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Third refill costs a nickle.

Ti p.
Twenty-five? Got it.
175 left.

Nobody wants to bet against ny hitter?
| mght as well sell tickets.

- I've got 3 on ny side.

- 1've got 10.

Bi ggi es... Anybody?

- |"ve got 30.

Real spenders we've got here..

You had your chance.

We're ready over here.

Renenber, anythi ng goes,

but no hitting when sonebody's down.
Do you want it?...

Go get him

Get in there!

Get in there!

Cone on, get up

| think I can do

about six nore of those.

And a couple of |enons, too.

- Start any tine, pal.

- Chaney.

- So what ?

- We can make sonme noney.

I"mall ears.

You set up that business tonight?
It happens all the tine.

Hel p yoursel f.

- You' ve been down the | ong, hard road?
- Who hasn't?

- Jail?

- Are you a policeman?

| just like to know

where a man conmes from

You look a little past it.

Besides, | already got a hitter.

- Yes, | saw him

- He laid dowmn on ne tonight.

Every time you go to a bar,
sonebody thinks he's tough.

But they all conme to Speed for
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t he dough-re-m . He's a bum | |ose.
| don't want your dough.

| ve got six bucks and nothing el se.
You bet it.

My old friend Speed is back

w th anot her potential w nner.

My old friend Speed is back

wi th anot her potential w nner.
Anybody want to bet on this nman?

"Il give two to one... three to one.
Cone on, odds |ike that

do not come around every day.

| guess you boys aren't

as slow as he is.

There's $150 in the pot.

|'ve got another $150 for anybody
who expects a repeat. What do | hear?
Got it. I'Il take it all. Anybody el se?
- You got 15 nore. Are you betting that?
- You're on.

VWait, we've got another six.

It's all we've got.

| did ny part, he's all yours.

Hey, Pops, you're a little old for this,
aren't you?

Li ke everything else in this world,
it takes noney to nake noney.

Here's your 12...

Anot her 10, just to have sonme fun on.
We'll work out a deal |ater

Plenty nore where that came from

We don't have to worry about that.
Now, New Orl eans. ..

Speed' s com ng hone.

Alittle taste?

No?

- Hell o, Sugarpl um

- How did it go, Speedy?

A rough start, but a fast finish.

- How nuch?

- Even.

Al ways be pl easant around strangers.
This i s Chaney.

Gayl een Schoonover,
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nmy permanent fiance.

- Pleased to neet you, M Chaney.

- There she is, let's go.

- 1"l say goodbye right here.

- Wait, we've got sone plans to nake.
- | want to feel ny way around the city.
- What about our partnership?

- | don't like to rush things.

- \Wat ?

Al ways be pl easant around strangers.
WIll we see you again, M Chaney?

| mght turn up

- Don't forget:

- Who was that guy?

"1l tell you who he was. .

Money on the hoof.

It | ooks rougher than it is.

You get a lot of sun.

Fix the place up, it could be real nice.
|'ve got sone furniture

down in the storage roomyou can use.

No, | like it the way it is.
A buck and a half a week.
| n advance.

Mnd if I sit down?

Wuld you like to talk...

or just sit?

What ' s your name?

- Who are you waiting for?

- Someone who' Il buy ne a cup of coffee.
Have m ne.

You |ive around here?

- Ddn't take you long to get to that.
- Maybe | can wal k you hone.

Not |ikely.

A girl had two choices in ny home town:
Stay and be bored

or nove out and take your chances.

- How has your |uck been running?

- How can you ask? Look how I'm i ving.
- I'"ve seen worse.

- Depends on what you're | ooking for.
How about you?
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| don't | ook past the next bend

in the road. Want ne to come in?
No... It's not that easy.

|"ve got a husband in jail.

No j ob and no prospects.

- | wasn't planning on bothering you.
- What was your plan?

Maybe 1'Il see you around.

- Get up.

- Speed..

Good to see you, pal

G ad you found the time to stop by.
Cone on, get things started right.
Don't mnd Sl eeping Beauty here.

She doesn't rush into the day's work.
We've got an inportant guest.

Way don't you fix us some breakfast.
| suppose you want to tal k deal ?
W'l go 50-50

on all scratch bets and expenses.
Al side bets, | keep 75 per cent.
That's how it worKks.

60-40 in my favour on scratch

side bets down the m ddle.
I"mtelling you the going rate,

ask anybody.

- W'll do things differently.

- Wiy shoul d we?

Because ri ght now,

you' ve got a percentage of nothing.
That makes nme even with you

| put up all the noney.

| take all the risks.

Al'l right, all right.

We'll do it your way.

Gayl een! ... \What does a man have to do
to get some breakfast around here.
|"ve got a good feeling about this.
| think we'll make real noney.

|'ve got a couple of things in m nd,
set sonething up next week.

We'll go in slow, quiet. About $4-500.
| only cane down here to nmake noney.
- And to fill in some in betweens.
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- That's no kind of Iiving.

It suits me. When | get enough change
in my pocket, |'m gone.

We just mark this one down to research
Part of your educati on.

| want a long talk

wi th anybody betting agai nst ne.

A hundred dol | ars agai nst Curly.

On a marker.

No markers.

Take it.

Who's the snoot hie over there?

That's Chick Gandil,

one of the big noneybelts in town.
Son of a bitch

has broken ne off three tines.

He's the one we're going to shake.
Sonebody help this kid up.

That's why he's the best.

Nobody ever beats him

Not many want to try.

What were you doi ng back there?

|"ve al ways been a student of
conparative religion.

The Pent ecostal s present

a nunber of points of interest.

How nuch dope are you doi ng?

This nonth ny financial condition has
prevent ed journeys of the inagination.
W' re back in business.

| really got sonebody for us.

Chaney, neet ny old friend Poe.

Fi x up your cuts, Dbruises,

all sorts of good things.

- | have two years in nmedical school

- Two years doesn't nake a doctor

In my third year, a snmall black cloud
came on canpus, and | left under it.

- He's trying to say he's a hophead.

- | have a weakness for opium

It's a hard habit to quit.

Some are born to fail,

others have it thrust upon them
Could I see your hands?
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No protrudi ng knuckl es.

No cal ci um deposits.

Make a fist.

More area to absorb the concussion

of a blow w thout breaking.

A sinple matter of engineering stress.
Reasonabl y thick skin.

|'d say there's a good chance you're not
what Speed refers to as a "bl eeder™”.

| told you he's good.

- How nuch?

- Ten per cent of what we w n, expenses.
St andar d.

s M Le Beau here?

| need a short-termer

for a thousand?

- That's a heavy taste. How short?

- A day or two.

- I've done business with you before.
- Yes, about a year ago.

- You got your noney back.

- Yeah... you paid back my 300.

But you had to borrow from Abboar

to do it, you didn't cover so well.

- Three weeks over, big deal.

- Closer to three nonths.

He got paid. Wat's the difference?
There's a big difference

bet ween nme and Abboar.

"1l take your word for that.

kay, Speed.

- That's $950.

- | said $1, 000.

That's 50 for the loan, and 50
for every day until it conmes back

You really put the Jesse Janes to ne.

You wait here.

How | ong will you be?

| won't sit here all day.

- Don't conpl ain.

- Don't get caught up in any kind of gane.
It's business.

- Hell o, Speed.

- Good seeing you, Chick.
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- How s ny personal pigeon?

- Just stopped by to pay off ny noney.
That's all right. We all make m st akes.
- Quess you heard about my new hitter?
- Yes, word gets around.

He' s good.

M ght even work himup with the ape man
There's no nystery about it.

It's ny standard deal, but...

You do have to have $1, 000 upfront.

Are you maki ng an offer?

My man is just starting out.

He's good, but | have to have | ong odds.
Assum ng you did have the noney,

what ki nd of odds are you tal ki ng about ?
- Five to one.

- Three to one.

Deal .

- Did sonebody die and |leave it to you?
- Three to one. Money's on the table.

| don't |ike being hustled.

You're not getting in that cheap.

The pot bet just went up to $3,000...
You cone back when you get that rich.

- So, we don't have a deal ?

- Not for $1,000.

"1l see you soon, Denpsey.

|"'mfeeling quite fine, M Pettibon.
W' ve got a boy

who can nake an interesting contest.
That's quite a bit of noney.

| don't knowif he's up to it.

He's just starting out, he's green.
Nobody takes advantage of you bayou
people. We'll be there, M Pettibon.

| told you it would be a fat one.

- How hi gh?

- 2,000 CGeorge Washi ngtons.

It'1l pay sonme bills.

The dun at the door, the wolf

at the gates shall be held in abeyance.
You' re that sure of M Chaney?

Does a goose go barefoot?

"1l get sone cigars.
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M Pettibon, good to see you again.
Look what we did for your little visit.
M ghty fine.

| knew you'd like it.

This is ny fiance,

M ss CGayl een Schoonover.

- You renmenber M Poe here?

- Sure, nice seeing you again.

That' s Chaney. He doesn't say nuch.

I f things go as pl anned,

he won't say nmuch at all later.

- It's your plan, M Pettibon, not ours.
- You said he was green.

Third tinme out.

He doesn't | ook unpicked to ne.

"1l let my man be the judge of that.
That's himright over there.

He | ooks |like he's up to the mark.
He' d better be.

Goddamm!

Very pretty, very nice.

- You' d better get the noney.

- You don't have to ask nme to do that.
That's how it's done, M Pettibon.

| guess it just wasn't your day, was it?
Damm smal | question about that.

What the hell are you doi ng?

This has been a big set-back for us.

| didn't think anybody could do that.
- That was your error of judgenent.

- It was too dam easy.

There are no rul es about that,

except who wi ns. That noney's ours.
Sonet hi ng wrong, Speed?

W' ve got a problem You're a ringer
You give us our goddamm noney now

You want that noney? Take it.

Sonebody al ways shows up with a gun.

- Goddamm sack of country shit.

- Steady on, these boys are not refined.
| think you fol ks better

get in your car and drive hone.

| think that's pretty good advice...
He isn't going to pay.

Page 9/ 20



Next tinme | cone back

to this coon-ass place, I'lIl bring a gun!
You do that. Make sure it's a big one.
Now, get on out!

That's how it's done.

A sorry spectacle. Very poor exanple of
sout hern sport smanshi p.

Al this driving for nothing.

My God, it breaks your heart.

Breaks ny butt, that's what it breaks.
Wiy don't we take it easy, drive down

t he country roads and see the sights?

- What the hell are you tal king about?
- Busi ness.

They went away just |ike that,

nothing to it.

- Now |I've got the gun

- | guess you do.

Anybody el se?

What about you?

| don't think you want to use it.
That' s one way.

You want to see anot her?

Gayl een!

Is this your place, Pettibon?

Is this where you live?

- 1'lIl see you in a couple of days.

- You know who we're going after next.
If this isn't your place,

who's the lucky |ady?

Have a real big tinme now, you hear.

- Wo is it?

- Chaney.

- What do you want?

- | thought you mght like to cone out.
- You treat nme to a chanpagne breakfast?

- What ever you feel Iike.
It's 5 am
Christ, | barely know you

But would you like to?

| guess | can nmake you sone coffee.
You haven't gotten around to
telling nme what you do.

It's somet hing peopl e generally ask.
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- Wrried | can't pay the check?

- No.

" mworried because

you never answer any questions.

Now, tell me. How do you make noney?
| knock peopl e down.

- You nean like a prize-fighter?

- No, they're pick-up fights.

The noney is made on bets.

It's something | do just for a while.
Funny way to nake a |iving.

Better than working at the bus station
changing tyres for tw bucks a day.
VWhat does it feel like

to knock sonmebody down?

It makes nme feel a hell of a lot better
than it does him

That's a reason?

There's no reason about it.

Just noney.

Hell o Chick! Good to see you.

This is a private gathering.

You're not invited.

You renenber M Poe...

This'Il only take one m nute.

You renenber those special nunbers
you quoted ne on that three to one?
- I'"I'l take you up on that bet.

- First you have to have $3, 000.

O herwise it's just

an academ c questi on.

You want to count it?

Ckay, you're on.

- Hello, Doty.

- Speed.

- W haven't seen you around town.

- 1've been busy.

You' re doing anything in the eighth?
A man who can afford a shoeshine
ought to be able to pay his debts.

| have to keep up appearances.

The way we figure it, you're overdue.
Overdue for what? You're pushing ne?
You'l | get your noney.

Page 11/20



Sure we will.

|'ve got $200 I'Il lay on you right now.
Steal it.

Sell your sister. Borrowit.

Get it all. Now

| need sone tine, a couple of days.

Two days and everything' s working.

Come on, two days.

- That had better be a prom se.

- You can bank on that.

Quite a few unfortunate fighters busted
t heir knuckles on that hard head of his.
That's it. Tinme. Al bets in.

Hey, old man. 1'll end it for you.

Keep smling while you still have lips.
- When he's done, I'mcom ng after you.
- You'll only be com ng after a doctor.
Jesus. $9,000 in the man's hand. .
Enough to take your breath away.

Get them goi ng.

We're ready over here.

Come on, Chaney, goddammt.

You're pretty good.

My, ny, look at that,

lying there Iike a dead man.

Shoul d we call for an anmbul ance or a
hearse? No, let's get a wheel barrow.
You' ve al ways had

an unfortunate way of putting things.
Not hi ng personal, Chick

Look at that.

| got a nessage from Chick Gandil.

He wants a drink with us.

- You handle it, |I'mnot interested.

- No, he said us.

It never hurt anybody to be polite.

- | saw you out there. Real snopoth.

- Thank you, it's all in the partner.

| would |ike to propose a toast.

| propose a toast to

t he best man | know.

To the Napol eon of southern sports.

Me.

Come on, Gayleen. Let's get with those
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gal | opi ng dom noes. W'll see you | ater.
| assume you realize the bl ood of Edgar
Al l an Poe courses through ny veins.
No, but it sure sounds |ike

"1l hear about it.

"Hear the sledges with the bells.
Silver bells.

How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle

in the icy air of night.

Wil e the stars that oversprinkle

all the heavens, seemto tw nkle -

- with a crystalline delight."

You get the whole 400, four on a line.
Get them over there.

Cone on, dice!

Son of a bitch!

- Pass the dice, he's through.

- Not yet, pal. Shoot it all.

Got it all?

Poi nt si x.

Everything in there?

- Six is point.

- Cone on, nmake that six.

Al right,

' m 1 ooking for a big pair of threes.
He | oses. Next |ucky goer.

- Put on your coat.

- You lost all of it.

- Shut up.

- Well, excuse me, M High Roller.

- How |l ong an arm has he got?

- Gandil's a businessman.

He's worried about his reputation.
He's not going to try any nuscle play.
There is one thing

we'll have to live with, though

Since you beat old JimHenry |ike that,
fights are going to be harder to find.
And we'll have to give odds

whi ch can be very expensi ve.

Wul d you tell Gandil that M Chaney
and M Weed are here to see hin®

- Just go right on in.

- Thank you, M' am
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How s your jaw?

- G ad you could drop by, Speed.

- Always a pl easure.

You renenber M Chaney here.

- Well, sit down, get confortable.

- Thank you.

- You care for a drink?

- No, too early for me, thank you

- Al business, huh?

- That's right. Well, let's have it.
You' ve got a direct way of speaking.

| like a man who's direct.

Makes everything easy to understand.

- Like the old days.

- W didn't cone for a history |esson.
- Let's get down to cases.

- Maybe we should do that.

There's $5,000 in that envel ope.

It's yours.

- | don't believe | followthe drift.
- I"mbuying half of Chaney.

You talk to me, not him

| used to have the best street fighter
inthe city, nowl don't.

| don't like that at all

We can get al ong w thout you.
|"msorry to hear that, M Chaney. Hope
you cone round to ny way of thinking.
Well, | ook who's here: Speed.

You cone to your Manma Louis's

for a really good tine.

| sure did, Mama

- I've got nyself sone lovely new girls.
- Let's have a | ook.

Grls! ...Each one has been
especially trained to suit your fancy.
| don't need no sales pitch.

|"ve just come to get ny hat bl ocked.
- How about a drink, Mster?

- Sure, bourbon.

- What did you say your nanme was?

- Carol.

What did you think about that, Carol?
It was terrific. You were really great.
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You know sormet hi ng?

That's just exactly

what | thought you'd say.

What the hell are you doi ng?

Hey, Doty! Cone on!

- |Is that okay, Doty?

- Talk to him

M Le Beau says he's got some business
with you. He don't want no troubl e.
Just you pay your debts.

kay, M ster.

- Good seeing you gentl enen.

- Li kew se, Speed.

We've got a few things to tal k about.
A coupl e of problens.

|"ve got to get something going fast.
| ve been thinking about Gandil .
Maybe we shoul d reconsider his offer.
- Why the change of m nd?

- I'"'mflat-ass broke, | need noney fast.
| don't like Gandil.

- That's no reason.

- It's enough reason for ne.

That's fine for you,

but it doesn't do nuch for ny case.
If we don't go for Gandil,

| have to borrow. ..

My credit's not worth a damm

all over town. Can you |loan nme $2, 0007?
Speed, you nmade as much as ne.

Dol I ar for dollar.

The way | look at it, you owe ne.

We used ny bankroll to begin wth.

My cont acts.

You were a bum when | net you.

You' re nothing wthout ne.

| figure you owe ne.

- Dunb.

- Are you saying no to me?

Hel I, Speed, now we're both finished.
Wel cone to New Ol eans, Street.

| don't do that.

Do you ever get scared

when you do your work?
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- | don't think about it.

- You only care about the noney.
Isn't that right?

Just as long as the noney's good.
Have you got any nore questions?

Try this one:

Are you going to stay the night?

Not this tinme.

Al right, let's get it out.

What' s bot hering you?

Hel |, yes, sonething' s wong.

A lot of things. The rent.

The price of groceries.  othes

| can't buy. Afewitens |ike that.

- How rmuch do you want ?

- I want my owmn, | won't depend on you.
You're not reliable.

You cone when you want,

you go when you want.

You never nention

what cones in the mddle.

Suit yourself.

Can | buy you one?

How have you been?

- You want to tal k about sporting life?
- I'"mout of it.

That's too bad. | had to give up on you
and bought mnysel f another hitter.

The best.

Must make you very happy

to get what you want ed.

"1l tell you what | want.

You nust have quite a stash saved now.
- How about $5, 000? H m agai nst you.

- | don't need any nore noney.

- There's no point in avoiding this.

- He's right.

- You want it that mnuch?

- I'"'magetting paid.

- | can reach over and start things now.
- But you won't.

You don't think so?

You're not going to do it for free.
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Wo the hell are you?

Son of a bitch. Hel p!

- Hey, this is your |ucky night.

- Depends on how you | ook at it.

"1l tell you howto look at it.

Ri ght about now |I'd be deciding

whet her to bust your |egs or your back.
But... sonebody just paid

the interest on your debt.

Just for one week.

Your man fights M Street

and 1'1l handl e your whol e nortgage.
My man?. ..

He won't even speak to ne.

We'll put you on ice for a while..

and see if he'll speak to ne.

| don't want to interrupt anything..
Gandil came to see ne.

We have got a problem

- You and ne haven't got any trouble.
- I"'mafraid we do. It's about Speed.
- He sent you?

- Doesn't even know |I'm here.

Me and Speed aren't related any nore.
- H's in a lot of trouble.

- | amnot interested.

Speed owes a ton to a local riff-raff.
They're putting the armon him

Gandil will pay his loan off, if you
take on his man. No crowd, just business.
| won't bet ny $5, 000.

| don't owe that goddamm Speed anyt hi ng.
That's not the point.

It's real sinple.

He's in the winger.

Only you can get him out.

Money's hard to conme by, Poe.

- Anybody got a cigarette?

- | don't use any.

- 1"l go and get sone.

- You're not goi ng anywhere.

I f things don't work out tonorrow night,
whi ch one of you gets to do the job?

- W both do.

Page 17/ 20



- Not this tine. I'll take him
You haven't won one in a while,
have you?

Three cards.

- He really cleaned your plough, huh?
- Shut up and play cards.

- You think he'll show up?

- | sure hope not.

|"ve got a visitor.

- Sone ot her tine.

- No, wait.

"1l wal k you down.

VWll, how have you been?

- How do | | ook?

- 1've got no conpl aints.
There's sonething |I've got to tell you
| don't think

you shoul d drop by any nore.
Thi ngs have changed.

| think I''"m noving.

"Il get a better place.

| got a better offer.

Sorreone that spends the night.
He's even got a steady job.
Looks Ii ke you' ve got

things all figured out.

Is that all you've got to say?
- CGentl enen.

- Good eveni ng.

- WIIl your man show up?

- W'll just have to wait and find out.
- Let's get started.

- Way not ?

- Where are they?

- Upstairs.

- Go up and get them Doty.

- 1"l doit.

W won't wait here all night!

Thank you, pal.

Just like old tinmes, huh?

We did add a couple of new wi nkl es.
Did you see himfight?

No, but they didn't bring him

all the way from Chicago to | ose.
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Let's do it.

Al right, you big shots, we're ready.
Anybody el se got anything to say?

G ad you coul d nmake it.

Thi ngs have a way of com ng around.

M  Chaney, | envy you.

It must be exciting to bet

nore than you can afford to | ose.
Who's going to hold it?

He is.

It doesn't matter what you do, -

- you're always going to snell like fish
Use them

- Foul! Get those pal ners out of here.
- Use them goddam, use them
Forfeit, by Cod!

You owe ne noney.

You cost nme a great deal.

You'll live with it.

M  Chaney. . .

it's been a pleasure watching you worKk.
You know, Chick, like old mama sai d:

Next best thing to playing and w nning
is playing and | osing.

- 1'lIl see you around.

- Adi os.

- Sure this is as far as you want to go?
- Yes, |'msure.

Hey, Poe. ..

|"ve got a cat back at mny place.

- | want you to take care of it for ne.
- That's a | ot of npney.

You take care of Poe.

For a man who cane to town

to make sone noney, -

- you're sure giving a lot of it away.
You're forgetting about the inbetweens.

| guess you fill themout all right.
Were are you off to?

Nort h.

Chaney?

You' ve got to say sonething.
We ought to head on down to M am.
Get in on sone of the action down there.
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It's a hell of a town, you know.
Ri ght on that warm ocean front.
Fine, salt sea air.

It would be good for our health.
He sure was sonet hi ng.

Let's go get the cat.
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