?

Yo, brothers was going

by Red Rose, nman.

| told themwe catch up.

Friday night, kid.

Cone on. Cone on

Hey, Jamal, you pl an

on doing that every night?

-Wbr ked out, | guess.
-1"d say it worked out.
This is Fly.

-H, Fly, I"'mdCaire.

- How you doi ng?

-You a friend of Jamal's?

-C aire!

Cone on!

" m com ng.

Don't hold that bus up too | ong.
Ni ce neeting you, Fly.

Al right! What the hel

you wor ki ng there, nman?
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Shut up, nman.

Yo, about Red Rose.

| ain't gonna nmake it.

| gotta go to this dude house.
They do it every year

Don't be going off on this.

You big tine. You best be going.

| don't want to hold your bus up.
You around this weekend?

Where you think |'mgonna be? In
t he Hanpt ons?

It was very nice talking with you
Renenber, anythi ng you need. ..
...please give ne a call

Ckay? Anyt hi ng.

kay?

Bui I ding up a collection

of those things?

Yeah, a few.

Do you want to get outside

for a while?

Yeah. You know this place?

| Iive in this place. Cone on
They' Il be in there till mdnight,
congratul ati ng thensel ves on your gane.
Whi ch neans | get to cramtonorrow
for this test on Mnday.

Test on what ?

It's on the Sherl ock Hol mes books.
They have us tracki ng down

all this worthless stuff, I|ike:

"' Who introduced Watson to Hol nes?
They give it to you

to force you to read everything.
Looks like it mght be a while.
Maybe so.

So this friend Fly.

How | ong have you known each ot her?
For a while. He was born there,
and | was born there too.

-In the Bronx?

- Yeah.

Must be hard.

What ?
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| don't know. New people, new school.
[t's not?

No, what's hard is growi ng up

in a place..

...where the cops don't

even want to be after dark

What's hard is know ng

that you' re safe there..

... because the people

you need to worry about...

... know you got not hi ng

to give them

So it's a good thing you're here.
Yeah, but these people don't think
| got anything to give themeither.
Don't let me get by you.

Once | get by you, |I"Il score.
- Ckay.

-You ready?

- Ready.

-Stay in front of nme now

-All right?

- Ckay.

| got by you, man.

You're bigger than | am

You still got to play defense.
How do | do that?

How do you pl ay--?

"Il show you one right here.

Turn around.

Turn around.

Feel that?

| feel it.

| know where you'll go because

| can feel where you're gonna nove.
Al right, nowtry and nove left.
|"mstill here. You can't get around
nme because | feel you noving left.
Try and go right.

See, I'mstill here.

| feel when you try and go right.
So you can't go there neither.
Now try and get by ne.

Hol d on.
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You gotta dribble first.

Dri bbl e.

Dribble. Ckay. Like this?

Yeah.

-Sorry.

-Claire.

Daddy.

Some of our guests are | eaving.

"Il see you on Monday, okay?

Oh, daire.

Yeah?

It was Stanford.

Excuse ne?

At the bar in London.

He's the one who

i ntroduced Watson to Hol nes.

M ght save you sone tine

after everybody's done in there.

You know how | ong | worked on that?
"' One season of faith's perfection''?
Feels like | worked on it

for two or three seasons.

Oh, you're in that place where

you can't even hear ne.

Li ke | could ask why you

never noved from here..

-...and you wouldn't even get pissed--
- Paragraph three starts. ..
...with a conjunction, ''and.
Never start a sentence

with a conjunction

-Sure you can.

-Ch, no.

[t's a firmrule.

No, no, no, see...

...1t was a firmrule.

I f you use a conjunction

at the start of a sentence..
...t can nmake it stand out a bit.
And that may be what the witer wants.
And what is the risk?

Well, the risk is doing it too nuch.
It's a distraction. It could

give the piece a run-on feeling.
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But for the nost part,
the rule on ""and'' or "'but''...
...at the start is still pretty shaky.
Even though it's taught
in many schools by many teachers.
Sonme of the best witers
have ignored that rule for years...
...including you.
Well, you' ve taken..
...sonet hi ng which was m ne..
...and made it yours.
That's quite an acconplishnent.
Thank you.
The title is still mne, isn't it?
| guess.
Now, it was the nei ghborhood
t hat changed. Not ne.
| ain't seen nothing change.
You '"ain't seen nothing''?
What in the hell kind
of sentence is that? Huh?
When you're in here,
don't talk like you do out there.
| was nmessing with you, nan.
It was a | oke.
| want to hear
about the nei ghborhood. ..
... back when peopl e
still read your book.
What did you say?
Not hi ng.
You said, ''back when people
still read my book.''
Didn't you?
We have 24 copi es.
But |"msorry. They're checked out.
Oh. Well, thank you, anyway.
You' re wel cone.
Any | uck?
Did you get on the waiting list?
Yeah, man, your book was checked out.
And yes. ..
.1 did pay for dinner.
It cost nme $1 3,
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so | guess you made your point.
| called to see what kind of
food you wanted, but it kept ringing.
| took the bell out 20 years ago.
Let me ask you sonet hi ng.

How cone a guy |ike you..
...wastes his tinme reading

The Nati onal Enquirer?.

VWhat's wwong with it?

| mean, it's trash, nman.

You shoul d be reading

the Times or sonething.

| read the Tinmes for dinner.
But this....

This is ny dessert.

They got a contest at school.
This witing thing.

-You ever enter one of those?
-Witing contest?

- Yeah.

- Once.

A long tine ago.

Did you wi n?

Well, of course | won.

Li ke noney or sonethi ng?

The Pulitzer.

On.

The students have to read

in front of everybody.

What the hell's that got

to do with witing?

Witers wite

so that readers can read.

Let sonmeone else read it.

You ever read your own book?

I n public? Hell, no.

Barely read it in private.

You know t hose things you do,

t hat coffee-shop reading shit?
You know why they do it?

Sel |l books, | guess.
Because they want to get |aid.
Real | y? Wonen will sleep with you

if you wite a book?
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Wnen will sleep with you

if you wite a bad book.

-Did it ever happen to you?

- Sure.

Did you ever get married?

Not exactly a soup question, is it?
No. No, | never did.

| Iearned a few things

al ong the way. ..

...which mght be of help with this
young | ady you always tal k about.
Li ke what ?

The key to a woman's heart. ..
...1s an unexpected gift

at an unexpected tine.

You're giving me advice on women?
Unexpected gift, unexpected tine.
This is so unexpect ed!

This is so unexpect ed!

Oh, Janal .

It's not a first printing

or anything, but....

Oh, ny God.

-What happened?

-This is a signed copy.

| can't accept it.

[t nmust've cost a fortune.

It didn't cost that nuch. Really.
Maybe the bookstore mssed it.
Bookst ores don't

usually mss this stuff.

How did you end up going to Mailor?
Mai l or was originally

an al |l -boys school .

So ny father did what anyone

in his position would do.

He got on the board

and changed the rul es.

And every kid there knows it.
They woul d' ve done it anyway.

That doesn't change anyt hi ng.
["mstill ""Dr. Spence's daughter.''
Jamal .

Yeah?
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That ni ght at my hone,

after the gane..

...when you were show ng ne
how t o pl ay basketball.

Was that all you were show ng nme?
Listen, | don't think

that's gonna work

What ?

That .

Wy not ?

Ask your father.

Jamal , |'mnot asking for sone

ki nd of prenuptial agreenent here.
It's just a question.

Wiy does everything have to be

so black and white with you?

| forgot what the question was.
You don't forget anything,

M. Stanford.

You don't think he wote it?
That's a serious accusation, Robert.
You cone to the board

with something like this...

" maware of how serious it is.
[t's remarkabl e work.

You recogni ze any of it?

It smacks of sonet hing.

But | don't know.

The boy does well in ny class.

He had good scores coming in.
Maybe all he needed was direction.
Carl, he's a basketball player..
...fromthe Bronx.

Who j ust happens

to have won 1 7 straight...

...for a school that |ikes w nning.
Robert, have you consi dered

that he m ght just be that good?
Not this good.

Do you know what

t he absol ute best nonent is?

[t's when you' ve finished

your first draft...

...and you read it by yourself.

Page 34/53



Bef ore these asshol es

t ake sonet hi ng. .

...that they couldn't do
inalifetime...

...and tear it down in a single day.
Peopl e | ove that book, man.

| didn'"t wite it for them

And when the critics

started all this bullshit...
...about what it was

| was really trying to say....
Well, | decided then...

...one book was enough.

WIlliam that was 50 years ago, nman
WIIliam

Wlliam | actually spent noney
on these tickets. Conme on

s it still light outside?

[t's nighttinme, man.

el | ?

You | ook good, man.

I[t's not the |atest stuff out--

| wasn't asking how | | ook.

| was asking, are we ready to go?
Oh, yeah. Cone on, nman.

Let's go.

Cone on.

We're playing here in two weeks.

| said we're playing in tw weeks.
St at e tournanent.

Cone on.

Hol d on. They got prograns.

Let ne get a program

WIIliam

Yo, WIlliam

Dam.

WIliam

Hey, WIIliam

WIIliam

Conme on, let's get you out of here.
| got you.

You used to get out, right?
Yeah, a long tine ago.
-What happened?
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-How t he hell should I know?

| didn't keep track of the tine.
Sorry for |osing you back there.
No apol ogy needed.

Good, because | got one nore place.
It's quiet and it's on the way hone.
You only got 1 O m nutes.

-Al'l right.

-Keep it going.

-Take that. It's all good.
-Thanks a | ot.

G ound | evel .

House that Ruth built.

Why did you bring ne here?
Because it's your birthday, nan.
| |Iooked it up in the al manac.
They don't even have you

in the dead peopl e section yet.

| figure with all

t he ganes you wat ched. .

...wWth whoever you watched themwth,
you never got down this close.
-VWhat the hell are they doi ng?
-What you worried about, nan?
You acting like they gonna pl ay
a Wrld Series chanpi onshi p gane.
Rel ax.

My brother and |,

we were here for every gane.

Till he left for the war.

| thought it'd be the sane

when he cane back. ..

...but he talked a little less...
...and drank a little nore.

| prom sed ny nother | would
help himget through it all.

So | caught up with him

this one night...

...and | was already

hal f a dozen dri nks behi nd.

So we had a few nore.

And after a while

he tells ne he wants. ..

...to drive nme back to the apartnent.
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| said, ''No, thanks.'

We were all still living there then.
| just stood there..

...and watched himdrive off.
Makes it through

t he whol e goddam war. . .

...and | let himdrive.

Later that night...

...the nurse was typing

whatever it is they type..

...and you know what she tells nme?
She tells nme how nuch

my book neant to her.

My brother's getting cold

in the next room..

...and all she can talk

about is a book.

vell ..

...everything changed fromthen on
Wthin five nonths,

| buried him ny ma, ny father.
Al'l of them here..

...in the Bronx.

We' d spent our sunmers here.

And if we were lucky, the fall
Alot of falls with those teans.
Yeah, well. ..

... hot enough.

"' The rest of those

who have gone before us...

... cannot steady

t he unrest of those..

...to follow "'

You wote that in your book.
Jamal , | realize that

if I give you enough tine..
...you'll find a way to amaze even ne.
Does he know?

No, he doesn't know.

This was one of the best evenings
|'"ve had in quite sone tine.

Al of it?
Yes, all of it.
well, 1....
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Thi s guy, nan.
How do you say you know
this guy again?
-He's ny teacher.
-Oh, yeah?
Seens like a different kind of dude.
Anyone in particular?
| sometimes cone here in the norning.
Just me, the aspiring...
...and all of them
| got a note saying
| should cone and see you.
M. Wallace..
.l think it's tinme you and
had a very honest. ..
...and very open di scussion
about your writing.
| thought you liked it.
Your recent work?
| liked it very nuch.
No, M. Wallace, the question
concerni ng your nost recent work..
...isn"t whether it's good.
It's whether it's too good.
The speed in your progress...
...fromyour old schoo
to this one is unusual.
To the point that | nust draw
one of two concl usions.
Ei t her you've been bl essed with a rare
gi ft that has suddenly kicked in..
.or. ..
...you're getting your inspiration
from el sewhere
G ven your previous education
and your background. ..
...l"msure you'll forgive ne
for reaching nmy own concl usi ons.
| wote those papers, nan.
Then you won't m nd show ng ne.
The next assignnment
is due in two weeks.
"Il schedule sone tine
for you to come to ny office.
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l'"d like you to wite it there.

In the neantinme, if there's anything
you wi sh to tal k about. ...

"' mnot witing anything, man.

Wi ch proves what ?

If a two-comma kid wote the papers,
woul d he use this ''background'' shit?
- Two- comma ki d?

-Amllion dollars.
-One conma, two commmas.
- No.

No, | don't.

Do you know what peopl e

are nost afraid of?

- What ?

-What they don't understand.

When we don't understand,

we turn to our assunptions.

Crawf ord cannot understand. .
...how a black kid fromthe Bronx
can wite the way you do.

So he assunes you can't.

Just like | assume he's an asshol e.
You knew him didn't you?

Crawf ord?

No.

But he thought he knew ne.

So what's all this stuff

about his book?

A lot of witers know

the rul es about witing...

-...but don't know how to wite.

- So?

So Crawford wote a book

about four authors who did know
And | was the only one still alive.
- And?

-He convinced a publisher to buy it.
So | nade a polite tel ephone call...
...to this publisher,

telling himand others...

...that | was in the process

of witing a second book.

And if they wished to bid on it--
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Oh, so that's why

Crawford' s book went away.

But you knew there woul dn't

be a second book.

Yeah, but they didn't.

| nteresti ng what happens when

the resources aren't close at hand.
The rich tradition of handing

in conpetition entries..

...on the final day continues...
...for yet another year.

Ladi es and gentl enmen. ..

...may | have your attention...
...please, if you don't m nd.

"'"Ere sin could blight or sorrow fade
Death came with friendly care

The openi ng bud to heaven convey' d--'
How nice of you to join us.

That's not part of the poem

""And bade it bl ossomthere.’

Anyone?

Alittle nore early norning

reti cence than usual

M. Col eridge.

Pl ease.

M. Col eridge..

... how many students woul d you say
we have here today?

"' m not sure.

Per haps you coul d

hunmor us with a guess.

-Thirty?

-Thirty.

And of that 30, there isn't one person
who knows the author of that passage.
| find that remarkable.

Don't you, M. Coleridge?

Per haps we shoul d back into this.

I n looking at this, what, if any,
concl usi ons m ght we be able to draw?
You mean about the author?

About anyt hi ng.

Do any of the words

stri ke you as unusual ?
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Feel free to viewthis as

the appropriate tinme for a response.
""Ere."’

""Ere.'" And why is that unusual ?
Because. ..

...t sounds ol d.

It does sound old, doesn't it?

And you know why

it sounds old, M. Coleridge?
Because it is old.

More than 200 years ol d.

Witten before your father was born,
before your father's father was born.
But that still does not

excuse the fact. ..

...that you don't know who wote it,
now does it, M. Coleridge?
["msorry, sir, | don't--

You, of all people in this room
shoul d know who wote that passage.
And do you know why, M. Col eridge?
| repeat, do you know why?

Just say your name, nan.

Did you have sonet hi ng

to contribute, M. Wallace?

| just said that

he shoul d say his nane.

And why woul d it be hel pful

for M. Coleridge to say his nanme?
Because that's who wote it.

Very good, M. Wall ace.

Per haps your skills...

...do extend a bit farther

t han basket bal |

If we can turn to page--

You may be seated, M. Col eridge.
Turn to page 1 20

inthe little blue book that--

Furt her.

["msorry?

Don't.

You said nmy skills extend ''farther’
t han the basketball court.
"'Farther'' relates to distance.
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"'"Further'' is a definition of degree.
-You should have said ''further.’

-Are you challenging me, M. Wallace?
No nore than you chal |l enged Col eri dge.
Per haps the chal |l enge

shoul d have been directed el sewhere.
"'I't is a nelancholy truth that even--'
"'--great nmen have poor relations.’

Di ckens.

"*You will hear the beat of--'

Ki pl i ng.

-'""Al'l great truths begin--'

- Shaw.

-*'"Man is the only animal--"'

-''"--that blushes...

‘'...o0r needs to."'

[t's Mark Twai n.

Conme on, Professor Crawford--

Get out!

Cet out.

Yeah. 1'Ill get out.

-Leave it al one.

-Hol d on, please.

So they kick you out

if you know sonet hing here?

You don't know what Crawford wi |l do.
You're right about that.

Jamal

-Do you think you shoul d apol ogi ze?

You di d not hing wong.

Just beat himat his own gane.

But. ..

...1t would be a good tine

to be careful.

Careful ? Careful about what?

You have a gift that will allow you to
do remarkable things with your life.
That is, if you don't screw it up...
...by being a 1 6-year-old

ri ght now.

- Janal

Page 42/53



- Yeah.

-You got a call fromthe office.
-Al'l right.

M. Wallace. Please.

As you know, Professor Matthews

is on the faculty board.

And Dr. Spence is chair

of the trustees board.

W' ve been reviewing the witing
conpetition subm ssions.

We were hoping you mght clarify sone
poi nts concerni ng your subm ssion.
"*A Season of Faith's Perfection."'
Your piece, correct?

Yeah, that's it.

M. Wallace, it is standard policy
with us to ask students..

...i1f they wish to credit

any source material. ..

...or acknow edge any other witers
when turning in an assignnent.

Do you wish to do that?

1 960.

An essay titled

"' Basebal | 's Best Year''...
...wWith a subtitle that reads

"' A Season of Faith's Perfection.'
Publ i shed in The New Yor ker

and witten by...

...one WIlliam Forrester.

Your version is actually

quite original...

...but there is the title

and first paragraph to consider.
Isn't there?

Jamal , either you happen to have...
...the perm ssion

of WIlliam Forrester, or....

Have you sone ot her expl anation?
No.

That's ny paper.

Well, then,

your entry is now w t hdrawn. ..
...and it beconmes a matter
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for the board to consider.

The board does have the authority

to place you on academ c probation...
...which woul d, anong ot her things,
prevent you from pl ayi ng basket bal |
Since the board doesn't neet

till next week..

...you can play in this

weekend' s state chanpi onshi p.

But | have to warn you, the board has
a history of taking these matters...
...qQquite seriously.

So we would |like to suggest

what we feel...

...is a solution that

may satisfy these concerns.

Robert .

What matters nost is to ensure

this type of violation isn't repeated.
So. ..

...you will wite an apology to the
students you took advantage of. ..
...by submtting this piece.

-You'll read it in front of ny class.
-1"mnot readi ng anyt hi ng.

Then |'m sure the board will consider
t hat when review ng your schol arshi p.
You haven't left us

with too many options, Jamal

Excuse ne.

Don't ever enbarrass ne

in front of ny class.

Pl ease return the pen

when you're finished.

No conventional greetings today?

Wiy have ne rewite

somet hi ng you publ i shed?

-Be careful where you take this.

-Why not tell ne sonme magazine ran it?
Wiy the hell does it matter?

Man, you shoul d have told ne.

What did you do with it?

| turned it in.

| turned it in.
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| had to show t hem sonet hi ng.

You prom sed nme anything we wote
in here would stay in here.

I know

-1 just thought--

- Shut up.

What are they telling you?

| go on probation unless | wite
a letter saying | was wong.

Then wite the letter.

| said |'"mnot witing anything.
You got him he gets you.

Wite the letter.

And you'd let himdo that?

I's this supposed to be

anot her dam | esson?

["mtired of all these |essons
every time | conme here.

So your title's

at the top of ny paper.

-VWhat's the lesson in that?
-I"mnot the one who turned it in.
Yeah, but you were the one

who just had to say:

"' Keep this one here because

it got printed in The New Yorker.'
That's all you had to say, man.

-l could use sone help on this one.
-Ch, no. That's not an option.
-You don't even have to go--

-l said that's not an option.
That's all right, man.

Got a nice history

of peopl e not hel ping ne.

Oh, Christ. Not that self-pity,
father bullshit.

What did you say?

Man, fuck you, WIIiam

The real bullshit

is nme taking it on this one...
...because you won't

wal k out the door...

...and do sonething for sonebody el se.
You're too danm scared, nan!
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That's the only damn reason

You don't know

a goddamm thi ng about reasons.
There are no reasons!

Reasons why sone of us live

and why sone of us don't.
Fortunately, you have decades

to figure that out.

What's the reason for having a cabi net
full of witing nobody ever reads?
What is that, man?

['"mdone with this shit.

G ve himthe ball again

Oh, | ook. Jamal Wall ace,

here to pay us a visit.

What's up?

-VWhat's up, man?

-What's up, y'all?

Cone on.

| know, | know. |'ve seen it.
How s your first gane

in the Garden feel ?

Alittle closer than | thought.
That's why | thought it mght be

a good time for us to talKk.

| knowit's difficult handling classes
with the tinme you spend on the court.
| couldn't handle that | oad.

Not at this school

And maybe it was unfair of us

to ask you to do it.

| talked to the board nenbers

and to Crawford. ..

...and. ..

...we don't want to pursue this
any nore than you do. Any of it.
|"mhere to present you with an offer.
We forget about the whol e thing.
Next year, your academ c schedul e
will be | ess demandi ng.

You mean Crawford wanted that?
Crawford wants what's best for you
and for the school.

So, what am | supposed to do?
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You hol d up a chanpi onshi p trophy
at the end of this tournanent.
You make that happen,

['"I'l make the rest of it happen.
Al right?

Now go finish up

what you cane here to do.

Let's go, Pilgrinmns!

Let's go, Pilgrinmns!

kay, let's go! Throwit to Janal
Damm, man. Cone on, nan!

Def ense! Def ense!

Jamal, get the ball

Good pass, man. Good pass.

Get up there.

Pick it up!

O fensive foul! That way!

Ten, gold. O fensive! That way.
kay, you got them now. Let's go.
Ti me-out! Ti me-out!

This is still our gane.
W make a stop here,
they'Il have to put us on the |ine.

When that happens, it's all over.
Don't | ose your conposure out there.
I f they score,

we don't call a tinme-out.

The ball goes to Hartwell or \Wll ace.
Ckay? Hartwel |l or Wall ace.

Let's go, guys.

Go!

What's the score?

It ain't |ooking good, M.

[t ain't | ooking good.

Foul , 22 blue! Two shots.

Foul's blue team 22.

Ht, two. Go |ine up, guys.

Two shots.

Conme on. We're gonna nake these.
| can't | ook.

It's gonna be all right, M.

Do it.

Dam.

One shot.
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That' s gane.

Thank God!

He nmust have come in after we left.
Let him sl eep.

-1"mgonna turn his bedroomlight off.
-Turn it off and cone on.

You started cl eaning up

your room Janal

He | ooks very happy with hinself,
that coyote. Look, ears down....
Jamal, he wote that for you

When?

After the gane.

He's going back to the school

t hi s norni ng.

[t's funny, though.

They al ways | et you get but so far...
...before they take

everything away from you

God, he's such a good kid, man. Then
he gets to cone back to this shit.
That seat open?

[ think so.

This isn't exactly

where | thought |I'd find you.

This is still my school.

They want ne out,

they'll have to do it thensel ves.
They will.

What ever .

"' The winter's darkness and cold

is but a nonentary prelude..

...to the new day of spring.

And while its grip seens endl ess...
.our perseverance proves equal .

W renew oursel ves once again...

...seeking out the bright nonents

that will serve--

That will serve therefore...

Therefore serve as the foundation

of our future.'’

Thank you.

Prof essor Crawford...

...may | read a few words?
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What's he doi ng here?
Yes, of course...
... by all neans.
Thank you, professor.

My nanme is...
...WIlliam Forrester.
Excuse ne.

" mthat one.
"'Losing Famly."'
"'Losing famly. ..
...obliges us to find our famly.
Not al ways the famly
that is our blood...
...but the famly
t hat can beconme our bl ood.
And shoul d we have the w sdom
to open our door to this new famly...
...we will find that the w shes
we once had for the father...
...who once gui ded us..
...for the brother,
who once inspired us....
--the only thing left to say will be:
"I wish | had seen this, or | wsh
| had done that, or | wish--"""
Most of you are too young...
...to know what your wi shes will be.
But when | read these words...
...words of hope and dreans...

.1 realize that the one w sh..
...that was granted to ne
so late in life...
...was the gift of frien--
O friendship.
M. Forrester, |'msure | speak
on behal f of everyone here...
...in thanking you for this
unexpected visit.
The quality of your words...
...1s something we should al
aspire to reach
M. Forrester?
M. Forrester, may | ask...
...to what do we owe this honor?
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Prof essor Crawford. ..

.1 spoke here today...
...because a friend of mne
wasn't allowed to.
A friend who had the integrity
to protect ne..
...when | was unwilling
to protect him
H s nane is Jamal Wall ace.
Jamal Wallace is a friend of yours?
Yes. Yes, he is.
| helped himto find his own words...
...by starting with sone of m ne.
And in return, he prom sed..
...never to say anything to anybody
about ne.
A prom se which he kept.
M. Forrester...
...while your visit
appears to be heartfelt...
...l"msure you will appreciate...
...that it will not change
or interfere...
...with this institution reaching a
fair and proper decision in his case.
There's one nore issue here.
Those words that | read today...

. didn't wite them
Jamal Wal |l ace did.
Qui et.
Quiet! Quiet, please!
Be still.
Qui et, please.
That has no bearing. .
...o0n the decision concerning--
As director of this conpetition
| have final say in this matter
Robert, sit down.
| have been a teacher
for nore than 30 years.
That's | ong enough to know t hat
integrity counts for sonething.
|'d say that M. Forrester...
...has cleared up this matter
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very nicely for us all.
And as chai rman
of the faculty board..
.1 have the | ast word
in that matter.
M. Wallace, you are excused
from next week's board neeting.
M. Forrester...
...shoul d you ever have an interest
in a teaching position...

No.

Jamal , these are your words?
Si xt een.

Remar kabl e.

Wel | done.

" mthinking you'll nake

your own deci sions from here on.

" m thinking you' re about to say
sonmething nore like, "'l always could.'
No. No nore | essons.

But | have a question, though.

Those two foul shots

at the end of the gane...

...did you mss thenf

O did you mss then?

Not exactly a soup question, is it?

Let's go.
Do you think our vaudeville act today
will merit the National Enquirer?.

Yeah, definitely.

What ever happens. ..

..l "moff.

What's the word that you and
your friends would use for that?
Leavi ng?

Oh, God.

Were are you off to?

| have a honeland | haven't seen
for too | ong.

You nean |rel and.

Scotl and, for God's sake.

["m nmessing with you, man.

Be sure to wite.

- Hey, Janul
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-What's up?

What's up, John?

You heard from WIIianf

Yeah, but | don't know

what he's doi ng.

He keeps sending letters checking up
on these coll ege recruiters.

| was just downstairs.

Looks |i ke you got another one.
Wor d?

"Il see you around.

Jamal ?

St eve Sander son.

- How you doi ng?

- Good.

Thanks for com ng

on such short noti ce.

No probl em

So, what school are you fronf

Oh, no. I"'ma |awer here in town.
-1 work with Roberts and Carter.
-Ch, a |l awer.

Yeah, but congratulations with that.
That's great.

That's really, really...great.

We got a bunch of the guys

in the office follow ng you

But we're the I egal representation
for WIliam Forrester.

How i s he?

Here. ..

...Sit down.

W' ve received word that WIliam.
... passed away.

" msorry.

He wanted you to have...

...these things right away.

What happened?

W1 liam had cancer.

They found it a couple years ago.
Jamal, this is crazy.

Oh, ny Cod.

Wwi

-Look at all these books.
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-Don't touch anyt hing.

Dear Jamnal

Sonmeone | once knew w ote that

we wal k away from our dreans...

...afraid that we may fail,

or worse yet, afraid we may succeed.

Wiile | knew so early

t hat you woul d realize your dreans...
.1 neveri magi ned

| would once again realize nmy own.

Seasons change, young man.

And while | waited

until the winter ofny life...

...to see the things |'ve seen

this pastyear...

...there is no doubt

| would have waited too |ong..

...had it not been foryou.

You gonna be here a while, man?

Just can't watch the eyes this tine.

You'l | be okay, man. Cone on.
Cone on, nan.
CGet up.

You're m ssing |ay-ups now?
What happened to you, boy?
Wiere did the first step go, man?
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